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SUPREAME AUTHORITIE 
the Parliament of the Com- 
MON- wealth of Eneland. 


Rint HONOURABLE; 


FEY'S the Lord Jehovah when hes 
EH. N j| firſt choſe Jſracl-to be a. pe- 
ſary culiar people to. himſelfe_ 
n= outofall the Nations of the. 
world , did give unto them: righteous 

Judges, Moſes, Joſima, Gideon, Sampſon, 

Samuel, 8c. ſuch as were after his own 
heart, and of his owne rayling up : So 


is It his promiſe to his people it the 


laſt dayes ( before the drotie of Si0z 
ſhall how taken away, and hertinn par- 
" ged. and hee called the City of righ- 
reouſneſs, the faithfull Cy) that the 
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'THE EPISTLE. 


' willreſtoretheir Judges as AT THE 
_ FIRST; and their Counſellors as A T 
THE BEGINNING Iſai. 1. 25, 26. 
How high the faith and expeQati- 
ons of Gods people of late yeares have 


| |  beenas tothe accompliſhment oftheſe 


things is knowne tomany, and whar 
unceſlant prayers have beene put up 
to the Throne of grace for the ſame is 
beſt knowne to the Lord. That you 
are rayſed up this day to be the re- 
payrers of our breaches , and the reſtorers 
of paths to dwell in , 15( wee hope ) the 
long expe&ed and much looked for 
fruit of rhis our faith and prayer; w** 
as it doth cauſe rejoycing within ma- 
ny hearts, fo hath it fixed _ eyes of 
— moſt upon you to obſerye what great 
thingthat is which God by you 1s a- 
bout to dofor his poor people. 

Not to teach you (Right Honou- 
rable) what is your work , butto de- 
clare what that is which the Lord'ijn 
the age welivein is aboutto do, and 
expects his people ſhould eye and fo. 
_Iowhimin, isthe defignof this little 
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worke of their generation; take heed 
leſt yeealfo fall through the ſame ex. 
ampleof negle&;;THE MORE+E 
MINENT - GODS - HAND : HATF 
APPEARED IN: RAYSING': O] 
YOU, THE MORE: NAKED. AND 
REMARKABLE WILL IT BE-IN 
THROWING OF. YOU ' DOWN. 
IN" CASE: YOU FAILE HIM AS 
OTHERS. BEFORE: Y OU HAVE 
DONE: - [But I am perfwaded better 
things: of you (Right Honourable ) 
andthings that accompany diligence, 
though-Jam bold thus to ſpeake-: Por 
 tafgly-the:Lord who in an extraordi- 
nary way hath brougbt you rogether 
hath ſome worke more then ordinary 


ſerve, making it your buſnefle to fol- 
low:him, Dome juſtly , relieving the op; 
, ranſe of the Widow: , ani. wall 
; bumblyhefore him ,, though the Nations 
| - way'ruſh agaioſt you, astbeoulbing | 
\. of many waters', "y£t the: Lord will | 
"pol rebuke them, and you ſhall bee as a | 
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prefled'; uhelping the fatherlefſe , pleadimy | 
prefe - | r thn, 
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DEDICATORY.-* 


* burdenſome Sione to all your Enemies 

round about , who ſhall weary thems+ 
{clves with you, though all thepeo- - 
ple of the Earth ſhould be gathered 
together againſt you 3 for behold. the 
day is coming , in which the hand of / 
the-Lord ſhall beknowne towards his 
people, and his indignation towards 
his Enemies , which when you ſhall 
{ce, your hearts ſhall rejoyce, and your 
bones ſhall flouriſh like an herbe, and 
your ' tongues ſhall' ſpeake and fay, 
Lo this is our God , we have wayted for 


him ., wee will be glad and rejoyce in his _ 
Salvation + and when the light of this: 


day is come, and the glory of the Lord 


ſhall be riſen upon you, it ſhall then .... | 
. Never repent you, that you have put *-,* 


your hands. ( though with your lives 
in them ) tothe worke of Chriſt, but 
, Whatfocver you have herein done or 
ſuffered, ſhall now be your glory, joy, 
' and Crowne of rejoycing , which thar 
you may at this day from Chriſt od- 
taine, and in the meane time be faith- 
& 4-7 _ full 


THE EPISTLE, &e. 


5" in.his worke, he ſhall continue to 
Pray for, whois 
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and unworthy Servant, 


JoHN T1itiNGHAST. 
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To the Saints and people of Godin | 


D 


' nicall unjuſt Oppreſſors, &* the ſuperſtitions in=- 


England (Children of the ſame Father, 
Members of the ſame bocy, partakers of 
the fame Spirit, having the fame hope ) 
Grace and Peace be mulciplyed. 
Early beloved tn the Lord. It is not ma- 
my yeares fence that this poore Natiov, 
CO you in the ſame did fegh and groan 
by reaſon of that bondage both Givill and Spi- || 
ritnall which we were in to the wills of Tyran- | 


% 
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novations E injuniions of Antichriſtian tacks 
maſters. What your fears and prayers, yeareſo-.. | - 
Iutions to do for Godin caſe of deliverance were |. 
at this time , the caſting your eje a few yeares ||| - 
back again, and taking a view of the ſtate of | 8 
things without, according as the wheele did | 
then move, and the frame & carriage of your | 
ſouls within #rder all , will better remember | 
yon of they T can tell you. How ſuitable the ſpi= 
rits aud aFings of many of you who in this day ||. 
were Gods remembrancers, O& Sions mourners, 
have ſince the time God hath caſt off the bevy | 
yoke, OO broken the bonds 0 f our oppreſſong per= | 2 
ſecutors,been to your paſt prayers &» reſolutions, | 
1 fear (& yet I hope ) when the violence of your . | 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


diſteraper ſhall ve over, and you ſo far recovered 


_— 4 


mes love,and impartiality,wot ſo much others as 
| your ſelves will diſcern, and firſt condemn. Je- 
' rufalem of old expeFed &* wazted for the co- 
ming of their Mefſtah, or Chriſt their King, 
yet no ſooncr is newes abroad of his being born 
into the world , but upon the acconnt of a meere 
worldly intereit (v1z. fear of tumults and com- 
notions nu might hereupon ariſe betwixt He- 
rod the ujarper, ana this King to the embroit. 
ing of them in wars who now were in quict , en= 
Joying their ncalth in peace) they arc troubled at 
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wo ſuch effeT now, as to beget trouvle in the ſpie 
rits of any, at the coming {orth of that mercie 
which time was they both prayed & waited for. 
| Surely as it ſavors of great ingratiluzde towards 
[> our #10ſt gracious Father io cail mercies given in 
' Tudgments, ſo alſo of no leſ« floath Ee negligence 
when the glorious arme of God hatn been made 
bare in working wouders for bis people, for there 
to fit [t3!l, doing little or nothing for him. That 
wot hing done of lute j:ars comes as an anſwer of 


thoſe prayers put up whiljt we were in the houſe 
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& to weigh things in the balances of righteouſ-. 


it, Mat. 2.3. Twifh a worldly intereſt may have: 


a a anſwer of former prayers by the name of 
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of Tr pe Pa Jon will or can deny.z 

thing elſe be _— which then we _—_ q 7 
for, it % either 'a4uperabounding | 
bejond what then we were able.to ap tk think, | 

07:4 trial of our faith ;.7fa ſupera 
'of mercy, ſball wo quarrell, with Godandone. &* q- | 
#0ther for that?and zf a-trialof our | -Yf : 


we think that ſtrange which hath been theordj- | 
"ary "_ * Gods diſpenſations towards big is | 
_ all ages, when he gives forth mercy, thentoxry | 
their th; and like a company of agen 
ten ſhall wewrangle with our Father, an Me 
bumerſom fit throw away our bread, þ 
eruſt 3s on it Olet it not be told in Fr: 
Fiens that the God of England bath bin ſokr 1 
40 bis people and Saints in England, ſennkind 
Fo their F ather,. and one unto another, ...  » \ PER TE 

«4+ Why (-Oyec Saints ) ſhould you not alin thi... 
ae £0 band bind about your F atbers *Y 


arte) yourceing os etive for the Lord, | er as | 
wilhe Why ſbould the great merkeof | 
eration (wheres the cauſe.and banonr of "| 
PRIMED Redeemer is ſo deeply engaged.) | 
e\et erifend whilſt each ,of you are ee 
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To the Chtiſtian Reader. x 


Sow you alone that God expetÞs this ſervice z 
«ve ug canner do, wor fa-texze=o 
thens'in the doing 0 the calls for this frone the 
hands of you bis by _— 5: Par #, 
ant ht can raiſe up others, even ont of wm - 
corners which (hall do the work when 
F ( once f | 
poplefood: ) ghar rat emeration Spe ge 
, and brows ht FL the  Geavilr 
Cort ol HOW gra feds is, prove 
71 this worke, God 7 ciet thew off « gr ww it 
boſe that are vifebly: the ehel- 
off Gods worke; God cue 
rs (great and hard heartet] initers) raife 
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taham, put off 


E - =p C'bildren'to Abraham , which ſhall doe the 
| Seribes _ 
 axd Phariſees will cooks owne we Cheriſh he can rajſe 


Foes  VUhews the earned and vi 


- wy poor illiterate Fiſher yo ; a Public ans C the 
HS of finners ) Peeing, yo the reced f of cuſtpne 
for to do the md If Jernfalem #h&chie fa City 
' will-yot farniſh Chriſt with inſtrunepts to 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 


#ny of you are employed, it is more bis free grace 
MEL you, then from any need that jo bath of. 
you, he is not bebolding to you for doing his work 
but "tis you are beholding to him that be will ho= 
20ur you in it. O therefore Saints awake, awake, 


pat on your heautiful Garments, ſhake your ſelves 


| upon you, the whole earth begins to be enlightued 

| with his glory , "tis now high time to rowze up 
| your ſpirits, awake out of ſkep,to be up & doing. 
| Crib your Captain Generall is abroad in the 
| field upon his march,zn the way to his Kingdow, 
| he will make m0 halts, 7f you ſteep, loyter, ftrag- 
| gle, or ſet ſtill, you will be left behind, and loſe 
''| the fight of your Leaderzhe will bear no delayes 
| if you will not now come and kiſſe hint , ſubje# 
| your ſelves to him, hee will make a riddance of 
| au, and throw you by,as he goes up to his King « 
| dom.The times of former negle& God winked at, 
| but now he calls npon all that make mention of © 
. his Name not to ſet [till, not to keep ſilence, nor 
| givehims reſt till he eftabliſh, & till he make Je- 
| ruſalem «praiſe in theearth. That you may do 
, this worke, &* the ſame in your hands may.pro- 
| ſper, 1fball (as an Additionall word unto the laſt 
| genetull Head in the following Diſcourſe:) leave | 

T 


: 


| with you theſe few particulars. 


from your duſt, the Sn of righteonſnes is ring , 41 | 


EY 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


x. Endeavour union within your ſelves. 
Diviſcons will obſtru@# the work, union wil fur- 

ther zt. The great worke in the Apoſtles time ne- 
wer went on [6 cloriouſly and ſuccesfully as when 
the mumier of thoſe that believed were of one 
hearr, «4 of one ſoule. 

2. Strive alter purity. The ſever Angels 
that go ont of the Temple with the ſeven vials, 
their cloath.ng 3# pure and white hnnen, He- 
ve. 15: 16. 

3. Defire God to Jay you in with princt- 
ples futable ro his work, neither below it, 
nor above 1::45 4 zzans principles are, ſo will | 
bjs ac1ons be, principle berng the rule of ation, - 
Soze mers principles are aboye generation- | . 

work. t#hefc vilifie and trample it as a low and 
carzal thing C inſtead of laying themſeves ont 
therein, they ſſumber and ſkep, doing nothing at 
all: Others principles are below the worke, 
aud iz fleed of ating in it, they are offended at 
it. He whoſe principles are abou? the work will 
ztot do it. for the thing is low & baſe mm his eyes, 
and be whoſe principles are below the work ( mm 
caſe they continue jo to be) ſhal not do it, for t bis 
is an evident ſign that God will lay bins by;it be- 
inz the waiy of God wh:n h:will uſe a man #t 4 
— woke . 
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. -ked hisſpirit;to that he ſpake unadviſedl 
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'To the Chriſtian Reader, | 


worke to give him principles. a a5 hig ob 9 as that 
work, & when. fe will lay a many to "Mind bits 
firſt to that wirke, in which bewill liy bimby. 

4+ Carry a mcek Spirit along with you 
in-the work. When. Chriſt rode as King into 
Jeruſalem, he rode meek , meek: thoſe that 
would accompany Chriſt to bis King dome, auuſt 
be of that ſpirit their King is of. Moſes mever + 
failed but once'in the work of his generation; | 
it was then when be loft his meek. ſpirit, Nun. 
20.10. Expounded, Pf. 106.32. They ange- 
red. him at thewaters-of ſtrife, ſo that it 
weat 11] with Moſes for theirſakes...Zut for 
what reaſan*'fee v. 33. becaule they provo- 


with his lips. God i« oft times in the ſmall: * | 
 ftill-woice, when neither in the Whirl. wind, nor 
the Earthquake, wor the fire, 1 King.19. 11, 43+ 
-5--Andlafily. Be much in praiſes. Praiſes 
in the laſt times ſpall have the ſame efficacy. and. 
that prayer in former times hath had. In ' 


Rev-1 5. Whilſt the Saints who have gotten the 

'DiFory over the beaſt ,&* over his jmgge;C over 
his mark. and over the _—_ of his name, are 
ſtanding on the Sea of glaſs, with the Harps _—— | 
God, and ſinging the ſong of Moſes, andof 


Lamb. 
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Brief and Seaſonable Word, hum- 
bly oftered to the View and Con- 


tideration of the Saints and people 
of God in this Generation. 


Eſpecially to thoſe in whoſe hands 


tor the preſent the 1/orke lyes, re- 
lating co the Work of the preſent 
Age or Generation we live in. 


| AR. 13. 36. For David after he had ſer 
ved his owne Generation , by the will of 
God fell on ſheep. | 


© gw 01's Chapter for the greateft parc 
ay Baſt) contains a rebear ſal of that divine and 
-; fl beavenly Sermon preached by Paul at 
CES Ancoch. The Subje&-matrer of 
his diſcourſe is Feſus Chriſt, the particulars 
ſited on, are his Death and Reſurrefion, che 
two main pillars of Criſtian Religion , the 
two chick Heads,or common-places,to which 
Pax] reduch his whole Goſpel, 1 Cor. 15. 
3z 4+ B +1. H:s 
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A Word to this Generation, 


His ſcope in treating of theſe being to con- 
vince the Fews ( who were in expeRation- of 
the Meſſiah, or Cyrift) that the Meſfiab was al- 
reedy come, dead and ri {en again, and that this Fe- 
ſus whom be predched unto them was be, and alſo 
to perſwadeall-ſorts of men, whether Fewes, 
or Gentiles, who expe&ed Salvation, to look 
for it no where elſe but only from this Jeſus 
. who was dead for {innes, and raiſed again for 
the juftification of finners. 

And it ſeems this was the Apoſtles ordina» 
ry way, and method of preaching, not onely 
here, but every where elſe, eſpecially when he 
met wich any Fewes, as appears, Ag. 17. 2,3. 

The words read are brought tn under the 
laſt of theſe, viz. The DoGrine of the Reſurre- 
dion, as:the Apoſtle was proving,and clearing 
char, for having evidenced Chrifts Keſurrediton 
from the teftimony of many who were Eye- 
witneſſes of the ſame, who had both ſeen him 
and converſed with him after hee was I1- 
ſen, verf. 31. He for the farther conficmarion 
thereof, makes uſe of that notable teftimony 
of the Propher David, Pal. 16.10. who ſeeing 
| b«forehand the reſurrc@ion of Chriſt , ſpake 
th:£>f on this wife ; Thou ſhalt not ſuffer thine 
boly One ro _ —_—_ W wich words faith the 


| Wand w corrupti- 
7 on; 


Concerning the Work of the Generation, 2 I 


- oh; but they do moſt fitly agree to this Feſws, who 
wasdead, and by the power of God in three 

' days rayſted again, and fo ſaw no corrupti- 
on, and therefore muſt needs be underſtood 
of him, and by them his Reſurredion was pro- 
phetically pointed out many hundreds of 
years before the time. 

And it feems that this Argument drawn 
from the words of David to prove the reſurre= 
Gien of Chrift was of n> little forces for not 
only Paul the Apoftle of the Gentiles, but Pe- 
ter alſo, the great Apoſtle of the Circumciſi- 
on , makes uſe of it to the ſame end and pur- 
poſe that Paul doth here, AF. 2.25,26,27,8c. 

The words themſclys that I have picched 

upon, are nor 2ny part of the Apoftles Argu- 
| mentor, prook, but ſomewhat worthy obfer- 
| vation in David brought in by the way ( as ic 
were in aparentheſis ) whilft the Apoſtle was 
following up of his main Argument, which 
was how that David fell on ſleep, was laid to bis 
Fathers, ard ſawcorruption , and that therefore 
this Prophecy of not ſeing corruption could not be 
meant of David bimſelfe, but muſt relate to Chriſt, 
plainly importing his reſurre@ion. : 
But now there was ſomething Antecedeng 
| © Davids falling a{leep very admirable and 
remarkablcin him , which the Apoſtle will 
by no meanes let (lip, but fers it before all as. 
thing worchy ticic imitation, which is, how py 
| 2 B 2 chat 5 
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F A Word to this Generation, 
that David before. he fcll on {ſleep ſerved his 
own generation by the will of God. For Da- 
vid after be bad ſerved bis own generation by the 
will of God, fell on ſleep. 
I ſhall ficſt Paraphraſe upon the words, and 
then come to my obſervation from them, 
Served bis generation (7. e,) did the worke of 
bis generation ; What was the worke of his ge- 
neration David applied himfſelfe anto , be was 
not an idler, a{luggard in his generation. Ti- 
mothy ſerved with Paulin the Goſpel , Phil, 2. 
22, (i.e. } did the work of the Goſpel toge- 
ther with Paul. bd : 
His own generation, $f another gener /un; 
every generation { as hall ſhew anon ') hach 
its proper and peculiar worke. Now David 
made it his buſineſs to find out and attend 
unto that warke which did properly belong 
to his generatzon, 

By the will of God. Theſe word take in the 
ground or riſe of Davids obedience, the matter 
and manner ofit. The ground or riſe was Gods 
Fill. God wiiled David to do the worke of bis 
generation, and becauſe God willed him he did 
ic : he ſerved che will of God in ſerving his ge- 
neration., and therefore ſerved his generation, 
becauſe it was the will of God. The matter of 
Davids obedience was not humane inventions, 
or mens traditione, but ſuch things onely as 

God Gid will, and czll him to do in is gene» 
"of BN | ration. 
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ration. The manner of Davids obedience was not - 
in what way he lifted, or in humane prudence 
judged beſt, bur in ſuch a way as was moſt 
conſonant to Gods will revealed to him : as 
he did not of his own head frame the macter, 
fodid he not determine of the way or manner, 
buc in both did ſet before him the. wi!l of God, 
and a according to that will. | 

| Nottograſpetogether all that lics in theſe 
words, my aym being only at this, viz. 

DoR. That it is an eſpeciall duty lying upon the 
Saints to attend unto, and be atlive in the work, or 
Forks of their generation. | 

Gods famous Worthies who have gone be- 
fore us (whereof David here is inſtance) have 
done thus, whoſe examples ( though not in 
every thing, yer ) in theſe things ace rules to 
us, and therefore we fhould doir ; yea, it's 
the willof God, this David here grounds his o- 
bedience upon , which will makes it as well 
on duty as his, and therefore wee ought to 

Qt. 

In the carrying on of this, I (ball ſhew, 

1. What generation-work is, and how che 
ſame differs from other works, 

2. That Saints in the feverall generations 
they have lived in , haveever had tne proper 
and peculiar works of their generdiions. 

3. That it is a thing of very great concern- 
ment for a Sint to attend £2, and be jadu- | 

B 3 firious F: 
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firious in the worke of his generation, 
| 4+. Whercin doth the work of the preſent 
generation lie, 

5. How each one in particul:r may finde 

.our that part or parcell of it thats properly 
his work in his generation. 

6. Andlaftly, How generation-worke may 
be carried on ſo, as that God may be ſerved 
in the generation, | 

Firft, What generation-worke is , and' how 
different from other works. M4 

Anſ. Generation-worke that worke, or thoſe 
works which th+ way or manner of Gods diſpenſt= 
#ions in the age a Saint lives in, calls bim unto, 

When either the condition of che Church | 
or people of God, or the tranſaQtions of God | 
in the age we livein, or the light of that age | 
calls us to ſome ſpecial employment, we may 
-Jooke upon that worke to be the worke of the 
generatzo1. | 

So that in the worke of our generation , al- 

though thematter of the worke b= no other, 
then what the word hath laid downe, and is 
commanded in thegeneral, yer the call to the 
worke takes its principal-riſe from the way or 
manner of Gods diſpenſations in, or unto that 
Hence the worke- of the generation differs 
from that worke which lies upon a Saintto 
periorm, as he is a Saint, for thoſe worker are 
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not limiced to any one generation, but-are - 
common to all ; what } ſtand bound to do as - 


I am a Saint, I am alike obliged to do in that 


reſpe@, in whatſoever age or generation | live : 


bur now the worke of my generation, I ſtand , 


bound to that by vertue of Gods diſpes/ations 
towards the age I live in; in ſuch. manner, as 


that thing which now is my worke livingin 


this age, did [ live in another age, wherein the 


diſpenſations of God were afcer another man- 
ner, would not be my worke, but another. 


thing wouid be my worke. 


Hence likewiſe che worke of our generation” 


is different from the works of our caliings , ftas- 


tion, relation or preſent condition , tarievery of 


theſe bring cheir ſeveral works, but cheſepro- 


perly as they are ſuch (7. e: ) workes or duties' 


flowing from my calling , ſtation in the world, 
relation or preſent congition, are not the worke 


of my generation. 


Though here 1 grant jt that the worke of . 


Saints generatio; may fail in with'che worke s 
forementioned, eliher thofe which lie upon 


him asa Saint, or thoſe which are the proper 


works of his calling, ſtation, relation or preſent 
condition ( i. ) che work of a Saints generation 
and theſe, may be one and the ſame in Sub- 
ſtance, chough two in diverſe reſpets, as | 
ſhall make out ro you. 

I F or common duties which lie up2n a Saint, as 
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Saint, A Saint may have fome duties lying 
upon him as he is fuch a one, binding all 
Sgints, in all ages, all the world over, which 


yec in ſome rimes may be the very work of the 


generation. 
As for example. Belecving is a worke which 
lies upon a Saint as a Saint: A manashbeis a 
Saint is always 17 whacorver age or generdti» 
 o8 he lives in bound to believe, and have conh= 
dence inthe promite and pouver of Gatthur it 
may ſo fall out, that the diſpeniations af God 
towards his people may be ſuch, as that belee- 
wing web-is an eſpecial] duty lying upan Saints 
in all genergtions, may be the great work God 
cals unto in that age or generation a Saint lives 
in, So it was in the vime of Moſes, and there- 
fore ( as I conceive ) did God fo {everely pus 
niſh the unbelief of that: uge, becauſe this their 
fn was not-only-a negle@ of a greatand com- 
mon duty , but a negieQing the very worke of 
their generation, 

Agaiv, Prayer is a duty , which lies upon a 
Saint as a Saint , no praying man no Saint ; for 
Saints have their denomination from calling 
upon the name ofthe Lord , 1 Cor: 1. 2. Bur 
now prayer, 2 city ſo generall , ahd common 
to all generations , may be as the caſe may fall 
out, one ſpecia}l worke of that age or generd- 
tion a Saint lives in. And ſo (l rakeir )it was 
in Danicls time, when Ifraels return from Ba- 


bylon 
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bylon was approaching, and therefore Daniel 
is ſo ſtirred up to pray , and his preyer made fa 
well pleafing unto God, becauſe he did noc the 
thing 0{ely as a common duty , but as the 
worke of his Generation. | 
And on the contrary , upon the ſame 
ground we are now ſperking of, God doth 
( ax I canceive ) forbid Ferewy co pray for the 


people of that time , becauſeprayer though as © 


2 common duty it remained, yet did it then 


ceaſe as any part of the worke ofthe Generation. 


2. A Saint may bave ſome duty lying upon bits 
by vertue of bis calling, which may alſo be the very 
worke of his Generation. 


As for example, Suppoſe a godly man be 


| conſtituted aGenerall , or an Vader-Officer in 
an Army , railcd againſt ſame great and pro= 


fefled enemies of Jeſus Chriit, at ſuch a time 


* as by Gods appointment , the ruine of theſe 


his enemies draws neer : for him to fighe for, 
and under thoſe, in their d:fence who have 
given this power and command to him, is the 
very worke of his calling, that which his place 
enjoyns him unto : but now conlidering the 


. cauſche is engaged in, which is the pulling 


down of ſome potent enemies of Jeſus Chrift 
which God in, or about that age he lives in 
hath determined to ruine ; fo bis fighting is 
nor. only the worke of his calling , but the very 
work -f his Generation alſo. | 
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Again, put caſea man isa Minifter,the ma- 
king known the truths of God to others is 
the work of his calliag , in doing whereof hee 
doth n2 more then what his caZing requires of 
him, but now as ſuch a one ftudics and con- 
trives making it his delign , ſcope and ayme, 
not onely to ſpeake cruths ( which another 
man by being conſcientious in his calling may 
do ) but to ſpeak truths , and cruths in ſuch 
a manner, as is moſt ſutable unto, and may 
through the bleſſing of God mit conduce to 
the good and benefit of ſouls in thoſe times 
and places he lives in, 0 he doth the worke of 
his generato7. 

And as a-Souldjer in the field may doe the 
worke of his calling by bcing faichtull unto, 8& 
valiant for thote who enrruft him, and 
( yer the wirke of his culling and Generation 
being mixed ) nor cye ail ais while the work * 
_ of his Generation. So may a Miniſter in the 

Pulpit-do the work of kis calling by preaching 
truth found] y an Power ku "iy, and yet ( not 
having reſpeR to what tri:ths the preſent age, 
and the neceflicy of his hcarers doina more e- 
ſpecial manner cathcr thn others , call for 
rhe opening and applying of ) he' may miſle 
the worke of his Oneration. 

3- A Saint byvertue of his ſtation aud relation 
may hav? (ome duty lying upon bim , which may be 
the werk of bis generation, and yet the wirk, of his 
tation and relation. ; As 
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As for inſtance. A-godly man is a Miniſter 
of a Fanily, for him now according to his a- 
bilicy, to teach, inſtruc, & principle his wife, 
Children, andvServants, and to govern in his 
Family, is the duty of hi: ſt«tion., or the place 
God hath ſ(ct him in ; and the duty of his rela- 
tion alſo, as he is a Husband ,; Facher, Maſter, 
and when he doth this he doth no other thing 
then what the ſtation God hath ſer him in, 
andthe bond of relation binds him to per= 
form : But now when he doth ſo govern in his 
Family, and fo inftru and principle thoſe un- 
der him, and in relation to him, as that both 
himſelt and his may acknowledg,and in fome 
meaſure anſwer the ca/of Gods preſent diſs | 
pen/arons towards the age he lives in, whether 
co ſufitr , if the diſpenſation call for that, or 
ro be ſerviceable in any aGive way, to ſome 
ſpeciall cauſe of God on foot in that age, he 
doth the worke of his generation : though his 
ativity lye within the bounds of his family, 
yet ſo long as what hee acts tends to bring 
himſelf and his,as much as may be, to anſwer 
the preſent diſpenſations of God, he doth the 
worke of his generation. 

4. A Saint by vertue of the preſent condition be 
may be in, may ftand obliged ro ſome duty, which 
yet may be the worke of bus generation as well as of 
by condition. 
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As to exerciſe faitb and patzence under ſuf- 
ferings for Chriſt, is the worke ofa ſuffering 
condition ; but naw it my ſufferings fall our in 
ſuch an oge wherein the Chuggh of God in 
gencrall lies under perſecution , then the ex+ 
erciſc of faith and patience under the Croffe, is 
not only the worke of my condition, but the ve» 
ry worke of my generation, that which the diſ- 
pen [ations of God in the age [| live in, calla for 
atmy bands. | | t 

By-what bath been (aid we ſee that ſuch a 
caſe may be that in the ſubfiance of the worke, 
that worke Which lies upoz a Saint 4s a Saint, aud 
which is the worke of bis calling, ſtation, relation, 
and condition may be tbe {ame with the work of bis 
generation : and yet in divers reſpets there 
way be {ſuch a vaſt difference , that one man 
doing the ſame work,ſha]l do more then thac 
which lies upon him , and every one eiiz as 
Seints, or which his calling, ſtation, relatiton, or 
condition calls for , and another in doing the 
very ſame worke, {hall du all chis as well and 
_ then he, and the worke of his generation 
alſo. 

From what hath bcen ſpoken as touchi 
this, the 6ns1! concjulion is, that the worke of 
our generation i not any worke diſtin. in ſub- 
ſtance from all oiber works ( for wereltſa, ir 
would be a more eaſi=- thing to find jt: ogt 


then indeed it is ) but the difference lies in conſi= 


dering 
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dering the ſame worke in divers re ſpethi : *cis not 
diverſity of worke, 10 much as diverfity of re« 
by ſped in working chart makes thedifference. 
n Secondly, The next thing to be opened is, 
. That the Saints in their ſeverall generations bave 
s bad, and ſtill have their proper and peculiar works. 
4 My meaning is, That there is ſome worke, 
- which is more properly the worke of Saints li- 
r VIDg in one generation, then it is of Saints Ii- 
ving in another. Saints of this generation have 
ſome works which Saints of former generations 
had not ; and Saints of former generations had 
ſome works, which Saints of this generation 
have not. | 

For the making out of chis, I ſhall drawa 
line through the ſeverall generations that Saints 
from che beginning have lived it , and takea 
view of Saints,and of cheir worþ or work, each 
of them in their ſevera)] generations. 

To begin with Nvab (for I cannot point 
out all generations from Adam down- wards, 
but ſuch onely upon which ſome remarkable 
ations of eminent Sainrs dwejling in thoſe 
generations are fixed, thereby making them 
memorable to after times ) hee befides all his 
other works had the proper worke of his gene- 
ration, which was to build an Arke for the pre= 
ſervation of hz houſe, and the creatures from the 
flood and univerſall deluge ; by which he preach- 
ed a real! Sermon for one hundred and wen» | 
© 2 
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ty yeares to the old world, all the while che 
Arke was a preparing , and by which the A- 
poſtle faith, Heb.1 1.7. He condemned the world, 
(i.c.) the perſons of that generation, and this | 
worke it was a worke dittint from theworke 
of all other generations. 

Next to him Abrabam had the proper work 
of his generation, which was, 10 goe forth of bis 
Countrey, and from bis Fathers bouſe, unto a 


. Land which Ged ſhould ſhew him, and there to 


follow: God from one place to another , beleeving 
that one day bis ſeede ſhould enjoy that Land that 
now be was a ftranger in ; but in the mean time 
to dwell in Tents with Tſaac and Facob, heirs 
with him of the ſame promiſe. This was nor 
the worke of after generations, yet was it the 
worke of his and their generations. | 
Afcer him Moſes and Aaron and other faith- 
full ones in cheir dayes, had che proper worke 
of thrir Generation ,. which was to looke up to 
God, and truſt bim for meate and drinke, and ray- 
ment , and preſervation in a harren wilderneſſe 
where none of theſe things were to be had. & where 
they lay open to craell enemies on every fide to the 
malice of cruell imbitered enemies. To truſt 
God in ſuch an extraordinary way was not 
the worke of after generations, which yct was 
the ſpecial] worke of this generation, 
Come to Davids time, he al{o had the pro» 
per worke of his generation , whercin ( as our 
Text 
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Text witnefſeth) he ſerved God, web was to cut 
down Gods enemies round about, thereby to make 
yoorn and proviſion for the hou ſe of God, which was 
to be built at Jeruſalem, here was his diſtinQive 
Wworke. 

Next after him coms Solomon, whoſe diftin& 
worke was to build the Temple of God which bis 
Father David had made room and proviſton for. 

To paffe over the works of many following 
generations, let ug come to Jeremiahs time, had. 
not Gods people in that age the proper warke 
of their Generation ? which was willingly to put 
their necks under, and quietly ſubmit unto the yoke 
of the King of Babylon, giving themſelves up unto 
captivity untill ſepenty yeares ſhowid be accompliſh- 


ed, God did nor give any fuch poſitive com- 
- mands unto other Generations. 


After this in Ezra's, Nehemial;'s, and Daniels 
time, theſe worthies andkhe Saints of char age 
had the proner worp of their generation, which 


' was to go forth of Babylon. and rebaild the Temple 


of God at Feru{ulem , whic: Nebuchadnezzar bad 
deſtroyed. 
Thus all along in the times of the Old Te- 


fament, Gods Church and people in their 


ſeverall Generations have had their ſeverall 


Works. 
Let us look: to the New Teftament web daws« 
nedin Johnthe Baptiſt , had hot Fobn the pro- 


W worke of his generation, which was * to be 


6 the 
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*the Fore-runner and Ha rbinger ot the Mefſi- 
<ab/, to declare to the Nation of the Jewes 
*thatthe Meſſiah whom chey expe&ed and 
© waited for, was now approzching, andchac 

© the glorious Kingdome of God in the pure 
© :diminiſtration of the Goſpel was at hand, 
*and that therefore ir did behove cvery one . 

© now to have their eyes & hearts turned from 
© Moſes cowards him, and bis adminiftration, 
* which was now approaching. 

After him the Apoſtles in cheir time had 
the proper worke of their Generation , which 
was *rogo forth and publiſh the glad cidings 
"of ſalvation, which before were c up 
© wichin the narrow compaſs of Jude to all 

© the world, beginning at Jeruſalem, ro gaiher 
© Saincs rogether lo faft as they were convert- 
© ed into Churches, and to appoint over theſe 
© Paſtors and Teachers; and alſo to give rules 

*and direQions for the right ordering and 

© governing of the Churches unto the end of 
© che world. 

Let us come to the Saints of following 
Generations , had not they likewjſe theic 
proper workes, which was in ſome ©cobeare 
* winefſe betore the wicked world, and the 

* Hzarhen Tyrants and Infidels of choſe ages 
© wherein they lived, 'to the truth of that D- 
- Qrine they had received from the Apoſtles 
"before thrm, by ſealing the ſame wich their 
© blood, 
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©lood, & willingly giving themſelves up (an y" F 3 


© ſheep to thre (haug? T:r )) to the craclties,” tor= | 
© cures , maſſacres of the Paganiſh world it - 
© bearing eeftimony tothe trach'of Jeſus. 
 Afcerwardz the work of the next Generation 
was to beare witneſſe by writing, preaching, and 
all ſound dofrine, againſt the damnable Hereſic s of 
Arrlus and vis complices, & others, which through - 
that little tranquility which the Church enjoyed un- 
der Conftancine crept in,and overſpread the Chri- 
ſtian world. 
in after ages for fome bungreds of years tos 
gether, che work of S'* In their generation was 
ro beare witneſs by ſpeaking and ſuffering unto the 
truth &--worſbip of Feſus, againſt the pr raicious er< 
rors, & falſe worſhip of Antichriſt, & the boundles 
and ſwelling pride, and pomp of that man of fin. 
In generations fince, the work hath-bin'fo re- 
ccv2r ths:truth and worſhip of Chriſt ;" which was 
well nigh buni-d nnder Antichriſts reigh, 46'#1s an- 
cient purity, luſtre, & beauty: Ando Lu:her & the 
Saints and Worthies ot his generation "us their 
principal work did recover our of thejaws of 
the Beaſt;the precious truths of Chriſty Frieſt-"- - 
ly Office, the glorious dodrine of our Faſtifica-. 
tion by Chrift alne, which was well nigh ſwal- 
owed np by the Antichriftian innovations of 
Mafſes,Croffes, Pardons, Pennance,Purgatorys' 
Vowes, Pilgrimages, ſolicary and'fingle life, 
with other inventions of humane wiſdom, for - 
"© _ - che 
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' BZ '% the procuring a righeeauſnetſe of our own. - 
9 And fince him the great worke of Saints in 
their generations hath been to recover the Kingly 
office of Chriſt, which the Lordly pomp and Tyren- 
_ nyof the manof ſin and bis followers bad caſt a miſt 
upon, to ſet up Gbrift as ſole King and Governour 
in bis Churches, as well as the onely and alone high 
Prieſt of bis Saints. | 
Thus Saints all along from the beginning 
of the world in their feverall Generations, have 
had their fevera]l workes proper and peculiar 
r9'the generations they have lived in; fo as that 
what hath been the worke of one generation, 
hath not been the worke of another; and whar 
| hath been the worke of that other, hath not 
been the work of that, unleſfe at ſuch time ( as 
ie fel] out in the generations of Abrabam, Tſaac, 
and Facob.,. ar d alſo the ſeverall generations of 
the Saints under the Reman and Antichriftian 
perſecutions') wherein the diſpenſetions of 
God towards his people bath continued rhe 
ſeme, and for ſubſtance alike for divers gene- 
rations together, there the worke hath 'been the 
ſame : for no fubſtantial change in diſpenſeti- 
on, thereis none in the worke of our generation, 
ic b:ing variation of diſpenjation that cauſeth 
the worke of our generation for to vary. 
34 Generall:Head ; That it is a thing of ve- 
7) great concernment for 4 Saint to attend unto, & 
be ative it the-worke of his generation.” 
”  Generation- 
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Generation- work, is the moft negleQed work. 
of all others with the generalicy of Profe(- 
ſors, who cictier confider not that fach a 
worke there is 3 or it they do, yer they thinke 
thac it beJongs to others, not to them to 
mind ic : bar irr caſe chey be induftrious In 
thoſe common duties which lye upon them as 
Saints, and thoſe ſpeciall duties which attend 
their callings, ſtations, relations, or preſent con- 
dition, it is enough for them, and matcers not, 
whether they be aive in the buſineſs of cheic 
generation, yea or no. Yea many that are ems 
ployed. therein do not ſufficiently weigh che 
greatneſſe of the worke they have in hand. I 
ſhall therefore here endeavour to ſhew of how 

great concernment it is for a.Saint to attend unto, 
and be attjve in this workg, which I ſhall lay be- 
fore you in ſome particulars. ns 

1. God by bis diſp:nſations calls dloud for it. 
The diſpen/ations of God have a voyce, and God 

- | ofc by theſe beſpeaks a dity, or duties of his 
, |& people, Mic. 6. 9. The Lords woyce cryeth unto 
 theCity—what voice is this ? why meerly the 

= voice of a di penſation, Gods diſpenſations being 

\ = commands, Heare the Rod, and who bath ap- 
pointed it : co diſobey then the viſible call of s 
diſpenſation, is to diſobey a command of God. 
jo The hazarding our lives is a weighty maccer, 
| andifdonecareleſly a great ſin,yet Eftber up- 

on the yiſible call of a diſp:nſation. ( vis, Gods 
© 2 __ cauſe 


——— 
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' ready to ſuffer) runns this ſore bazard : to 


her warrant,he being not endued wich a pro- 


cautc and peopic ot God lying at the ſtake 


which chough ſhe were ſtirred up by Mordecai 
( as one Chciſtian friend now may fticre up a- 
nother , in ſuch a capagity as Eſther was , to 
befriend Gods cauſe, were it now dying , as _ 
then ic was) yet were not Afordecais words 


pherticall Spiric, nor ſpeaking as ſuch, ( as his | 
doubtfull ſpecch ſheweth ; bo knows whether | 
thou grt come to the Kingdome for ſuch a time as | 
this ? ) but the call of the diſpenſation. - | 
Meroz was caled by Gods diſpenſations to | 
belpthe Lord againſt the mighty, We read not of 
any particular command Meroz had to do it, 
only the call of a diſpenſation ( Gods people 
were und.r opprefſors, and God was up to de- 
liver them ) which call Meroz negle&ing, Me- 
102 is doubly and bitterly curſed by the An- 
gel of the Lord fcr it, Fudg.5. 23. Curſe ye Me- | 
rez ( ſaid the Angel of the Lord ) curſe ye bit- 
terly the inhabitants thereof : becauſe they came 
mot 16 the help of the Lord, to the belp of the Lord | 
againſt the mighty. Whereas contrariwiſe Fael 
the wife of Heber the Kewite, having no o her | 


| cal[but this very call Meroz had (for though 


It were prophecied a woman ſhould ſliy Siſera, 
yet was «; \ that revealed to her, orin caſcit 
were, yetho particular woman named, that 
was no warrant for her _) in obcdience hereto 
ſlaying 


x 


. 


Concerning the Wi-orko f the Generation. .21 


laying Siſera, is doubly bleſt, and-chart: above 
women, -as the other is-doubly and-birterly 


curſed. Fer. 24,25. Bleſſed above women: ſpall 


7ael the wife of Heber the Kenite be'; bleſſed flal 
{he be above women in the Tent--- 

2. Generation-worke is of al othergthe [great= 
eſt worke, and aneglet herein the greateſt fin. My 


meaning is,that that obligation wherein-Itand - 


boand unto the worke of my generation , :18 a 
greater obligation, then. thac whereby 1 tand 


bound to any other duty; and my fault or er- . 
rour herein is2 greater and more provoking. 


error, then any other of my errours3 which 
Aﬀertion although ic may ſeem tranpe; yet ic 
. appears thus; in that God himſelf doth more, 
delightin, and account of that duty perfor- 
med, which is the worke of our generation, thn 
he doth of the performance of any other duty, 
although ic be a thing eſpecially command- 
ed by himſelf: and on the other fide ;| God is 
mare difpleaſed with,and provoked by thoſe 
e :ors that men commit in the worke af their 
generation, then wich any other of theirerrors 
whatſoever. 

The fi:t is evideat in thoſe wordsof Samuel 
to Saul, x Sam. 15 22. Hath the Lord as great 
delight in burnt-offering ', as in obeying the voyce of 
the Lord? Behold, tn obey is better then ſacrifice, 
and to bearken then the fat of Rams. The offer- 


ing ſacrifice was Gods command, and a prin- 
EE C 3 cipall 


< on, oy 
A” "PD 
_> at PIO 


22 A Word to this Generation, 


——— 


cipall part of his worſhip in thote.dayes, yet 
when Saul out of pretente of obeying: this 
canmand of God, diſobey<cd God in that other 


ſpeciall command of utterly deftroying Amalek 


which was the great work God had to.do, and 


Saul was employed in, in that generation : the, 


from the month of the Lord doth 
not onely reprehend him , and condemn; his 
fa, but pronounceth of theſe two things up- 
on this occafion now compared together, 
that God did more abundantly delighr in, 
and account of che obeying of his voyce in 
that porke which was the work of Sauls Gene- 


ration, then either he did, or would do in 


burnt-offerins, ſacrifices, or the fat of Rams, 
though thing of his own appointment : in a 
word, the meaning is this, that obedience to 
God in thar thing which is the worke of our 
generation, is more acceptable to God then the 
performance of the moſt ſpeciall a&s of his 
worfhip, as ſacrifice and burnt-offeriogs in 
ahoſe dayes were. 

Hence we find in Scripture ( which ſerves 
farther to evidence this ') that when ſpeciall 
Ordinances or a&s of worſhip have come in 
competition with the worke of the generation, 
Ordinances and a&s of worſhip have yeelded. 
and given place to that. Circumciſion was a 
ſpeciall Ordinance given to Abrabams ſeed, 
with that ſeverity that the uncircumciſed 


_— 
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was to be cut off from among his people;yer 
forty years cogether, whilſt Iſrael walked in 
the wilderneſs, the worke of that generation 
being ſuch as could nor with fafery to their 
perſons admit of Circumciſion, which requi- 
red ſome fixed abode, at leaft for ſome time 
(as Þoſh.5.8.)) which they were ever uncertain 
of being to follow the motion of the cloud 
(as Namb.g.17,18,19,20,21,22, )Circumfion 
though Gods Ordinance (rather then God 
will alter the way of his difpenſations ; which 
he could ecafily have done ) for forty years 
rogerher (till Iſrael was entered Canaan, and 
ſo from under thar diſpenſation of che cloud ) 
muſt, and doth yield and give place unto the 
worke of the Generation. TEE 

And which is yer more, not onely ſpeciall 
Ordinances, but alſo common duties have gi- 
ven place to the worke of the generation. To 
keep inviolate Articles and conditions of 
peace when made, though wich a Turk, is a 
duty which the rule of common equity and 
Juſtice betwixt man and man requires, Yet 
Fael when che work of her generation called for 
all the help the could lend ic (though a pages 
were betwixt Fabin King of Hazor , and hec 
 Husband, yer ) in the time of peace, ( which 
peace too ( as far as we can underftand ) be- 
ewixt her Husband and this King , was kept 
inviolace as on Jabins part } ſhee ( taking her 
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advantage ) murders Siſera che chiet Caprain 
of Zabin King of Haror in his Tent , and is 10 
far-from beingÞlamed, as ſhe is commended and 
bleſſed by the Holy Ghoſt for ic. 

And as rhis firſt is clear, ſo the other. ( viz. 
That neglect of Generation-worke is . tbe great«ſt 
finne )) is as cyident, nor onely from the tore- 
going words of God to Squl., 1 Sam. 15+ 23- 
paralelling bis diſobedience herein with fins 
of the higheſt, and of a ſcacler dye ; as rebelli- 
on, Witch-craft, and idolatry ; ; bur alſo if ye 
confider, hw that of all the fins. we read of 
in Scripiure, wee finde nogany more provu- 

king to the Lord, and falling ſo heavy upon 
the head of the ſinner, as offences and ncgle As 
in the worke of their generation. The Spies 
who were ſent by Mojes to view the iandof 
Canaan, becquſe they finned againſt the worke 
of thejr generation , thay preſently dve of the 
plague before the Lord. The whole Congre- 
gation of Iſrcel (not Moſes and Aaron cxcepi- 
ed ) becauſe they diftruſted the power and 
goodnefſe of God (whereas the great worke 
of that generation was to-truft God, and believe 
in bis power and goodneſſe , which lefſon they 
were taught by che daily diſpenſation: cf God 
rowards them, wherein his power and goodneſs 
were manifeſted before them )have that heavy 
and diſmall ſentence psff:d upon them, That 
they Bm rever eng." i!" .the reſt of Contian, oo 
toe 


- 
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14. 29, Which afterwards God in the way of 
his providence fulfilled upon th. 1, caufing 
chem to wander 1o the witderneſs forty years, 
untill all that generation was conſumed. ' And 
which 18 very obſervable, they befides this 
were guilty oft many other grievous {f1nns; be- 
ing Icolaters, Formicators, Lufters, &c. as the A+ 
poſttle tells us, x Cor. 10. beg. and yet for none 
ot theſe is the ſentence paticd upon them, bur 


only for their miſcarriage in that which was ' 


the worke of «heir generdtion, Heb. 3. 19.' They 
could not enter in becauſe of their unbelief.. 

. Yea wheretore was the unbelief of the Fews 
in cur Saviours , and the Apoſtles time, pu- 
- niſhed fo ſeverely with a breaking off, and a 
rejeion for now 1600 years together, but 
becauſe thercin they tnncd againſt the work of 
their generativ7, whigh was: ro believe in 
Chriſt, and embrace him as the Mcfſtah ,.who 
they had long +xveted, and God in thig/ age 
had ſent amorglit them their cruciſying- of 
Chriſt was a grievous fin ; but becauſe nota 
{in 2gainſt the worke of their generation , there» 
fore they are not tor that a& rejected, 'bur 
conrrartwiſe after this the Goſpel is by ſpeci- 
all command to be preached torhem, as Enk. 
24- 47+ but fornot- believing in Chriſt ;:and 
receiving him for the crue Mefſiab, which was 
the worke of their generation, they axe rejeRed 
= ( as 


their Carkaſſes ſhould fall in the wilderne(s, Num. on 
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(as Rom. IL 1. 20, becauſe of unbelief they are 


off= ) and fo remain uncothis day. 

To all which lec mefurther add, that not 
in theſc only, bur many examples more, it 
ſcems to be Gods uſual way in the execution 
of his wrath againſt finners, to write the ſen- 
rence of their condemnation upon the fore- 
beadof chis finn, rather then any other, Sau} 
finncd in offering ſacrifice,& was then threat- 
ned with the loffe of the Kingdom, 1 Sam. 13. 
13, 14. Bur the execution of this threatning, 


and the unkinging of him comes in upon his 


miſcarriage in that of Amaleh, a fin _— 
the worke of his generation. Aaron finned moſt 
fouly in the bufineſs of the Golden Calf, and 
at another time jn, murmuring againft Moſes, 
but the ſentenee paſſed upon him that he 
ſhould die in the wildernefle, is for his not be- 
leeving at the waters of Merjbab, a fin againſt 
. the worke of his generation , Numb. 20. 12, 13. 

God uſually wricing the ſentence of biz dif- 
pleaſure upon the forchead of the moſt pro- 
voking fin. 

From what hath been ſpoken my Afﬀertion 
ſtands firme, viz. That the obligation whereby I 
ftand bound unto the worke of my generation, is a 
| greeter obligation then that whereby I ſtand bound 
10 ny other duty , and my fault or error berein is 
« greeter error then any other of my errors. From 
which principle ( before I leave it) wo 

f raw 


A amMA£m ac Tc va a ww ww © wm. fu ms oo _ + 


a ot wc 


PEPE. | 


Concerning the Work of the Generation. 27 = 


draw another, which naturally flowes out of 
it, viz. That it is the duty of a Chriſtian man, em- 
ployd an generation-worke, when other workes and 
this do land im competition, to chooſe negleQ in any 
dity, retber then in that, wherein the worke of bis 
generation lies yea to break through all that be may. 
follow this, bis obligation bereto being tbe greateſt 
obligation, bis negled berein the moſt provoking fin. 
Whick thing chough for the truth thereof it 
need not bluſh, carrying its evidence with its 
ſelf, yet in receiving of it, uſe Chriftian wiſ- 
dome, and much more in the praQtice. 

And here as a Concluſion to all the reſt,let 
me take the boldneſs for toadd , whaz hach 
ſometimes been the ifſae of retired thoughts, 
that for this reaſon hath God ſo gloriouſlly, 
and eminently owned, beyond belief, and to 
admiration, the never to be forgotten pro= 
ceedings of the Army of England , becauſe 
( though they have ſcemed, ar leaſt bia char- 
ged by {landerous Tongues and Pens, with 
violating the bonds of relation ) they yet 
have in all prefſed on, & followed after ( tho 
through a cloud of diſmaying difficalcies and 
dangers ) the work of their generation. 

3. Indoing the worke of our generation, wee 
are moſt ſerviceable ts the deſign of God, that is on 
foot in the age we live in. As therenever yet 
was an age in the world , wherein GOD 
was not driving on, one great deſign or other 

(although 
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( although the manifeftation of his more glo- 
rious defipns, and workes of wonder, have ever 
been limiced to ſome particular generations ; } 
fo hath Godin all ages declared himſelf ex. 
ceedingly well pleaſed with ſuch of his chil- 
dren, whoſe obedience hath more direQly fal- 
len in with his defign on foot in cheir age. Da- 
niet whilft he is praying and mourning, hath 
the Angel Gabriel ſent unto him with chis re- 
doubled teſtimony from Heaven concerning 
him, chat ne was a man greatly beloved, Chap. g. 
21, 22, 23. Chap. 10,11. 19: Eſay, Feremit, 
and other godly men prayed, yer do wee not 
read of any ſuch teſtimony given concerning 
them praying, as here is concerning Daniel, 
why ſo? the reaſon may be this, Daniels pray- 
er fel] in with Gods deſign : God was upon a 
great deſign, to deliver his people our of Baby- 
lon,this Daniel prays for, Gods deſign, Daniels 
obedience meet together , and therefore doth 
God ſer a ſpcciall ftamp upon Daniels pray:-r. 

Now in doing the worke of -vur generation, 
we are more ſeryiceable to Gods deſign, then 
we can be any other way ; for there being on- 
iy a reſpeQive difference berwixt thefe two 
( the ſame werke wt ich reſp:& ng Godis his 
defign , reſpeRing us is the worke of our gene- 
ration. Tſraels deliverance from Babylon wes 
In reſpe& of Gods deſign ; but in reſpe&-ot 
Daniel, the praying for this, was the worke 
of his generation ) wee cannot be attive in the 


one, | 


| 


we, {| 
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one, but in ſo doing we become ſerviceable 
to the other : as Daniel by prayer became in- 
ftrumentally ferviceable co Tfraels delivery. 
Which by olencifull ordinary inftance mighe 
be illuſtrated ; but enough having been ſaid 
for the underſtanding of the Reader in theſe 
few words, I (ha]l not mulciply. 

4+ God hath choiſe diſtinguiſbing mercy for 


that man that follows him in the works of bis gene= 


rdtion : as, 

1. God will over[0 many failings in that 
man. Caleb and Joſhua were men, and there- 
'f. re had their failings az other men, yer be- 
cauſe Caleb and Foſhua did cleave to God in 
that ſpeciall worke they were employed in, 
Numb, 14. 6,7, &c. which was the worke of 


, their generation , therefore God overlooking 


all their other failings, as though they bad 
none at all, pronounceth pf them that they 
wholly followed the Lord, Numb. 32. 12. 

=. 2, God wil ftand by that man, &:- never leave 
him , thatſticks cloſe to him in the worke of 
his generation. Abraham left his Countrey to 


attend to the worke of his generation, and how 


did God in all perills ſtand by Abrabam ; Ahra- 
ham was put to it in Xgypt , and like to looſe 
his wife, God ſtood by him there, Gen. 12. Abra- 
ham was engaged with 4. Kings, Gen.14, God 
food by him there. Abraham was in a great {trait 
at Gerer, Gen. 20, God flood by him there. 4- 

| braham ' 
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God for ever ſtood by Abrabam. 
3. God will owne that man in caſe be live 
thereto in the worke of the next generation, that a- 


bides faichful in the worke of che preſent gene- 


retjon he lives in. Ic is (aid of Neab, Gen. 6.9. 
Noah was a juſt man, and perfed in bu generations, 
and Noah walked with God 1 teaching us thus 
much, by ſpeaking in the plurall number,thac 
Noah was juſt,walking with God in the generations 
be lived in before the flood came ; and when 
the flood was coming, this Noah was the only 
man that God did own in the worke of that 


generation. So Foſbna was faichfull in the work' 


of that generation whilſt IſraelJourneyed in the 
wilderneſs, and how eminently did God own 
Foſbua in the worke of the next generation when 
Ifrael entered Canaan, 

4+ God will provide a biding plece for that 
man againſt thoſe ſtormes which may fall upsn the 
generation be lives in, that is active in the worke 
of his generation. Noab had an Arke provided 
for him when a food came opon the world of 
ungodly men. In Ezekzels time, Chap g, when 


the deſtroying Angels were to paſſe through Fe- 


Tuſalem, a mark of deliverance was firſt ro be 


fer upon the forcheads of all thoſe that did ſigh 


and cry for the abominations thereof , which was 
the worke God in ſuch an age did call unto, as 
Tfai. 22. 12, 13. Yea though Noab, — 

ob 


brabam ſtood to the worke of his generation, and 
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Job ( ative men ) living in a perverſe back- 
{liding generation, cannot ward off Godsblow 
from the Generation , yet tbey ſþall deliver their 
© BW own ſouls, Ezck. 14. 13. to22, Perſonal! delive- 
I rances ſhall attend ſuch men in common cala- 
mities, and nationall deſolations. 

5- God will reveale bis ſecrets to ſuch. Noah 
' E in his time had che ſecret of drowning theold 
* | world revealed to him. Abrabam in his time 
© Þf the ſecret of Sodoms deftru@ion , the ſecret of 
' Bl Ifraels bondage in Xegypt, the ſecret of the 
| B Mcfſiah's coming forth ot bis loyns, diſcovered 
: to him. David in his time had chat ſecrer where 
\ 
- 
[ 


the Temple ſhould be buile to him, 1 Chy. 22. 
1, 2. compared with 2 Chr, 3.1. Daniel in his 
time the ſecret of Nebuchadnezzars dream, the 
ſecret of the time of Chriſts comming in the 
fleſh, Chap. g. 24,25,26. and of the Jewes con» 
verfion, Chap. 12.11, 12. tohim, And Peter 
and Paxlin their times the ſecret of the Gen- 
tiles converſion to thera, AF.10.9. to 17.Gal. 
I. 16, 17. God having in all generations flill 
made thoſe keepers of his Cabiner, who have 
been faithfull in the worke of their generations. 
| 6, God hath peculiar bcnor wherewith be will 
crown thoſe perſons that follow him in tbe worke of 
their generation. Moſes was eminent in his ge- 
neration, and what peculiar bonaur had God 
for Moſes, Num. 12.6,7,8. If there be a Prophet 
among you , I the Lord will make my ſelfe known. 

unto 
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unto bim in a viſion , and will ſpeak unto bim in « 
dream. My ſervant Moſes is Rot ſo, who is ſeith- 
fullin all my boaſe. With bim will T ſpeak, mouth 
to moutb, even apparently, and not in darke ſpeech- 
es, and the ſimilitude of the Lord ſball be behold, 
In the dav of Chrifts hamiliation , che D:ſci- 
ples of ail other were moſt eminent in fc}- 
lowing and owning of Chrift, and what pe- 
culiar honour hach Chrcift for chem above 0+ 
thers. Mat. 19.28. Verily, I ſay wto you, that jee 
D 1 | which bave followed me in tbe regeneration, when 
4 '$ tbe Son of man ſball fit in the Throne of bis glory, 
[A yee clſo ſball ſit upon twelve Thrones , judging the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 
Ms 5- Negle& of generation worke expoſeth a man 
if to a world of dangers; as _ | 
J 1! x. Dangcr of loſing gifts and Talents. The 
$ iſt floachfull Servant, mentioned in the Parablc, 
wt Mat. 25. not irsproving the Talent gi-en him. 
| co his Lords advantage in his generation , hath 
1/9 his Talent taken from him, ver. 28. 

4; Saul(though a wicked man) had two great 
"tf Talents committed ro him by God, a Talent of 
a Kingdom, and a Talent of common gifts of 
che Spit ic, fitting him for government , and 
che diſcharge of his office as a King, which Jaſt 
is called che Spirit of the Lord, yet but a com- 
mon Talent of governmeat, asjs clear, becau(: 
Ji Davidis no ſooner annoinced King, and the 
| right of government his, but this Talent is tas 
4 ken from Saul,as one who now hid no longer 
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codo with it, 1 Sam. 16.13,14. Both theſe he 
lofeth by faultring in the worke of his generg- 
tion, as comp. 1 Sam. 15.26.28. with Ch.16.14. 
2. Danger of leſing communion with God. 
Whilſt David was abroad in the field hewing- 
down Gods enemies round about him, which 
was the maſter-piece of worke God allotted 
him in his generatzen, what ſweet triumphant 
communion had he with God, a clear teftimony 
v hereof is, Þ/al.108: (a Pialm moſt probably 
compoſed in the day of his glorious exploits 
chronicled, 2 Sam. 8.) Bur afterwards when 
David ſending forth his ſervants about that 
worke, which was his worke in his generation, 
Detakes himſelf to his eaſe in his Palace,at the 


| time of che Kings going forth co battle, 2 


am.11.1, (wk circumftance of time is there- 
fore (I take ic) with ſuch «<xatneſsnoted, to 
give as to underſtand, thar David ought now 
ro have been abroad in perſon, the work being, 
Gods, & not to have ſent his Servants wich- 
out him, ( though we may do our own worke 
by a Proxie, yet Gods work calls for our per- 
ſons ) how ſadly doth he loſe his communion 
rith Ged,, falling into that foule finne in the 
matter of Uriab, which was a blemiſh upon 
this holy man all his life eime afterwards : 
and which although it is ſad toconfider, yet _ 
1s obſervable concerning him, that notwith= 
ftandirg Ged by his prerogative royall gave 
D David 
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_ to a world of dangers : as 


unto bim in aviſion , and will ſpeak unto bim in « 
dream. My ſervant Moſes is Rot ſo, who is ſeith- 
full in all my bouſe. With bim will I ſpeak mouth 
to moutb, even apparently, and not in darke ſpeech- 
es, andthe ſimilitude of the Lord ſball be bebold. 
In the day of Chrifts humiliation , the D:{ci- 
ples of all other were moſt eminent in fc}- 
lowing and owning of Chriſt, and what pe- 
culiar honour hach Chrift for chem above 0- 
theres. Mat.19.28. Verily, T ſay unto you, that zee 
which bave followed me in tbe regeneration, when 
the Sonof man ſball fit in the Throne of bis glory, 
yee clo ſball fit pon twelve Thrones , judging the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael. 

5. Negle& of generation worke expoſeth a man 


x. Dangcr of loſing gifts and Talents. The 
floachfull Servant, mentioned in the Parablc, 
Mat. 25. not improving the Talent given him 
co his Lords advantage in his generation , hath 
his Talent taken from him, ver. 28. 
 Saul(though a wicked man) had two great 
Talents committed to him by Gd, a Talent of 
a Kingdom, and a Talent of common gifts of 
che Spii ic, fitting him for government , and 
che diſcharge of his office as a King, which Jaſt 
is called the Spirit of the Lord, yet but a com- 

mon Talert of governmeat, asjs clear, becau(\: 
Davidis no ſooner annoinred King, and the 
right of government his, but this Talent is ta- 
ken from Sail,as one who now hid no longer 
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todo with it, 1 Sam. 16.13,14. Both theſe he 
loſeth by faulcring in the worke of his generg- 
tion, as comp. 1 Sam. 15.26.28. with Ch.16.14. 
2. Danger of le/ing communion with God. 
Whilſt David was abroad in' the field hewing 
down Gods enemies cound about him, which 
was the maſter-piece of worke God allotted 
; him in his generation, what (weet triumphant 
: communion had he with God, a clearteftimony 
v hereof is, P/al.108- (a Pialm moſt probably 
compoſed in the day of his glorious exploits 
chronicled, 2 Sam. 8.) Bur afterwards when 
David ſending forth his ſervants about that 
worke, which was his worke in his generation, 
betakes himſelf to his eaſe in his Palace,at the 
time of the Kings going forth co battle, 2 
Sam.11.1, (w*k circumftance of time is there- 
fore (I take ic ) with ſuch exatneſsnoted, to 
give us to underſtand, thar David ought now 
to have been abroad in per ſon, the work being. 
Gods, & not co have ſent his Servants with= 
out him, ( though we may do our own worke 
by 2 Proxie, yet Gods work calls for our per- 
ſons ) how ſadly doth he lofe his communion 
ith Ged, falling into that foule finne in the 
matter of UVriab, which was a blemiſh upon 
this holy man all his life eime afterwards : 
and which although it is ſad toconfider , yer _ 
is obſervable concerning him, that notwith= 
ftandirg God by his prerogative royall gave 
D David 
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David not only the pardon of his {an bur alſo 
bis life, ( which now'by bloodſhed , though 
a King, was by vertue of chat politive com- 
mand, which admits of no exception, Gen. 9g. 
6. forfeited) as 2 Sam. 12. 13. The Lord bath 
put away thy fin , tbou ſbalt not dye. Yer do wee 
not read of any thing remarkable ( ſave only 
defending himſelf agaiait ſome domeſtick in- 
ſurce&ions, and forreign invaſions ) done by 
him afterwards, as before. | 
So alſo Solomon his ſon, whilſt his thoughts 
ren upon the work of his generation, what com- 
munionhad he wich God , God appearing to 
him ence and again , and enduing him with 
wiſdome (the thing he deficed ) above all chat 
ever were before or lincc him; but when afcer- 
wards his heart was mote taken up wich wo- 
men, then th : work of his Generation, how did 
his former common with God die, and he thar 
before built a hone for the worſhip of the 
true Gud, now builds high places for Idola» 
cry, 1 King. 11.7, 8. Which ſadd example 
ought to-be had in perpertaall remembrance 
by ſuchas arc employd in Temple-worke ( the 
baſines of this ege ) that it fare not with them 
as wich the builder of the materiall Temple, 
who firſt building gold to the true God, did 
afterwards build flabble co a falſe, | 
- 3+ Danger of being layd afide by God. It hath 
been the ordigary way of Gods gdiſpen ſations, 
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as well in later as former times, £O make uſe 
of ſome particular initrument for ſome time 
in his work, whom «fcer wards before the work 
hach been brought unto perfcQion hee bath 
| laidafide , by which although (as not uulike- 
ly) Gods deſign may be co remove his peoples 
eyes from inftruments co himſelf, yer ic is ob- 
{ervable, God hath {eldome or never caſbiered 
2 man by him cmployd, rill frſt by ſome 
means or ofher he hath caſhiered himſelf: and 
which is more ro be nored , thi very thing 
which hath occaſioned the laying of ſuch in- 
fruments a/ide, hath moſtly, if not ever beene 
ſome miſcarriage or other in the worke of. 
their generation, that being the facall Reck 
jach men plic upon. | 
Once more here let us review that.of Saul, _ 
whom God was plcaſed for ſome time to em- 
ploy, a82 ſcaurge to the Armmonites, and Phi- 
liſtines, and yet afterwards by oneertor com- 
mitted in the worke of his generation , heis for 
ever caſbiered by God, 8% put out of his worke. 
But more ſtrange and worthy obſervation 
isthac of Moſes and Aaron, two eminent ins 
ftruments, and both godly, which God made 
tingular uſe of in Fgypt, and at the Red Sea, 
in the wildernes, a d upon-Mouns Sinai, fo 
appearing to them, talking wich them, ſpe. 
cially to Mo/es, as never man beſides him cn 
joyd the like, yet theſe rwo ſo choife & wors 
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thy inſtruments becauſe they faileda little in 
the worke of that Generation , which was ( as 
before was ſhown ) to beleeve in God , and truff 
his power and goodneſs , although their Hiling 
was at ſucha time ( which one would judge 
njghe render them excuſable, ar leaft leffe 
guilty ) wherein the whole Congregation er- 
red with them, & (as it were) did hurry them 
into it: yea and for Moſes, he never failed but 
this time, ſo that (this once excepted) heal! 
along had followed God fully.” Yer 1 ſay becaulc 
they failed God 1n that worke, which was the 
worke of the generation ; they for that and no 
other reaſon are laid by as ro the perfeQing 
of that worke (viz. bringing of Tſrael into Ca- 
naan ) which moſt happily and proſperouſly 
was begun and carried on agreat way , under 
them as inftruments, as Numb. 20. 12. And 
the Lord ſpake wito Moſes and Aaron, becauſe 
yee believe me net, to {anfifie me in the eyes of the 
children of Tſracl, therefore yee ſhall not . bring this 
Congregation , into the land which T bave given 
them. So exceecingly difpleating to God are 
Errors In the worke Gf our generation , that he 
will ot ier ſuch things paſſe, nonot in his 
dearcft chiidren, without ſome fgnall mani- | 
ftefiarion of his di/pleaſure, And: which I 
cannot let palie without a further mark yet 
ſet upon it, as a thing moft worthy the {ri- 
ous thoughts of every one, and ſuch in ef pe 
Cl 
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ciall whom Gcd above others hath ufed and 
honoured in the worke of the generation, is, 
how that one fingle failing in the worke of the 
generation, may cauſe a Moſes to be laid aſide. 

4. Danger of ſtumbling at the worke of the ge- 

reratien, and all the difpenſations of God about it. 
The Jews in Chrifts time negle&ed the worke - 
of their generation, web was to believe in Chriſt, 
& receive bim as the true Meſſiah, whole coming 
their Nation was. in expeRation of, and the 
very worke it ſelfe ( through this negle& Jbe- 
came a ſtumbling ſtone ro them:they ſtumble at it 
ro thinke they thould receive this man for 
their Meſſiah : and ſtumbling at the worke, they 
likewiſe flumble at the ſeverall diſpenſations of 
(50d abour ir. Chriſt comes of meane Paren- 
rage, they ſtumble at that : appeares ficft from 
Galilee, they ſtumble at that ; works miracles, 
they ſtumble at that : is followed by Publi- 
cans & ſinners, they ſtumble at that ; commits 
the Goſpel ro poor flhermen, they ftumble at 
that: Negl.& the worke of thy genevation,.and 
ſtumble at it: Stumble at the worke of thy gene- 
ratien, & tumble at all the diſpenſations of God 
aDour It, 

5. Danger of being blinded in , or (but out of 
the wor ke of the.next generation, in eaſe thou live 
'9 ſeeit. For God in his juttjadgmene when 
men have ſhut.their eyes againſt , and wich- 
drawn theirhands from the worke of the pre- 
{nt gereration , doth blind cheie pecſons to, 
Ds 5 and 
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$3) and wili not honour them in the worke of the 
following generation , though yet they may 
live to fee tt. | 

The Scribes and Phariſces wilfully ſhot 
their eyes to the worke of Fobns generation, and 
whatfollowed ? they fce afterwards the work 
of Chrift in his generation, and ofthe Apoftles 
in theirs, and through the juſt judgment-.of 
God upon them, their eyes areſbut , andthey 
are blinded there too. 

A moft pregnant place to our purpoſe we” 
have, Ezek. 44. ver. 9. to 17. whereunder le 
gall phraies, and allufre termwes , the Holy 
Ghoſt ferring forth Goſpel-worſhip, ſpeaks 
very pathertically of cewo ſores of Prieſts , be- 
longing to that Goſpel-ftare. One were ſuch 
as had defiled themſelves with the pollutions 
of the former generation, by going aftray to -- 
dols when Ifrael went aftray, ver. 10. x23; who 
by way*of puniſhment are to beare their ini- 
quity, which is nor wholly to be curned out 
of the worke of God, who-wrill ftiil ute them 
In the generall and more common atts of his 
worſhip, a+ ver. 112. 14. butto be fer by as to 
the more ſpecial and peculiar aCts of his wor» 
ſhip in the generation, becauſe they polluted 
thenſelves with the Idolarries, and ſuperfti- 
rions of the former generations, as ver. 12, 13- 
Another forr of Prieftr there were, who when 

— Ifrdel and their felHlow-Jaboure: s went aftray, 
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i. 


anddefiled themſelves by Idolatry, did nat. 


withfianding walk cloſely wich God, keeping 
their Garments pure from the detilements of 
thas generation, theſe are priviledged to draw 
neer £o Gad in the more ſpeciall. a&s af bis 
worthip,to come into his Sanguary,and per- 
form the ſervice ( not of the outward Court 
only, but YJathis Table z as ver, 15, 16+. 

The difference betwixt cheſe is worthy yet 
a more Adrrow ſearch. The one have the charge 


of the gates of the houle, verſ. 11+ ihe other 


Gods charge iv his bouſe, ver.46.'the one (hall 


only kill the burne offering and ſacrifice far 


the people, verſ. tr. the other thall hand be- 
fore Gad co offer rhe fac, and thebload, verſ. 
I5. The one ſhall Rand before che peaple to 
miniſter to them, ver. 1. the other ſhall come 
neer to Gods Table ro minifter to him, v.16, 
The one ſhall beare all this as their ſhame for 
their former abominations, ver. 13. the other 
ſhall receive all this honour as a reward for 
_ their not partakipg inthe abominations of 
the former age, ver. 15. 16. 
| _ Therelulcofall is clearly this, thas ſnch 
perſons who have plaid looſe with Godin 
rheformer generation , though live they may 
to fer the nexc generation , and beemployd in 
ſome common works ; yet will. noe G2d-uſe 
tiem in che ſpeciall workes. of that Generation, 
except. ſuch of chem that (hall renounce their 


D-4 former - 


'*: - 4M > T ” 


FF TENTS Y 


A Wordts this Generation 


former polluuons , of whico more hercaitec, 
6, Danger of becoming an Av»ſtate; and an 0- 
enemie to the truths of Goa, Demas forſakes 
Paul, and the worke or his generation, and whac 
follows ? he becoms an Apoſtate, and exchan- 
geth Heaven for Earth , embracing this pre- 
ſent world. © We 
' In the Apoſtles dayes the great work of that 
ation was tbe conſtituting of Churches , ard 
Saints aſſembling themſelves together for mutual! 
edification in Chrſtian ſocieties : and if you mind 
kc, che Apoftle lays the riſe of that Soul-dam- 
ning fin of wiltul Apoſtacy in a negle@& of 
this, Heb. 10. 25, 26. Not forſaking the aſſemb- 
ling of our ſelnes'togetber , as the manner of ſome 

"3s : For if we. ſin wilfully —o 
And which 1 cannot here paſſe over , that 
unpardonable {in againſt the Holy Spirit,w ct 
our Savioar himſelf chargeth the Scribes and 
Phariſees with, took ( as is apparent ) irs riſe 
hence : for firk they negle& the worke of their 
generation, viz, of receiving Chriſt , this neglet 
draws on an oppoſition ; chis oppoſition , malice 
 egainſt Chriſt, this malice brings forth blaſpbe- 
my againſt choſe very workes of Chrift, cailing 
them Diabolicall, which their conſciences now 
and then convinced them, were wrought by 
thepower of God ; this malicious and delibe- 
ate blaſpheming of what their Conſcience, 
Iiay, now and then, { for they had apparent 
| ſtumbling- 
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ſtumbling-blocks betore them, with which un- 


doubredly they did ſometimes blind Confci- 
ence_) convinced them , was wrought by the 
finger of God, is that very fin which 'Chrift 
himſelf calls the Sin Againſt the Spirit, that 
hath neither forgivenefſe in this world, nor 
that which is to come, Matth. 12. 24- compa- 
red with verſ, 31,32 - | 
Let all hence tremble to oppoſe, or're- 
proach the apparent works of God in their ge- 
nerdtion, left--- Wes. 
Now to conclude-, whoſe eares hearing 
theſe things would not tingle ? whoſe hearts 
conſidering theſe things would not quake, to 
be found guilty of the fin, and expoled tothe 
dangers that attend negle& of generation- work. 
Thus much concerning our third generall . 
Head : | now come unto our fourth, web is, 
4. Where doth the work, of this preſent gene= 
ration lie ? hb 
Anſ. As the queſtion is very weighty , and 
of great concernment, being the Butr ayimed - 
at in my whole diſcourſe, ſo that in the dif- 


_cuffion hereof, I may in the fear of God walk 


evenly, and (without winding or turning to 
ny Intereſt, fave that oftruth) picch (ifpoſ- 
ile }upon-that which is the proper and di- 
re& work of the generation we live in ; it wil be 
neceſſary in order thereunto,' to lay downe. 
{ome few generall Rules, as way-marks, to 

guide 


—_ 


7 
wt... _ 


| 42. 'A Ward to this Generation. 


mathe 


wp 


_ Godby prayer for the doing of ir, ver/. 3, + 


guide the Reader, to the diſcovery of that 
which is the proper worke of his generation; 
whatſoever generation he may be ſappolſed to | 
live in; which when particularly applied to Ft 
the preſent generation , will give us light into 1 
what is or may be the proper worke or works t 
thereof, ae, 

I. Be inquiſitzve to find ut ( according to Scrip- 
tare account }) the particular age or generation it 
ſelje, that it is fallen to thy lot to live in : which 
chough it be hard codo,yer in regard the wil- 
dom of God in Scripture hath {ct ſome di- 
ſtin& and notifying mark upon every age, the 
fame by indufiry, and waiting upon the F4- 
cher oflighrs, for light, may be attained. 

2. The former being done, add thereunto 
a narrow and impartial ſearch for diſcovery of thoſe 
glorious and remarkable things, the eecompliſbment 
of which, Godin his word hath promiſed aud ts 
told, in and about this age. 

Ir this way the holy man Daniel .came to 
widerſtand the worke of his generation 3/ Firſt, he 
confidered the time he lived in, to be about 
theend of che 90. years captivi: y foretold by 
Jeremie. 

2. Heobſcrves that there was a ſpecial pro- 
wife of deliverance from this captivity made 
t)thoſe timer, Chap. 9.2. wherenpon having 
diſcovered the worke, he addreffech himſelf to 
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which above all things Satan hates, being 
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g. | 3. OblerveGods viſible diſpen ſations towards 
that age , and the varions tranſafions of things 
ther-in , bew they correſpond with the things fore- 
told and promiſed z for as bath been already objer- 
ved 4 ih 5a worke , tt is dijpenſation gives 
the Calls 

4. Obſerve what worke that i is which is moſt 
oppo ofed andraged againſt by Satan, &- wicked men 
i tbe generation. For it is moſt certain that the 
worke of the generation ( Gods cauſe and glory: 


there. imbarqued ) bath ever been the moſt 
oppoſed worke by the Devil: and his infiru- 
ments. Was it not ſoin Moſes his time, Nebe- 
miah's rire, Jobs Baptiſts time, thz Apoſtles 
time , and fince that in Lutbers time. I ſpare 
© {ay, and in our tim-s too.” 

5. Obſerve what ( not men of worldly wiſdem 
and principles, but ) the m-ft [pirituall enlightned 
Saints, bave upon their bearis as the worke of their 
{:neration, For from the beginning | it bach bin + 
Gods way to make choice of tuck for the dit- 
_ of generation-worke unto before all os 
thers 

The old world had its w:/» men, and men of 
1076 inventions, Gen.4.20,21,32. Yer not theſe, 
but right Noah ſaw t/:e work of the geteration: 
Xsypt in the rime of Mo/cs was famous far its 
riſe men, as alfo Babylon in Nebemiab's,yet.nel- 
ther the one nor the other taw the "Hoſe 
enOote 
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thoſe generations, but only a poor handfull of 
deſpifcd people that God had in cicher. Judea 
in Chrifts cime was plencifully ftored with 
learned Scribes, DoCors and Rabbies, yet not 
theſe, but a company of poor diſregarded Fi- 
ſhermen had the worke of that generation revea- 
Iedto them. This,chough alone ic be not ſufh- 
cient to conclude the worke, yet when joyned 
with the reft, credit undoubtedly ought co be 
given co it. 

6. 'And laftly, Be mixch in prayer to God for 
light berein. The great worke ot the Apoftles 
generation, viz, The bringing in of the Gen- 
tiles was revealed to Peter and Paul both, even 
whilft chey were in prayer, as A@. 10. g, 10. 
with (ap. 22. 17. 21. 

Hving thus by this generall light paved 
oute way to walk in. My next worke is to {cc 
what particular light , by applying the 
things unto the preſent age, may from hence 
* begained unto the worke thereof. | 

And here according unto the method b+- 
fore preſcribed, our firſt enquiry muſt be atrzr 
' the oge it ſeif. What age is that moſt likely to bt, 
that we are fallen into. - | 
In anſwer to which my Aﬀertion is, that it 
is moſt probable that we are falenr into that very age 
 inwoichthe Jewes are to be converted. 

Now although here I muſt nikedly ac- 
Enowledg that I could heartily wi b,for cheir 
| ſakes, 
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fakes , whoſe this lictle Book is, yet clearer 
and more unqueftionable grounds for the 
proof of this my Aﬀertion, then thoſe that 
this opinion commonly ſtands upon: yet in 


 rega; d | know no clearer principle rtodemon- 


ſtrate (for bare conjeRures areno proofs) the 
worke of the generation from, then this taken 
for granted, thai we are fallen into that age in 
which the Fewes ſhell be converted ; and alſoin 
regard it is received for a truth (and ſo in 
caſe of miſtake I ſhall not be chefiſt ) by ma- 
ny late Chriſtian Writers of worthy memo- 
ry, yea with much confidence afferted by the 
Jewes themſelves, though under another no- 
tion, then what we truly call it of converfion 
to Chriſt, as Manaſſeb Ber. Tfrael , in his Book 
entituled, The bope of Iſrael, SeF.2 9.32.35, 36+ 
is proof ; I ſhall theretore endeavour to give 
you (with as much clearneſs and brevity as I 
may) the ſubſtance of that light, which by 


| thelabours of godly judicious men, hath binBrizht 


let into that Scripture, which is main bottom" 
F Icon 
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to this opinion, leaving the Reader to judge. 
and a littlerime to manifeſt the verity or fal- 
fity of what is written, the which wee have, 
Dan. 12.1. comp. with 11, 12. where Daniel 
hath a promife made ro him of. his peoples 
delzverance , and that at a certain time when 
Aichaekſhould ftand up,at that time ſball thy pes- 
ple be delivered; (which words (as I conceive) 
compre- 
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comprehend both the beginning, & conſum- | 
mation of cheir deliverance,to which two di- | 
ſtink rimes are aſſigned, as afterwards. ) Now. | 
becauſe this thing was a great ſecret, and Da» | 
aiels affeQion to Gods glory , and the gogd 
of his own people, tranſported him wich de- 
lire co know the particular time, he therefore 
moves the Queſtion, When ſhall this be ? Hew 
long (ball it be to the end of theſe wonders ? vercl. 
6. Anſwer hereto is made ſo darkly, that Da- 
aiel hears, but underſtands not ; and therefore 
alchough in words facr ditferent, yer (as by 
the following anſwer appears) aiming ti}! 
at the ſame thing he puts che Queſtion again : 
What (ball be the end of theſe things? Anſwer then 
is made, ver/. 11, 12. And from the time tha! 
the daily ſucrifice fhall be taken away , and the a- 
bomination that maketh deſolate ſet up , there 
ſball be a thou{and two hundred and ninety dayes. 
Bleſſed is be that waiteth , aud cometh to the thou- 
ſand three hundred and five and thirty days. The 
meaning whereof ſeems co be this, that rhe 
beginning of the delivery of Daniels peoplc 
. { viz. the Fewes ) {hould fall out « thouſand 
three hundred and ninety dayes ( i. e. fo many 
years, aday fora year being the Scripture ac- 
count, as, Numb. 14.34 Ezek.4.4,5,6, ) after the 
raking away of the 6aily ſacrifice,and the ſetting up 
the abomination that maketh deſolate, andags5, years 
after that ( for {0 many dayes hath the ſecond 


number 


Po 
_—— 


number more then the fic) that tbe great frof- 
ble,which the Scripture not only bere, but el{wbere 


plentifully reveals (as Ezeh. 37, 38, 39: Jealy- 


1,2. Zach.12.&.14- 1, 2. ) will attend that peo- 
ple in their beginning to ſeeke the Lord, and David 
their King, ſball they be delivered from by the fben- 
ding of Michael their Prince, as verſ. 1. Which 
becauſe cill that day theic deliverance ( tho 
began before) ſhell not be compleated,there- 
fore is the bicfſhngannexed nor to thefirt, but 
to the Jacrer time, Bleſſed ix be that waiteth & 


cometh-t6the 1335. dayes. 
The gre knothere is { for theantying of 
which more lighe would be welcome ) 1hert 
the taking away of the daily ſacrifice, end the ſet- 
ting up the abomination that make th deſolate ( web 
'8 co be the head of our account ) bad its ar- 
compliſhment, & here the variety of mens judg» 
nents hath brought forch various conje* 
Qures, which notin this place to ſcan, I hail 
pitch on that which ſeems to carry greatd 
probability of truth with ic, which is the 0- 
pinion of thoſe that bring ir down to Julius 
time, fixing upon ( as the mark they begin 
their account at ) chat particular at of his of 
endeavouring { by ſetting the Fewer thereas 
bouts ) the re-edifying the Templcac Ferufe» 

lem, and ſo thereby in malice and oppofition 

ro Chrift and Chrifilan worſhip, to reflore 

Judaiſm, and fewiſhworſkip , at which time - 
a fearfull 
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a feartall Eacth=quake' in.the night did over- | 
tura all that they had built in the day, yea 
threw the very foundation ſtones of the Tem- ., 
ple out of their places, which before had ne- 


'ver been removed, 


Now the reaſons why a fixation here is ra- 
ther to be choſen, then any where elſe, are, 

I. Becaufe if we make any other a& fince 
Chriſt before this, the Head of our account, 
the time is already expired, and yet the Fewsnot 
delivered. 

2. Becauſe, No a what ſoever could more pat- 
ly agree to the words themſelves , then th of Jali- 
ans, which was an abomination of the higheſt ts 
endeav:ur the ſetting up of Jewiſh worſhip , when 
God bad thrown it down , and that out of a defipn 
ts throw down Chriſtian worſhip which God had ſet 
»p-: and ſuch an abomination as brought a 
dcfolation, and an utter removall of the dai- 
ly ſacrifice, the Temple- ground, the only place 
of ſacrifice , being at this cime loft. For al- 
though the dail y ſacrifice did ceaſe before 
from Titxs time,by whom the Temple was ru- 
Ined, as it alſo did all the time that Iſrael was 
In Babylon, whilſt che firſt Templelay waſt, yet 
properly could it not either then or now, 
Nor No More nov then than, be ſaid to be ta- 
ken away,becaule the T emple. ground,to which 
(as the only holy place) the Jewiſh worſhip 
was tied ,' whereon a new Temple might bc 

built, 


6 p 
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builc, was till remaining. Bur at this time, 
not only the foundation ſtones being thrown 
up, but the very Temple-ground being loft in the 
Exrth-quake, itis not improper to fay, the 
daily ſacrifice was taken away, 


3. This Itkewile ſeems beſt t o agree to the 


words of Chrift himſelf concerning the de- 
ficugion of the Temple, Mat.24 2. There ſhall 
uot be left one ſtone upon another that ſhall not be 
thrown down. For although the Temple was 
demoliſhed by Titzs,yet the foundation ſtones 
did till lie one-upon the other ; bur now this 
a@ of Julians brought ſach a deſolation, that 
as the building was ruined formerly, fo the 
very foundation now had net a ſtone left upon a 
ſtone, which punRually agrees to Chrifts own 
words. | ; 

And it is obſervable that Chrift bimſelfe 
makes chis ſetting up of the abominatiori of de ſola» 
tion, foreroid by Daniel, the immediate ftore« 
runner hereof, verſ. 3. comp. with 15. which 
according to what hath been ſaid, was both 
immediace fore-runner, and cauſealſo; 

Now for the preciſe time of this Helliſh ex- 
ploic,there are amongft Hiſtorians four (how 
many more | know not) differeenc accounts 
of the particular year in which the ſame was 


a&ﬀed,thovgh all I have hicherto ſeen or heard 


of, conclude it to be wichin tte yeafe of our 


, Lord 360.or 367.yet - onion @r no through . 


ſome- 
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ſome miſtate of Chronotogie, the difference 
may not be {ornewhat wider, I cannogdeter- 


' mine, though judge ic very unlikely that is 


can, Or ſhoula be much. 
Accounting therefore ( that we may draw 
to a head) from the year 366. ( & the rather, 
becauſe the very year Daniels firſt number of 
dayes, will from thence fall in with, is alrea- 
dy made famous by general] expeQations of 
ſome remarkable thing to be done therein ) 
and the beginning of the Fews delivery, is like- 
ly to be, either in the year it ſelfe, or therea- 
bouts cf our Lord, 1656. for adding 366. 
(the ſuppoſcd year of Chriſt, wherein Fulian 
did this ) to Daniels, 1290. and there is made 
up the full ſumme ( nctther over nor under ) 
of 1656. which if when that time ſhall come 
weſceaccompliſhed, we need not then make 
ic a qu: ſt.on, whether 45. years after their de- 
liverance ſhall be compleated, or not, Daniel 
having fore-told , thar in his laſt number of 
1335. which he that ſhall take buztenn from 
the 3oc. and add the ſame to the 35. will find 
that made up 45. and the fore-going number 
of 1290. toremain. 

And becauſe this reckoning is but of later 
zimes, it is not therefore to be rejeted, but 
rather to be received; becauſe Daniel himſclfe 
teol8 as, that the eruth of chis Propheſfie was to 
be fealed vp tUul the time of the 6nd, as v. 4. 9. 

| whica 
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which is alſo a manifeſt argument , that chis 
cannot relate ( unlefle ina typical way ) to 
the times and ſtery of Antiochus Epiphanes, as 
ſome godly and learned men would carrie it. 
If any by calling in doubr the ching ic (elf, 
vis. Fhether ever ſuch athing as the Fewes cons 
verfion ſhall be ; queſtion the whole:My anſwer 
to ſuch is, that could 1 wich char clcarneſg de- 
monſtrate the time of ic, as ( chrough the 
Lords afliftance ) it is calie co do the thing it 
ſelf ( were this che place for the doing thece- 
_ of) I hould have ſuſpe&ed my ſelf co have 
injured truth, had I dropped doubctul words 
concerning the ſame. 
Yer becauſe this anſwer is none at all, and 
I would not have any take bare words for 
Arguments, and yet am loath here, neicher is 
ic proper to ſtart the qutftion ; therefore ſet 
ting afide the joynat and concurrent teftimo= 
ny of every of the Prophets of che Old Tefta- 
ment ( Jonah only excepted, which is rather 4 
Hiftory then a Prophetic ) in this thing, the 
truth whereof is not much more difficult to 
prove, then co afficm : I ſhall only commend 
co ſuch chat of Paul, Rom: 11. who ſpe: 
expreſly nor of ſpiritual}, but of naturall Fewer, 
whom therefore he all along oppoſeth ro the 
Gentiles, calling them alſo branches broken off, 
which cannot be ſpiritual branches, bur netu= 
ral, verſ, 21. and the ſame broken of, ſhall be 
E 2 grafted 
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grafted in again, v. 24. And this not done on- 
ly one by one in conrinuance of ne, - but 
(according to that of Tſa 66.8.) ina manner 
all at once, ver. 25, 26. And ſo all Tjrael ſhall 
be ſaved— which as yer we have never ſcen, 
and yet becauſe Scripture ſpeaks it, are to be- 


lieve ic. 


Thus according to preſent light ( both of 


what I have received from others, and have 


been able to add of my own ) a diſcovery of 


age we live in hath been made, and found to be 


that in which the great work of Iſraels redemp- 


tion is moft likely ro be etieRed. 


2. Ournext thing is (that we may walk 
in the path before laid down ) to obſerve 
whats thoſe glorious and remarkable things are, the 


accompliſhment whereof God bath foretold and pre- — 


miſedin and about theſe times. 


And here give me leaveto ſay, that when 
I take a view of what holy Scripture hath re- 
corded, of that time in which .ſracl ſhall re- 
turn to their own Land,and alſo to the Lord, 
and David their King, that ] doe find this age 
( none more ) full of wonders ; to all which, 
Gods glorious worke of redeeming Sion, literal 
Sion, or the ewes from their long captivity; 
and ſpirituall Sion , or the Gentile Churches, 


Axis upon which they turn. 
Now to cnumerate each paiticul 


' from Anticbriſtian bondage (as it were) the 


ar of 


thoſe 
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thoſe tranſa&ions that Scripture cells us ſhall 
fall out in this age, is not my incenc, bur only 
to take notice of ſome of the chief, ( and ſuch 
as are molt free from exception ) for the dire- 
Qing of us to that which is our ſpecial] worke 
In this generation. Which are, 

I. IfracPe Redemption ; which although by 
mentioning here again, ] may feem to tauro- 
logize, yer muſtI dv it, this being che firſt 
and great thing promiſed , which therefore 
we have before proved , and | mace Uic of as a 
mark to deſcry the reſt by, 

2. Alarge and plentiſull conv: v.rſl on of Gentiles 
to the Lord, as TIſa.2. 3. Many people hall ſay, 
Come yee , let us goe up to the mountaine of the 
Lord--- Which tat it reJates to the time in 
and about which the Fewes {hall be converted 
is clear, verſ. 5. O houſe of Facob (4.e. ye Few, 
as diſtinguiſhed trom che Nations before ſpo- 
ken of ) Come yee, and let us walke in the light of 
» Lord. And yet more clear, Mica 4. 2. verſ. 

TJ 1/4. 60.3,4,5. Lift up thine eyes round 
WA and ſee, all they gather th:mſelves togetber, 
they come to thee=—the abundance of the Sea ( 6r 
Nutiens ) ſþall be converted unto thee , the forces 
- of the Gentiles ſhall come uito thee. Which that 
It is ſpoken of the Fewes is clear, becauſe they 
arediftinguiſhed from the Gentiles ; and har 
the time of their redemption is here ſpoken of, 
appeares, if you look back to Chap. 59. 20. 

E 3 comp. 
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comp. with Rom. 11.26. So Zach, 2.11. Man/ 

| Nations ſbal! be joyned to the Lord in that day— 

iP What day is that ? Sce, ver. 12. When the Lord 

'Þ ſhall inberite Judab bis portion in the holy Land, 

1 and ſhall chooſe Feruſalem again. So Zech. $. 20, 

bp. 21,22,23. Toall which add Rom 11. 25, 26. 
where the Apoſile ſpeaking of the converſion of 
tbe Fewes, mentions alſo a fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles about that time coming in. 

3- Uniting Saints that differ. Zech. 14.9. In 
that day ſhall there be one Lord, and bis name one ? 
And when ſhall this be? why, then , when all 
Nations ſball be gathered together againſt Feruſa- 
lem to battle, as vir. 2. So Zepb. 3.9. I will turn 
10 the peaple a pure language, that they may all call 
pon the Name of the Lord , to ſerve him with one 
conſent, Divifion of Ianguages made a diviſion 
ot men , but when Gods people ſhall come to 
have a pure, unbroken langmage, all to ſpeak one 
and the ſame thing, divifion amongſt Saints 
ſhall ceaſe, and there ſhall be union : but when 
ſhall chis be ? See, ver. 20. At thet time will I 
bring you again, even in the time that I will gather 
you, for Twill make you (1. e, Tſrael, diftinguiſh- 
ed from other people) a name, and a praiſe d- 
mong ell people of the earth, when I turn backe your 
captivity be fore your eyes. ſaith the Lord. So E ſay 
11.13. The er.vie of Ephraim ſhall depart, & the 

 adver faries of Fudah be cut off : Ephraim ſhall net 
envie Fudah , and Frdah ſhall not vexe Ephraim. 
: | When 
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When ſhall chis be? the focegoing verſe tells 
us-- He ſhall aſſemble the out-coaſts of Iſrael, and 
gather together the diſperſed of Judah , from the 
feure corners of the earth. So Chap. 54.13. All 
thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord , and great 
| ſpall be the peace of thy Children, ( which may as 
well be underftood of outward, as inward 
peace, tor all being taupht of God, they ſhall not 
Jarr amonegft c:cmiclves,) But when ſhall chis 
be? why, then, wken as the Fees which.now 
arebarren as a widow, and a wite of youth 
refuſed, as verſe 1. 4. 6. {hall be received into 
favour again. | 

4. Pulling down of high and lofty things : un- 
dec which as principal! , or Head w «© are to 
comprehend the man of Sinn, or Rumiſh Anti= 
chriſt, la. 2. 12,12,13,14,15,16,17. The lofty 
looks of man ſhall be bymbled , and the baughtineſſe 
ef men ſhall be bowed down , and the Lord alone 
| ſpall be exaltedin that day. For the day of the Lord 
| of boſtsſhall be upon every one that i proud & byfe 
ty, and upon every one that lifted up, and he ſha!l 

be bx:ught low. And upon all the Cedars of Leba- 

z0n, that are bigh and lifted up, and upon all the 

| Oaks of Baſhan. And upon all the high mountaines, 
| and upon all the hills that are lifted up. And upon 
| every bigh Tower, and upon every fenced wall, and 
| upon all the Ships of Tarſhiſh, aiud upm ell pleaſant 
pitures. And tbe loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed 
downe , and the haughtine ſs of man ſhall be made 
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- low : and the Lord alone ſpall be exalted in that day. 


The meaning of all thefe metapborical « x- 
pretlions is only this , That at thi time the day 
of the Lord, the day of the Lord ſhall be upon all the 


ſtrength and glory of the Creature, wpon all bigh & 


lofty tbiugs and per ſons , 1hat exalt them ſelves a- 
bove the Lord Cbrift, to the pulling of them downe. 
Bur when ſhall this be ? then when the moun- 
tain of the Lords houſe ſhall be exalted above the 
hulls, and ail Nations ſhall flow unto it, verl. 2. the 


time ( agevennow was proved ) of the Fewes 


converſion. So Iſa. 24.21. And it fþall come to 
paſſe in that day, that the Lord ſhall puriiſh the bcft 
of the high ones that are 61 bigh, and the Kings of 
the Earth, upon the Earth, When ſhall this be ? 
See ver. 23. When ike Lord of Heſts ſhall raipn in 
Mount Sion, and in Feruſalem, and before kis an- 
cients ( the people of ancient times choſen, 
and in Covenant with him ) glorievſly. So 
Chp. 30, laſt. -Tophet (the pit of deſtrution) 
zs ordained of old, yea for the King it z prepared-= 
The meaning is, not only an eternal (28 ome 
e arrte ir_} but temporell ruine ſhall attend great 
oner, Bue when (hail this be? To that ] an- 
ſwer; Although in the type it was fulglled 
upon Senacherib King of Afyria, 2nd his Ac= 
mics: yer the whole Chapter, eipecially from 
V2r. 13. hath rela11on to another time, which 
js thu weare ſpezking of, of the Fees con- 


ver fion, as 18 evident, v:r.19. Fer the prople (palk- 


dwe!l! 
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dwell in Sion at Feru ſalem ; thou ſbatt weepe 110 
more. But more clear, ver. 26. The light of the 
Moon ſhall be as the light of the Sun-- In the day 
that the Lord bindeth up the breach of bis people, 
a::d bealeth the ſtroke of their wound. 

5. The eſtabliſpmeu! of Fuſtice and righteouſe 
neſs in the world, as 1ja. 1.26,27. And Iwill re- 
ftare thy Fudges as at fir \t, and thy Counſellors as 
at the beginning : afterwards thou ſbalt be called 
the Citie of righteouſneſs, the jaitbfnll City. Zion 
ſhall be redeemed with judgment, and ber Converts 
with rightecuſneſs. Ch. 
ſhalt thou be eſtabiiſped : thou ſhalt be far from op- 
preſſion. So Chap. 60.18-- L will make thine Of- 
ficers peace, and thine exafors righteouſneſſe. Vi- 
olence ſhall ns more be heard in thy Land, waſting 
nor de ſtruCtien within thy borders 3 but thou ſbalt 
call thy wall; Saluation & thy gates praiſe. Theſe 
places { a? A 'ready hach been ſhewen ) look- 
irg 21] tothe time of rhe Fewes redemprion. 

G. The powring cut of more abundance of the 
Soirit, Joel 2.28. Andit ſball come to paſſe af- 
tcrwards that T will powre out of my Spirit upon all 
f-ſb-- Whcn tha}l this be 7 even then, when in 
Mcunt Sion, and in Feruſalem (ball be deliverance, 
as ver, 32.or moreclearly, chen when God ſhall 
bring again the captivity of Judah and Feruſalem, 
25 Chap. 3. 1. For although Peter ( Atts 2. } 
ſpeaks of theſe words as fulfilled in his time, 
yer was that on]y in the beginning, the powre 
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mg down of the Spirit then being nor ſo gene- 
rall as that here promiſed, and that which 
ſhal} be upon the coming in of the Fewes. So 
Bech. 12.10. AndT will powre upon the bouſe of 
David, and upon the Inhabitants of Fermſalem, the 
Spirit of grace and ſupplication. So Tja. 33. 15. 
Uniill the Spirit be poured upon us from on high-- 


It is obſervable, chart the giving forth of the 
Spirit at this time is ſer both by this word of 


powring, noting abundance i hat ſhall then bs: 
iven forth, more then in former ages. 
7. As an eftet of the former, Increaſe of 
bght and grace 5; as Tſa. 30. 26. Moreover , the 
of the Moon ſball be as the light of the Sun, & 
the light of the Sun ſhall be ſevenfold, as the light of 
ſeven dayes, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the 
breach of bis people, and healeth the firoke of their 
wound, Chap. 52. 8. They ſball ſee eye to eye (7. 
e. clearly ) when the Lord ſball bring «pain Sion. 
See both, Zech. 12. 8-- He that zs feeble in that 
day ſpall be as David, and and the houſe of David 
I be as God, as the Angel of the Lord before 
them. Which chat it relates to the time of che 
Jews call the whole Chap. is proof. 
$. The exdltaton of the Lord Chriſt alone as 
King, Iſa. 2. 18- The Lord alone ſpall be exalted 
m that day. Chap. 24.23: The Lord of Hefts ſhall 
reign in Mount Sion, and in Feruſalem. and before 
bis ancients gloriouſly. Chap. 2. 3. 4- Out of Sion 
fall go forth the law, & the word of tle Lord from 
| Feru- 


— 
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* | Jeruſalem, and be ſhall judge among tbe Nations, 
a} 7ech. 14. 9. The Lord ſball be King over dll tbe 
0 | Earth-- All which places I havealceady pro- 
f | vedio ſpeak this time, So Eſay 33. 22-- The 
© | Lord # our King, be will ſave ws, When isthis ? 
An. then when Jeruſalem ſball be a quiet babita- 
" | #on, ver. 20. Looke wito Sion, the Citig of your 
© | folemnities : Thineeyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem a quiet 
f | babitation- Ezck, 37. 24. And David my Ser- 
- | vant ( Chriſt of whom David was type ) ſball 
be King over them- And to what time doth chis 
| look? cothat time in which Iſrael and Fudahb 
{hall be gathered together, and brought to 
their own Land, and be made again one Nati- 
| on uponthe mountains of Tſjrael, as ver. 21, 
| 22. 
| 


Thus I have done with the ſecond thing, 
viz. the things foretold to be done in this 
age. 

3. Thethicd is to obſerve the viſible diſpen- . 

i fations of God towards the age welivein : and in 'F-: 
caſe upon enquiry theſe be found ro anſwer YE 
to what God hath forecold they ſhall be in 
that age in which the Fewes ſhall be converted, 
then this will not only ſerve for diſcovery of 

; rhechinginhand, whersin the workeof this 

generation lies ; but alſo adde a beame of light 

unto the former, viz, That wee are fallen into 
thet age in which the Fewes ſhall be cenverted. 

Onely here I would carcy this along with 

| me, 
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me, that in regard as yet things are but com- 
Ing on, therefore many ttuings before this ge- 
neration is over, may be tranſated, which yet 
wee fee ligtle of. But in caſe 1c appeare that | 
tranſaftions being already to agree with the 
things forerold and promited , have wee not |f 
ground hen to hope ( things coming on a= 
pzce every day ) that before this generation ex- | | 
pircs, wefhall ſee moft, it not all fully ac- | 
compliſhed. | 


— —— 


Let us then compare what God: hath pro- 
miſed to the age we ſpeak of wich preſent diſ- | 
p-nſations, and (ce what way Gods diſpenſati- | 
ons are making or have already made towards 1 
the performance of them. ( 


1. For-the bringivig in of the Jewes. is nota | 
faire way made to that already by that gene- ; 
ral} expeQation they have of their Mclſah's 
coming in this age, as Manaſſeh Ben, Iſrael( be- 
fore guozed ) is witnefſe, ſe 29.35. a3 alfo 
by that light thac ar preſcnt is amongſt chem 
( which the aforeſaid Author in {ſeverall of 
his Scaions declares ) into many of thoſe 
Prophecies of the O'd Fcftament which dire- 

_ Aly point at their call. 

' 2. For the Co:v-rfi,n of Geniiles, Not to 
ſpeak of the great conv-r/tons of late neer home 
in poor Wales, and foine parts of Ireland ; 
ard the hopefull way wee ate in by the going 

Out 
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| outdaily of poor dYpiſed Labourers into the 


Lords Vineyard of a large Harveſt: is it not 
admirablethar in this age, and that within a 
few years each ot other, the Veſt and Eaſt In- 
die3 both, ſhould be enlightned with the Goſpel, 
which never heard it before, verifying that, 


Mal. 1+ 11. For from the riſing of the Sun, even 


unto the going down bf the ſame, my Name ſhall be 
great among the Gentiles, and in every place incenſe 
{ball be offered unto my Name , axda pure offering, 
for my Name ſhall be great among the beathen, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. 

3. As for the uniting of Saints that differ, al- 


th ugh here with grief wee muſt contelle che 


breach is yet too wide, yet witch joy and com- 
fort we may alſo truly ſay it is not ſo wide 
as lately it was, many clofing, and loving one 
another in moft parts of the Nation , who 
five, nay two years agoe conld not doir : and 
if ſolictle time have made ſuch a bleſſed be- 
ginning, what may we expe from more? 

4. Andas for the pulling down of bigh and 
lofty thtngs, if our age beare not witneſs of 
his, it doth of nothing ; for doth nor the 
whole world ring again with the noiſe that 
bath been made through the latefall of Regall 
and Epiſccp. I|powers in England? 

5. For the eſtabliſhment of juſtice and righte= 
cuſnes, thc ugh we want in reſpect of what we 
would hive, yt all unprejudiced preg 
muy 
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muſt nakedly confe(ſe a good foundation to 
be already laid in oder co the fame, and az 
ſome hopefull beginuings chereupon , ſo ouc 
ſelves to be in a fatrec way by farre for mgre, 
then we were 16 or 20 years ago : which a lit- 
tletime we hope will ripen to perfeQion. 

6. And for the pow' ing qut of the Spirit, tho | 
it oughc co be our grief we have ſo littleof ir, | 
yet cannot Gods people in this ege , without | 
great ingratitude to the Father of mercies, Y 
but acknowledg that he hath herein alſo been 
more bountifull unto them, then unro others 
of bis dear children,and their tellow -ſervants * 
in the foregoing age; though theſe chen with 1 
that little they had, better, and more o>«di- | 
ent to their Facher, chen we now : and as wee | 
have ground for hope, ſo is it our duty to be- {7 
lieve for yet more. | 

7. And as for imcredſe of light ( without ' 
tranſgreſiing the Rules of modeſty, or exalt- | 
ing our ſeves in this preſent age, in teftificati- 
on of our thankfulneſs co him trom whom | 
our light is ) we may truly, and humbly ſay, 
that this preſent age hath brought forth ſome 
truths,eſpecially choſe which concern Chrifts ? 

 Kingdome, which till now have nor with 
that clearneſfſe been revealed in any fiace the 

Apoftles times. 
8. Andlaftly, For the exaltation sf Chriſt «« 
King , when ever was there atime (fince the 
| Apofites } 


L—"% 
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; | webehold preſent diſpenſations , pointing to 
! ſuch and ſuch chings , to know therelies the 
; 3 wTorke of thizwuge : yet In regard light burdens 


{ cauſe diſpenſation being that which giveth call 
| cothe worke of the generation, it is enough, 
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o | \pofiles ) that could ſhew balfe ſo many - 


Churches as at chis day are to be ſeen in 

land, and elſewhere } yea when ſince the begin» 
ning was Chrift ever in ſo faire a way to be 
King over the world? and when ſo much 
worldly power in the hands of godly men as 


J at this day ? | 


So that in Gods diſpen/ations to this age, we 


{ may already begin to read thoſe very things 
he hath foretold ſhall be in that age in which 


the Jewes ſhall be converted, which ( as hath 


{ been before proved ) is this age welive in. 


And the more is this to be conſidered , be- 


( ſuppoſing wee had no other proof ) in caſe 


No man, andthe lovers of truth are never of- 
fended wich truth for its clearnefſe, therefore 
this Rule ( which alone gives ſo much light 
into the worke, as that it will be ( as hath been 
before cleared ) fin in thac wan, who wilfal-- 


ly ſhutting his eyes co the ſame negle&s the 
'  worke ) is here brought in, hand in hand wich 


others, of no leſs evidence and demonſtration 
thea it ſelf. | 


4. Our fourth Rule formerly Jaid downe, 
is to obſerve what worke that is whith is moſt 16> 


ged 
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 ged againſt by the Devill and wicked men, tor or- 
dinarily there (as was then proved) doth'lye 
the worke of the generation, Now here'goniider 
whac are choſe things the Devill rapeth a- 
gainfſt , and che world would fain hiader in 
this ape. 

To omit the firft, becauſe the worke not ap- 
pearing as yet ( though wee hope Gud is ma- 
king a way thereto ) the Devill doth nor as 

yer appear openly ( in this age more then for- 
merly ) for. to oppoſe the ſame. But co come 
to the next, | 

[s not the Converſion of Sinners one thing 
raged againft? wicnelſethe many obſtru&ions 
in the way of propagating the Goſpel : the 
oppoſition to the DoQrine of glad tydings 
co Sinners therein revealed, and alſo to god- 
ly men becauſe Mcchanicks, whom :God in 
many places with happy ſuccelle is pleaſed in 
this day to make uſe of , for deelaring of 
them. 

Is not the prevention of uniom among Saints 
another ? by fomenting diviftions through 
Jelairicall praftices, and thereby drawing 
chem into parties, and then ſetting oric party 
againſt the other, | 

And is not this another, the pulling d;wn of 

. bigh and bbfty ones ? doth not the world gane- 
rally form co fee Kings and Biſhops plucked 
from thiir ſeats? A; one of their party ſaith, Had 

be 


« 
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be bad « band in the pulling downe ie of þ Regall or E- 
þi ſcopali power , be ſbould thinke bim{elfe to have 
committed the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

And who knows noc the oppoittion thac 
the eſtabliſhment of juſtice and righteouſneſs meets 
with at this day 1h the world ? 

Yea farther, is not the Spirit a thing mock- 
edat, you have the Spirit ; cheſe are men of 
the Spirit, &c. And the very cerm of new light 
is not only diſtafttull, but reproachtull. 

To conclade, what wayes have been ef late 
yeares to prevent and roote out if poſſible 
Chriſts Kingly Government in his Churches ?' and 
are af this day to obfiru@ che {ame, which is 
hoped to be now riſing over the world,is aps 
parent to all men. 

Thus we ſee that the very things Satan ra» 
geth againft, are the ſ:me that the Prophecies 
of old have foretold, and the diſpenſations of 
God call for in this age. 

5. Wee have bur one Rule of diſcovery 
more, ( prayer excepted , which is Cloſct- 
work ) and that is to 05ſerve what ſpiritual! en- 
lightned Saints have upon their bearts, as the work, 
ef the generation. And although here cannot 
enter into mens hearts, yet this I may ſay ſo 
far as my own acquaintance leads me, [ have 
ever obſerved the pulſes of the moſt ſpiricual 
enlightned Szints heating this way : and che 
puÞl' qu? d:fir,s of many for things of this 

o nature, 
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nature, {hr:ws how others tiand inciin'd go- 
wards the doing «f them. 

Thus you may eaſily perceive whitherto 
all theſe Rulcs tend, each of which ſtanding 
upon firme ground, as hath been before de- 
clared. 

The conclu{o7 then ( putting all toge- 
ther ) is this 3 That the worke of the preſent ge- 
neration, which Saints are bound to attend wnto, 
& be au in, 1ics principally in theſe things. 
The conver fidn of the Fewes. Propagation of the 
Goſpel , in order to a greater barveſt 1 Gentiles. 
Foynting Saints ( Chriſts m) ſticall body ) into one. 
Pulling downe of all kigh and lofty things and per- 
ſons tkat oppoſe Chriſt. The eſtabliſhment of Fur 


- flice and Righteouſneſſe in the world. Striving 


Zith Godin « more eſpeciall manner for a greater 
degree of bu ſpirit, more light and grace then Saints 


| in former generations have hed ; togetber with the 


exuitation of Chriſt as King, both in bis Charches, 
ard aljo ever the worid, Which laſt, conſidering 
how that all the reſt are in a way of ſubſervi- 
en:y thircunto, and doc as It were centre. 
therein, for therefore are Jewes and Gentiles 
zr this rim: to meet together, as Subjets un- 
der one Pi ince, thar this Kingdom of his might 
be great, and full of Subj.&s : therefore ſhall 
diviiions amongſt his peoplz ccaſe, that his 
Kingion might be quiet and peaceable  there- 
fore ſhell bigh and lofty ones be pailed down, that 
Chrit 
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Chriſt might have no Compeciror,or Check- 
mate (as ] mas ſay) in tiiis his Kingdom; theres 
fore ſhall juſtice and righteouſrefſe ve eltabliſh» 
ed, thar fo che glory ot bis Kingdom ing chis re- 
ſpe& might turpaſle theglory of ail Aingadoms 
before It ; theretore (hail there be more ot the 
Spirit, more light and grace given forth to the. 
Saints, that fo chey might yeeld obedience to 
their King,gnot ſo much trom a Law without, 
as a principle of light and love within. I lay 
all cencring in this laft, my ucmoit concluſion 
is, that the maſter- piece of worke in this g-ne- 
ration is the Advancement of the Kingdome of Fe- 
jus Chriſt. 

5. Bat how may I come to know or finde out 
that particular part, or parcel! of worke, which i 
more proprly to be my worke in my generation, and 
which God requires me to be adive in ? \ceing it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that any one man can be 
aAive in the whole worke ; neither undoubt- 
ed!y is it required of him. 

| In anſwer to this I {hall in generall lay 
down this ſeeming coucrary Pcopoſition, 
viz, That there is no part or piece of Generation- 
Vorke , but every Chriſtian man or woman may ant 
ſome way be belpful thereunto, ſo far as he is called 
to af , and conſequently b:comes guilty of negled. - 
of generation wore in not ating, av, 

.. By prayer to God for the proſpering and caf = 
Tyins on of the worke, Thoſe who can doe ng* | 

Þ 2 : thing = 
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ching clic, are commanded to pray for the Pedce 
of Feruſalem, Plal. 122. 6. yea all chat make 
mention of the Lord in the day of Gods buil- 


ding Sion, are bound not to keepe ſilence, nor 
give God reſt till he eftabliſh, and till he make 
_  Feruſalem apraiſe in the eartb, Iſa, 62. 6, 7. 


2. By bumbling our ſelves before God for that 
what ſoever it be , whether found in the people of 
God , or inſtruments employd in the worke , or any 
other, that proves obſtruftive , and a hinderance ts 
the work. \v hen the fin of Achan became an ob- 
firuRion to the work of Joſbuah's age , Joſhuab 
and he Elders ot Iſrael rent their cloaths , fell to 
the earth on their faces put duſt on their beads bum- 

bling them(ſclves betore God for it, Foſh. 7. 6. 
Now although acting in this manncr (in 
caſe wecan do nothing elſe) may ſeem liutle 
in oureyes, yet in the eyes of Gud it doth not 
ſo, whotakes it «xceeding well at the hands 
of his people, when they can ſerve their gene- 

ration no other way, that they do it in this. 

When Iſrac] had fo provoked God , that 
God was upon the point of deſtroying of 
them, as Deut. 12. 13, 14. Moſes then falls 
down before God 40. dayes, and 4o. nights, 
and by prayer and faſting prevaits with God, 
notonly to ſpare them, but alſo by the ma- 
nifcftation of his preſence and glorious 
power, ftill to goe along with them, as Exd. 
33:14, 15, And how pleaſing Moſes prayer 
| MW 
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to God in this buſineſs, was, appears, In that 
the glorious diſcovery ot Gods back-parts to 
Moſes, and proclamation of his name before 
him ( ſuch a diſcovery as never Moſes him{elfe 
at any other time, nor any man beſides him 
ever had ) comes in as the fruit of chis his in- 
terceding tor the people, and in behalte of the 
cauſe ot God, as Exs. 33. i9. com::. with Ch. 

34-5, 6,7. Moſes did many glorious workes 
in his generation, which others could nor tol- 

low, yet God chooſeth to make his glory 
paſſe before him, not in doing them, but that 
which every Saint may imitate him in. 

Daniel in like manner, when as yet there 
wag no viiible way for publique atings In 
that which now began to be the butinefs of 
rhe generation , mak:8 it his private worke to 
itrive with Gnd by humiliation and prayer for 
the ſame, as Chap. 9. and how welj God did 
like hereof, you have heard before , and the 
ſuccefſe of Danzels prayer (ver.20.21,22,23. ) 
" 1s ſufficient teſtimony, 

So alſo N:bemiah , when the worke of his 
age lay out of big power to at any thing 
therein, ſave only in this way of prayer and 
humiliation, he as the other ( this being the 
common way of Gods p:ople in ſuch caſes ) 
betakes himſclte unta this worke of praying 
an mourning before God in reference to the 

{ame, Nebem, 1. 4, 5, &c- And how wondcr- 
F 3 fuily 
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fully God was pleated acrewith , cne fequeil 
_ of the ſtory ſhews,, for witkia tour monerhs 
afcer ( his praying and mourning b:ing in the 
moneth Chiſleu, verl. I. ) che ninth moneth 
according to the Jewiſh account, ar Zech. 7. :. 
In the 20. year of Artaxerxes , and ihe return | 
thereofin the moneth Nzjan, Chap. 6. 1. the 
firſt noneth after their account, 2s Eſther 3. 7. 
and all in one year, as by comp. Chap. 1.1. 
with Crap. 2. 1, is evident) God in an exira- 
ordinary way doth ſo bring things abour, 
that this Nebemiab , the praying and mourning 
man tor Feruſulems deſolations, is furniſhed 
wich commiition & authority from the King 
to go to Jerujalem , atid there to re-editic the 
City, and build up rhe wall thereof, the very 
worke of chat getieration. | 

In caſe therctore generation-work le at ſuch 
a plunge as thou carft a& no other way in ir, 
or 'In caſe thou beeſt one, who wanteſt both 
opportunity end employment, wherein thou 
mayft behe]piull in any particular way unto 
thy generation, then ſerve the ſame in this ge- 
ncrall way, which ſervice from the hands of 
ſuch a one 1s accepted of God, and the party 
doing the ſame in Gods account, faichfull in 
his generation. 

Yet becauſe many-there be, who befides the 
genera}l way of a&ing ( which is a duty con:- 
mon to all } may in other more ſpecial ways 

be 
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be {erviceableto their generation, who ( yer | | 
neither their call, nor opportunity reaching to bt 
the whole worke, but ſome parc of it ) will be 
further inquiſitive how th:y ſhall krow chat 
particular part of generation-worke, which is more 
properly theirs. To the end ihat ſuch may re- 
ceive ſatisfaQtion in this thing , I ſhail deire 
them to gge along with me through theſe 
following Rales. 

1. Obſerve what part of generation-work that 
is that thou art in a capacity to «02. Every man is 
not in a capacity to do the fame peece of penera- 
tion-worke, but one man i8$ in a copacity to due 
one piece -f the worke, another, anocher - and 
although the more pub:ique and g:neral any 
man* employment is, the more he 1s In a ca- 
*1city to do ; yet is ttereno man , unleiſe we 
could ſuppoſe fome univerſall GOthcer over 
Nations and Churches, which mighr lawful- 
ly a& in every mans ſphere, which is in a ca-. 
pacity to do the whole worke ; Obſerve there- 
tore what worke thou art In a capacity ro do. 

And here it will-no: be unneceffary to take 
1970 Our mature coniideration , the place and 
ftation God hath fer a man in, the ſpeciall 
£ift a man may have, the light revealed to him, 
:ogether with the opportunities that lic before 
bim, either of which may put ſome men into 
a capacity beyond others, to a in ſome one 
o1(nefle of their generation, rather then ano- 
ther, F 4 Now 
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Now what work toever any of theſe, of 
all of them joyned together , doe pur a man 
into a capacity of ating, the diſpenſations of 
that age calling ro the performance of fuch 
things ( for in generation-worke ( as hath been 
proved ) difpenjation gives the Call ) a man 
may ſafely conclude that to be his work in his 
generation , which as Gods diſpenſatiens call 
him to, ſo God himſelfe will eſther here or 
hereafrer ftrictly require an account of him, 
how he hath done the ſame. 

2. Obſcrve what worke that is amongſt thoſe 
things thou art in a capacity to doe in thy generati- 
en , which the diſpenſations of God without , and 
the bent or inclination of the ſpirit within , at 
ſuch time as the ſame is moſt ſpirituall, or thou 
beſt moſt intimate communion with God , calls for 
the pre ſent doing thereof. For it is moſt cer- 
taine, that every thing that a man is in a ca- 
pacity to doe, hes notcalled alike tothe do- 

ing of. 1 may be in a copacity to do many | 
things in my generation, and my Call co ſome 
of theſe things may be greater, to others leſſ: : 
my Call may be to ſome tor the preſent, to 0- 
thers for the future. Now to finde out which 
of theſe my Calllies firſt anto, it is me ſt ne- 
cefſary to obſerve which Geds diſpenſations 
call loudeſt for , as that which is ( as it were ) 
the birge upon which 'the reſt of the work 
doth turn; and which it negledged, noching 
elſe 


elſe can, or 18 ever likely. ( as ic thould be ) 
to be done : to which, although the effence 
of the Call lics here ; yet if alſo here be added 


( rather as matter of inducement, then a 


bocteme for a Call } this other obſervation, 
Hew my ſpirit ſtands at ſuch.times when I am moſt 
ſpirituali, moſt ciſingaged from private inter« ſts, & 
moſt intimately familiar with God , and m— 
ved to follow bim (, wct are the ordinary times 
of the hcly Spirits ſpeaking) to the attempt- 
ing of theſe things ; and if then I finde the im- 
pulſe of my ſoule ſtrongly bending and incli- 
ning that way, that the diſpenſations of God 
would lead me; I may then conclude the diſ- 
penſations of God without , and the Spirit of God 
within, as in themſelves they ever agree, ſo alſo 


now in witneſſing the ſelf- ſame thing to me , has 


here doth lie that ſpeciall piece of work, which 
amonegft the things | am in a cepacity to doe, 
God calls aloud for the preſent doing of, 

The call of a diſpenjation without (viz.Gods 
being riſen to deliver his people ) and an im- 
pulſe of Spirit within, pnutcing man- like cou- 
rage intoa woman, was the only thing mo- 
ved Zael to attempt thar dangerous, yet me- 
morable a& of ſlaying Siſera, Judg. 5. 24, 25- 

Yea what other Call che Judges of Ijrael-- 
who ( Deborah the Prophetefle excepted ) 
were not Prophers, for the holy Ghoſt calls 
them Judges , and that in a way of diftinQi- 
On 
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- on from Prophets, He gave them Judges abont 
the ſpace 4.50. yeares, untill Samuel the Prophet, 
Ads 13.20. Yea after Moſes, Samuel ( of a 
man ) is the ficſt Prophet <xtraordinarily gif- 
red read of, as As 3. 24. Tea all the Prophets 
from Samuel, and thoje that follow atter : 1 ſaw 
what Call theſe Judges had (only Gideon, 
Sampſen, and Deborab that we read of, having 
extraordinary Call, except the Call of a diſpen- 
fation, the bondage Guas people were in, and 
a ſecret impulſe of Spirit wrought ia them by 
the Lord, ſtirring them up to endeavor their 
deliverance : I cannot my ic}f determine, and 
therefore leave the doing thereof to others. 

. Obſerve what peece of Generation-worke - 
that is, which when thou haſt ventured on it, thoy 
baſt found God meſt eminently appearing ts thee fo) 
thy encouragement , and alſo with thee for aſſiſt- 
ance in doing of it ; and know that the proſecution 
of that is properly thy worke in thy generation. Jo- 
ſbuab'; ſpeciall and principal work in his pene- 
ration, was the rooting out the Canaanites, and 
it was in this worke that God did moft emi- 
nently appeare to Foſpudb , both for encourage- 
ment in the beginning of the enterprize, as 
Chap, 1.5, 6. :n1 wich his aſſiſtance carrying 
of it on, untill the ſame was pericfed, as the 
ftory fhews us. 
4- Obſerve what piece of Generation-worke 
that is, which 1h0a being in a capacity ta co, in do- 
ing 
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ing of art like to meet with greateſt oppoſ#tion, and 
t::at from ail bands, ana ſt:cke 16 that as thy worke 
in thy neneration. Chritt when he was here 0N 
carih, bad ewe great works, the one rela ing 
co his Propheticall Office, wh.ch was to publiſh 
the glai cidings of lalvarion ; the other to 
his Prieſtly, which was to dic for poor finners. 
In the niitt of chcſe hee is oppoſed both by the 
Devill, the world, and u profefling party ; 
and in the lit by 0"? rom whom one would 
leaft expe it, even his hetoved Diſciple Peter, 
ad by Satan to oppsje him in this worke, 

5- Obſerve what piece of generation-worke 
that i, which when thou haſt bad a call, an opportu- 
nity, and an inclination to doe it, and baſt not ſet a- 
bout the jame , God bath preſently with-drawn 
him ſelfe. 

Gods uſuall way is to check his peoples 
negl:&s, eſpecially in generation-worke by 
with-dr1wing himſelfe, as hath been fully clea- 
red in the foregoing diſcourſe under that 
branch , diſcovering thedznger of negeQing 
generation-worke in refpet of our loffe of com- 
n:unicn with God thereby. If therefore ſuch 
With-drawing thou art, or hafl been ſenſible of, 
and theſe to grow upon ſuch negle&s ( leſt 
there come a greater afcer-clap, this being 
vac Gods warning-piece) minde better rhen 
yer thou haſtdone, that worke, vpon negle&t 
whereof thou haſt ſenſibly found theſe with- 
drawings, 


— 
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drawings, and know ihe lame is properly thy 
worke in thy Generation. 

6. Obierve what piece of generation-worke 
that 5, which put the ca,e thou wert te dye , would 
make m*ſt for thy comfort if done, and moſt for thy 
diſcomfort if neglefed. Some worke there is 
which men have to do for God in their gene- 
rations,which if che meſſenger of Death ſhould 
cone, and the ſame not done, the heart 
would cry, O ſpare me alittle, that Tmay recover 
my ftrength, to do this and the other worke not yet 
done by me @ it ſhould, before T goe hence , and be 
no more ſeen. Now know this for certain, that 
thai worke which if ] were now to die would 
afflit-me becauſe not done, is my preſent work 
without delay to doe; for that which [ find: 
will farther my joy in death, I may conclude 
is my duty in my lifc ; and if a duty in my lite, 
and only lifes preſent time Is certaine to me, 
then may I aſſure my ſclte ic is my preſent 
worke ; the negle&t whereof, as nopretence 
bow ſpecious locver cati excuſte ii, ſo the do- 
ing thereof will admir of no delays, though 
there may ſcem never ſo great cauſe in reaſon 
for the ſame. O have not then that worke to 
_ doat death, the negle& whereof,though thou 

maiftgo to Heaven , will leflen thy joy in thy 

Journey. 

6. And laſtly. But bew may generation- wor ke 
be carried on, ſo as that God may be ſerved in th? 
generation In 
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In Anſwer hereto I ſhall lay downe ſome 
Rules for dire&ion, and fo conclude. 

1. Labour to finde out what the worke of thy 
ceneration is, and in what things chiefly it conſiſts. 
A right principle ar.d a reCtified judgemenc 
muſt ever goe before praQtice, or otherwiſe 
practice would be irregular. 

Now for our help herein,ſome light alrea- 
dy hath been given in diſcuſſing the ewo for- 
mer queſtions ; which by obſerving times and 
diſpenſations, ſearching the Scriptures , converſe 
with Saints, & ſeeking God, that Chriftian who 
defires to be found in chis worke, may for his 
own fatisfation add unte; which worke as 
very needfull in this poinr, to'the end he may 
go by his own eyes, and not by others, I here 
commend ro him, andleave him to. 

2. Be humbled for it in caſe thou baſt failed 
in the worke of the former generation. It is ( as 
hath been obſerved ) Gods way to puniſh the 
errors of men in one gereration , by blinding 
them to, and laying them by in the worke of 
another generation 5; which puniſhment in ic 
ſelfe moſt ſad, bath yr a particular diſpenſa- 
ton going along with it, exempting all ſuch 
from the penalty ; who for their failings in 
the former generation , have taken ſhame to 
themſelves , publiſhing their former errors, 
and humbling themſelves for ir in the next 
generation, which you may read, Ezek., 43-10, 

11s 
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11. Son of man ſhew the beuſe of Iſrael, that they 
may be aſhamed of their iniquities , and let then 
meaſure the pattern. Andif they be aſhamed of 
all that they bave done, ſpew them the forme of the 
bouſe, andthe faſhion thereof , and the grinps out 
thereof , and the comi'rgs in thereof , and all the 
fermes thereof, and all the ordinanees thereof. and 
ell the lawes thereof : and write it in their ſight, 
that they may keepe the whole forme thereof , and 
allthe Ordinances ther:of, and ds them. 

The Law of Reprievall exempring the of- 
fendor from this heavy penalty of being hlin- 
ded to, and caff out of the preſent worke of God 
In the generation he lives in, is conditionall, if 
rchey be aſhamed; then ſhew them- but in caſe 
they be not aſhamed, bur ſtill juſtifie themſelves 
in, and own their former errors, then of ne- 
celſty the contrary followes, ſhew them not 
the preſent worke, but rather ler them be blind- 
edcolt, bide from them the forme of the houſe, 
and the faſhion thereof, and the goings out thereof, 
and the comings in thereof 5 and the Ordinances 
tberesf, and the Lawes thereof : let all be hidd- 
en from them, and they laid by as to the 
whole,and every part of ic, in caſe they be not 
aſhamed. 

3. Convert private cares, which onely concerns 
tbine owne particular condition, into cares for the 
publique, and the cauſe of Chriſt on foot. Moſt of 
Gods people fpend their time wholy in __ 

| abour 


Latte WA ties”  - al ay 


Conce rning the Work of the Generation. T9 


oriil with them as to their particulars z ma» 
king it no part ( or at moſt but alicclepart) 
of their care how it fares with the cauſe of God 
in the world. Now as this care is too low 


for a Saint to be ever poring about,ſo is it one 


main reaſon why after years of care, a difſatiſ- 
fation ſti]] remains in their Spirits about the 
thing ; becauſe they have nor learnt to leave 
this care with God , and to care more for the 
_ worke of God, and the glory of God. 

Thus did Moſes, Numb. 14. The people are 
ina hucly-burly, and talk of making a new 
Captain, verſ. 4. and ſfloning ſuch as would 
diſiwade them, ver. 10. Moſes now in this tu- 
mult laies afige the care of his owne particular 
ſafety, and makes it his utmoſt care to divert 


the wrath of God, that he now ſaw coming 


upon the people, as verſ. 13,14,0c. 

And hath not Chriſt himſelf lefr us a ſweet 
<xample ofthis, who when he was entring 
upon his great worke of dying, ſeems to neg- 
I<& his own particular , and makes it his great 
buſine s co fortite his Diſciples againſt the 
ftorm approaching, by giving them a fſeale of 
his love in his laſt Supper , preaching a Ser- 
mon of Sou!-conſolation tothem , and al(o 
praying to his Father wich much faith and 
fervency in their behalt ; and which js obſer- 
vable in his Sermon and prayer both, for one 
word 


about their condition, whether ic ſhall 20 well — 
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word ſpoken to himſelf, and in his owne _ 
half, he ſpeaks hundreds co them, and to his 
Father in cheirs. 

Admirable js that of Paul, 2 Tim. 1.1 1. who 
ſeems co forger his owne 1alvation, toat he 
mighe mind his worke whereto hee was ap- 
pointed , for he takes no more thought abour 
that, but onely co leave it with God-- I ;now 
whom I beve believed, and I am per ſwaded that be 
is able ts keep that which I have committed to him, 
againſt that day : as to ſay , I have trufied God 
wich that , ile venture that upon his care : 
bur in his worke , and for the canſe of Chriſt, 
he ſuffers all chings, and rung all hazards chat 
he might be found faiih'ull thereunco-- I am 
appointed a Preather , and an Apoſtle, and a Tea- 
cher of the Gentiles, For the which cauſe, Ialſs 
ſuffer theſe thingg—= 

4+ Stand looſe and diſ-engaged from private in- 
terefts. Private intereſt vt honor, protic,friends, 
&c. hath oft times been a ſnare to men, and 

flarred chem in, yea, ſometimes drawn them 
 tooppole rhe worke of their generation. A pri- 
vate intereſt of profit ( though colourcd over 
with 2 pretence of ſacrifice ) led Saul co the 
ſparing of Agag, and the beſt of the lock, con- 
trary to the worke of his generation, which was 
to have deſtroyed all, as 1 Sam. 15. 2, 3. Ihis 
proved a fnaretohim, and forTthis ( as b-- 
fore ) he is caſhiered by God, 
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Ic was a private zntereſt of honor that made 
the Phariſces oppole Chrift, becauſe che mul- 
ticude which before adored them as Gods; 
did now withdraw from chem , and follow 
him, agd f6 miſcarry in the worke of cheir pe- 
ner ation, en: | 

Ic was a private inter-t of relations that 
made Solomon taulrter fo toully in the worke of 
God in his dayes ; his wives drawing him to 
idolatry: ; | | | 

Tt was a privete intereſt of friendſhip with 
wicked men, becauſe great men ; ( viz. joyn- 
ing with Abab and Abaziab ) that brought 
the greateſt blurr, and ſcourge to ( that wee 
read of) upon good Feboſhapbat in his dayes. 

What ſhall 1 ſay more? Ic was private inte- 
reſt made the Gadarens ſend Chfift away ; be- 
cauſe they were loth to loſe their ſwine. Pri- 
vate intereſt of gain was the root of that great 
oppoſition made againſt the Goſpel in Tbya- 
tira, As 16. 19; 20. and after that at. Ephe- 


ſas, Ads 19.23,24,25, &c. and private intereſt 


of honour and preeminence ſet Diotrephes 
on worke t6 oppoſe Jobi and the worke of 
Chriſtin his Churches, 3 Epiſt.ver. 9,10. Fri- 
vate intereſt is an enemie to che work of the ge- 
neration, and every worke of God abour ie, 

5. Favour and owne ibe Saints of the getiera- 
tion : and here by Saints | doe not meane thiig 
ar that party of men, but ſuch men (of what- 
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ſocver partic they may b« ).as nave the zmage of 
God upon-them, Chriſt , and the Spirit of Chriſt in 


them ; to diſowne any fuch one', though men 


call it diſowning a Presbyrer, diſowning an In- 
dependent, dijowning an Anabapcik , &c.-yer 
Chriſt accounts it diſowning his little one2. 

In Zech. 12. 5. we have aglorious proph:- 
cy, relating urto the laſt ages of the world, 
but more particularly to that age in which 
the ewes ſhall be converted, and it chitfly con- 
CerFns fFed? 01s, $-areſ-inen, the Governours 
of Fudab, who in this day looking upon, _ 
beholding Gods wonderiull appearances i: 
behalte of his Samts under their governmenr, 

owning of them , hatrering all that doe bu: 
Iif,upa hand 2paintt [3cm ro pieces , bring- 
ing all Pjots and Counſcl]s againſt them to 
nothing, theyſhall from hence be ſo power- 
fully convinced, . that they ſhall fay in their 
kearrs, The inhabitants of Jeruſalem my ſtrength, 
( or is ou; ſt engih ) in the Lird of Hoſts their 
God, And wubferve tc, ng fooner do they fay 
thus, Surcly theſe are Gods p:ople, here lic: 
our ttrengeh, wee'l tick co theſe, bur preſent- 
Iy che worke in ih jr hands goes on: in d:- 
ſvight of che moſt powerful] oppoli ion, 
GoJ making of them the terrovr of all the 
Nations rot and about them, yea of the whoie 
warld , which ſhall be but as ſtubbletts the fire 
br fore them, as ver. 64 In that day-{ viz. the day 
| in 


; 
; 
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in which the, Gavernours.of Fudab ſhall chus 
ſptake ) will I make the: Governours of Judab. 


like a hearth of fire among, the waed,, : and like a 


torch of fire in a ſheafe.; and! they ſpall dewure all- 


- the people round abeut , owtbe right band , and on. 


the left. Hs ol | oo 
A ſadd example of the contrary we have in 
David, who ( though he were:aman after 
Gods own heart, and oneithat had faickfu}ly 
{ſerved God for many years in- hig generations 


+ yet ). by one. injury. offered ro godly Uriah, 


his hands were {© weakned,; that ( as I bave 
formerly ſaid ) comparing after, as with 
whac he did before , wee hardly finde any re- 
markable ibing performed by him in his ge- 
neration afterwards, As nuthing doth more 
{rengthen a mans hand in generation-worke, 
then countenancing, the Saints 3 10. contrari» 
wile nothing doch more enfeeble them. , then 
ta.injure thee. (1 T 

. 64; Keepe Juſtice alive againſt, wilfull offenders 
in.the worke. Achan pur a ſtop to the worke of 
the gereration in- his'time ; but Juſtice having 


; free palſage upon Achan, preiently the worke 


of the pgeneration'gots on, jelly 
. 7, Commit the managing. of publique affaires 
ingo- the bayds of faithfull and boly men. It is ob- 
feryable; and ( but that I fpare to runne over 
again the lift of generations) | could for proof 
thereof prodyce many inftances , that genera- 
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ſoever partic they my bt ).as nave the mage of 
God upon-them, Chriſt , and the Spirit of Chriſt in 
tbem ; to. di{owne any {fuch one', though men 
call it difowning a Presbyter, difowning an In- 
dependent, dijowning an Anabapcik , &c. yer 
Chrifi accounts it diſowning his tittle ones, 

In Zeck. 12. 5. we have a glorious propli- 
cy, relating unto the laſt ages of the world, 
but. more particalarly to that age in which 
the Jewes ſhall be converted, and it chiefly con- 
Cerns great ones, Starefſ-iner, the Governors 
of Fadab, who in this day looking upon, and 
beholding Gods wonderfull appearances in 
behalte of his Samtr under their governm: nr, 
owning of them , ſhattering all that doe bu: 
Iiftupa hand againitzoem to pieces , bri:2- 
ing all Plors ani$ Counſcl)s againft them, to 
nothing, theyiſhall from hencebe ſopower- 
fully convinced , that they ſhall fay in rh:ir 


hearts, The inbabitants of Jeruſaletn my ſtren1th, 


( ors oui'ft engih } #2 the Lurd of Huſt; ici 
God, And vbſerve te, ng foonerdo thev lay 
thu, Surcly theſc are Gods p:ople, here ic: 
our ſtrength, wee'l Rick co theſe, but preſcnt- 
Iy che worke in th ir hands goes on: in d:- 
ſopight of che moſt powerfull oppoſt ion, 
God mzking of them the terrour of all the 
Nations round about them, yeaof the whole 
warld , which ſhell be but as tubble'ts the fire 
br fore th: m, as ver. 64 I that day { viz, the day 

; in 
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in which che, Gavernours of Fudab {hall thus: 
ſptake ) wall I make the: Gouernours of Judab. 
like a hearth of fire amony, the wasd,, i and like a 
torch of fire in a ſheafe.;. and! they ſhdll:deveure all 
- the people round abent , onthe right band , and on: 

the left. ets i Pret? , 256544 
A ſadd example of the contrary we have in. 
David, who ( though: he were:aman after 
Gods own heart, and oneithathad faickfu}ly 
{crved God tor. many years in- hig generations 
- yet }). by one. injury: offered ro- godly Uridh, 
bis hands were {© weakned,, that ( as I bave 
formerly ſaid ) comparing after, afs with 
what he did before ,- wee hardly ftinde any re- 
markable bing performed by him in his ge- 
neration afterwards, As nuthing doth more 

{rengthen, a mans hand in generation-worke, 
then councenancing. the Saints 3 ſp. contraris 
wil: nothing doch more enfeeble them, then, 
ta.injure theſe... (1 je by Y: 

6., Keepe Juſtice alive againſt, wilfull offenders 
in the worke. Achan put a ſtop to the worke of 
the gerneration.in-his'time ; but Fuſtice having 
/ Irce paſſage upon Achan, preitntly the worke 
of the generation;gots on. | het] 

7. Commit. the managing. of publique affaires 
mnzo the bagds of faitbfull and boly men. It is ob- 
feryable; and ( bur thar I fpare to runne over 
again the 1ift of generations) 1 could for proof 
thereof prodyce many inftances, that genera» 
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tion-Porke hath never thciven , buc hath been 
always done by halves or piece=mealc, when 
the ſame hath been in the hands of ſuch men, 
who nos being faithfullro God, have more 
purſued their owne particular intereſts of ho- 
nour, profit, and the advancement of relati- 
ons and alliances, then the good ard weltare 
of the cauſe, and the farcherance of the worke 
of the ſgeneration. But that which is eno 
for our preſent purpoſe, is, how that in the 
laſtdayes, particularly in that age, in which 
Chriſt will picch a field wich thoſe Kings of 
the Earch, which ſtand in the way of his 
Kingdome, he will pick and cull our as the 
onely inſtruments that under kim ſhall carry 
on this worke, ſuch as are called, and choſen, 

_ andfaithfail; as Rev. 17: 14. Theſe ſhall make 
warre with the Lamb, and tbe Lambe ſhall over- 
come them : for be is Lord of Lords, and King of 
Kings, andtbey that are with bimare called, and 
choſen , and faitbfwull. And alſo in that fatall 
blow which ſuddenly after {hall be given wo 
the Remiſh power , arid the powers of the 
world conjoyn'd, his followers ſhall not be : 
ſuch as either rowle in the pollucions of the 
world , or have ftain'd th: 1: garments with 
the Idolatries and ſup+1ſtitions of Antichriſt, 
but onely ſuch a8 (hall be cloathed in fine 
Jinnen, clean and white, as Revel. 1g $, And 
to ber was granted that ſhee ſhould be —_— in 
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fine lianen, cleane aud white ; for the fine linnen 
is the righteouſneſſe of the Saintz, And verſ. 14. 
The Armies which were in Heaven followed bim 
pen white Horſes, cloathed in fine linnen, white 
and clean, Though men may.cmploy others, 
yet Chrift will by degrees lay them by in che 
doing of this worke , before the ſame (hall be 
perfe&ed. WES 
8, Take beed of divers things, which if not pru- 
dently foreſeen and ſhunned , may any one of them 
ſugg even a good man in the worke of his genera- 
t10n, as 
I, Take beed of being offended.Chrifts Coun- 
trey-men could not receive him for the Mcf- 
fiah, becauſe they were offended at his mean- 
nefſe and poverty, Maith. 13.57. Many a man 
ſtumbles at the werke. of his generation by an 
aptnelle co be offended at this and the ocher 
thing, as, . 

' 1+ Acchenew light of the generation. As in 
the times before Chriſts coming, and imme- 
diately after, ſa long as God was opening 
his will to h;s people by a wricten word, e- 
very generation almoft did beame forth new 
light, in regard of being , Abrahams generation 
producing ſomewhat, that was nor revealed 
in Adams, nor to the old world ; Moſeſſes 
ſomewhat which was not revealed in Abra- 
hams ;. Davids Comewhae which was nor re- 
vealed in Moſeſſes ; Tſaiehs ſomewhat which 
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' was not revealed in Davids ; Daniels ſorpe- 
what, which was not revealed in E ſays , John: 
Boptifts ſotnewbat which was not revealcd ir 
Daniels; and Peter and Pauls ſomewhat which 
was noc-Fevealcd in Fobn Baptiſts time : So.in 
the generations ſince God hath cloſed up his 
word, ( nuth baving brought forth ics 1. 
in regard ot being ) and eſpecially fince the 
man of Sin, ( who creeping in, in the ftirit 
ages, corrupted and datkned the light of thoſe 
times for many generations together ) hath 
been going off the Stage ,, every generation al- 
moſt hath affordcd irs new light, in regardof 
diſcovery , of that light which. in the word 
had bejog betore, bur obſcured by the fogs of 
Antichriſtianiſm. So IWickliffe <4 Tobn Hus 
in their'ages made diſcovery of ſome light : 
Luther in his generation of more ; Calvin in his 
of more, in reſpeQ of ſome things x:herein 
Luther was in the darke 3 and the apes ſince of 
more, in reſpe& 6. ſome things wherein all 
the foregoing Worthies were'in the darke. 
And this to ſay is no diſparegernent to them, 
who did worthily in their generatiorrs ,' nor 
matter ofexaltation to cur ſelves, who hive 
nothing bur free- grace co boaft of, nor any 
other reaſon to give why it thy uld th as be, 
but this onely, ſo it pleaſeJ him. _ © 

Yet 2s then when truth came forth in be- 
ing , the new light of the gener tim difotten- 
times 
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times cffend perſons living in thoſe generations, 
ſo as they could nat 'cerhe worke of their ge- 
nerations 3 as the perfecutions that many of 
the Prophets of the Old Teftamenr, and Apo- 
leg of theNew, did fuff:r from the men of 
thoſe generations tor the (arffe doth witnefle : 
So now whin truth is coming forth in re- 
gard of diſcoviry , the new diſcoveries of 
cruth have beene and ate a continual offence 
co the men of theſe lalt penerations, even to the 
oppoling the very worke of the generation they 
have lived in ; as che ſufferings of thoſe wit- 
nefſes of Jeſus, who flood up for the Pricfily 
Ofth:e of Chriſt about Luthers dyes by the Pa- 
pacy 3 and the perſecutions of thoſe worthies 
ſince who have maintai; ed the Kingly Office 
of Chriſt by the Prclacy , and the ſev-rall 
Nick-names ct eruth in this our ape, and new- 
lipht, the common by- word of the Countrey 
doth clearly and fully evidence. 
2. At thoſe ſtumbling blocks which uſually are 
laid int the worke of the og generation. Ic 1s a thing 
Lo be noted, that almoſt in every age God 
hath lai ſome cinent flumbling- blocks in the 
worke of that «age , both for the criall of the 
f«ith of his own people't in ge ting over then, 
and for his Enemics to ſtumble nd falt apon ; 
which ſtunbling-blochs as they have exerciſed 
"rhe faith ot th: one, {0 bave they bern conti- 

nuall Rocks of oftnee tinto"the other, 
QC 4 --. 0 


; _ 


4A Word to this Generatioz, 


In Noabs time, when the worke ot that age 
was to expe and prepare for a univerſal de- 
luge , what a ſtumbling-blocke ( in reaſon may 
weethinke ) was it tothe old world to heare 
of ſuch a thing 120 yeares before it comes, to 
look for it yearcgfter yeare 120 yeares toge- 
ther, and yet no appearance of ſuch a thing ; 
might they not well conclude before halfe 
that time was expired, that Noab's preaching 
was a Fable, his building the Arke a fancy, 
for no ſuch thing as hee expc&ed would ever 
be? : 

When Moſes was ſent of God into Egypt to 

deliyer Gods people thence, which was the . 
worke of ehat age, what a palpable ftumbling- 
Block was it to Pharaob, and the Ayyprians to 
behold the very ſame miracles which were 
wrought by Moſes to evidence his being ſenc 
of God done by their owne Magicians:mighc 
they not well ſay, is this man ſent of God, 
chen arcour Magicians , for they do the ſame 
things as he, | = 
 Aﬀtexwards in the wilderneſs did noc this 
lie as an apparent ſtumbling. blocke before that 
generation that T/rael ſhould there wander to 
and fro fortie yeares, till the whole generati- 
on of men that came out of Agypt were con- 
ſumed, before they muſt enter that Land they 
were brought out to poſſeſſe 2 of 

At the time of the building the ſecond 

Temple 


— 
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Temple upon Tjraels coming out of Babylon 
( which being in che lager times of the Jewi 
State, way ( II take it) the Typeof Chri 
building his Church in the laſt days upon the 
coming out of Antichriſtian babylon ) what @ 
ſtumbling-blocke was it that the great worke of 
chat time, the which they were come trom 
Babylon abour, ſhould receive ſuch a nip at the 
very beginning,as to be a; a ſtand forty years 
rogether before ir could goe on ? might: not 
GODS people feare, and cnemies conclude 
this worke would ſurely now' come to no- 
thing ? who will wonder that Temple build- 
ing hath been at a ftand for many years, ſince 
the coming our of Babylon myftica}, chat con- 
fiders thus ic was upon the coming out of li+ 
rerall Babylon, and thcic Temple was the type 
of oure, 

Chrifts coming into the world was accom- 
panied with two notable ſtumbling. blocks. 

Firft, he was born of meane Parentage, when 


as he was looked for amongſt the Royall or. 


Prieſtly ſeed, Secoudly, he firſt appears out of 
Galilee , and ( by vulgar eſteem ) 18 a Naza- 
rene , whereas all knew the Meſliah was ro 
come out cf Bethlebem. Theſe rwo ſo vilitle 
rocks of offence , as they drew the generalitie 
to oppoſe him, pleading againſt him and for 
themſelves , Shall Ckrift come out 6f Galilee ? 
Hath nor the Scripture ſaid , that Chrff = 

- 
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«th of Fa feed») David , and out | of the Towne of X 
Betolbi, ;em where David was 7 Joh. 7. 41, 42. 
| $o were they ſore tryals to the faith of the 
godly , who not ftrialy enquiring into 
_ Chri! is deſcent, and the place of his birth, 
bur raking things upon truft from repore of 
the vulgar ( a weakneſs too incident to many 
cruz meaning ſouls ) made that their ſtumb- 
ling blotke, which righ:ly underftood would 
have been a confirmation of their faith, as ap- 
pears in that good flain- hearted Nathanael, 
who was withour guile, could noc tcl] how « 
while ro get over this, fohb.1.46. Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth 
And rofay no mere , when Chrift ſens 

forch Apofties into the world about the great 
worke of that. gen-ration, did not this lic as a 
forc ſtumbling-blocke betore many ro ſee the 
learned ones, the DuQors and Rubbies of the 
tines (et by, and in this glorious worke, a 
comrany uf poore :l.itcrate Fiſhermen em- 


ploid. 
Ard as it 4 moſteviJent, thar in generati- 
ons formerly, Gud for wiſe ends hath ever 


Ja funblineockes in the worke of che ge- 
nerations : fohe har ſhall bart narrowly ob- 
ſerve Gods dijperſations towards his people 
of lzte in thefe our times, ſhall ade this ve- 
riged, nothing more, there having hardly 
beens any greas Viftory obtained, or any 

| thing 
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thing remarkable performed , which hath 
n0t had his ſtumbling going along with ir, 
and happy is he, whoſoever is not offended 
thereby. £ 

3. Atthe declared difſent;, or the private diſ- 
contents or murmurings of a religious party againſt 
the Worke of the generation. 

God in his fecret providence, & nnfearch- 
able wiſcdome hath ſo thought it good, that 
generation-work ſhould meer with ics affronts, 
nor only fron, the tumultuous confuſed rab- 
ble of the world , bur slſo from a religious 
party, who ſhould either repine ar,difſent from, 
or make oppoſition againſt che ſame. It wasa 
religious party ( the whole Congregation of 
Tirael being a profeſiing people , amongſt 
which , undoubredly very many that came 
out of Fgypt, were cruly godiy, who yet {1n- 
ned with the Congregation, and fell inthe 
wildernefs) that'in the days of Moſes aid io 
heap np their murmurings, muripuring upon 
Turmuring againtt the viſible diſpenſations of 
that age. 2 

It was a religious party, yea and that too up- 
on a* religious ground ( as well as apolitick ) 
Tek. 11. 49,50,51.52. that gave wicked cout 
ſe]] for the putting ot Chriſt ro dearh. 

It was a religicns party , the' Zewes and *de- 
vout women that raiſed perſecution at An- 
ticch againft the worke of the Goſpel , txpel]- 


wg 
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ing Paul and Barnabas the faitbfull Preachers 
thereof out of their coaſts, As 13. 50. A 
religions party. have al wayes had a finger in op- 
poſing generation worke ; and obſerve, when a 
religious party hath oppoſed, this their oppoſition 
hath been ſo great an offence , that not onely 
the common multitude , but right hon«R 
hearts bave from hence ſtood aloefe from, 
and been ſhie of rhe worke of their generation. 
Chrift'could not be received of the Fewes for 
their Meſfiab , becaule the religious party of the 


Prieſts and Phariſees did oppoſe him : and 


how great an offence was this to the pooce 

timple meaning people, who but a litele be- 

fore ſceing his workes, cryed out Hoſanna; 

being now by theſe men of credit pofieſt thar 

he was a deluder, they change their note, and 

cry crucifie him, crucific bim , as the ſtory tells 
l us. 


4. At the after-miſcarriages and errours of 
thoſe who bay: been tbe onely ative inſtruments 
and lights at firſt, in the worke of the generation. 
Tis matter ot offence to not a few to ſee men 
ative at firft in the worke of their generation, 
proveafterwards recarders of the worke, and 
darknefſe thence to ſpring whence the firſt 
light of the generation did ariſe : hence moft are 
apt tocall in-queſtion the righteouſnefſe of 
that cauſe, and purity of that light which the 
firſt owners by future miſcarriages have caſt a 

2s blemiſt 
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blemiſhb upon. Now though there ſcemeth in 
it co be juſt maccer of jealouſie, yer if ſeriouſly 
weighed and compared with foregoing Prefi- 
dents it is not ſo: for who knows not that 
Salemon was the firſt Kirg of Iſrael that ever 
built a houſe for the crue worſhip of God, 
and yer the firft that ever built bigh places for 
Idolatry. Peter was the firft Diſciple that pub- 
liquely confeffed Chrift, and yer the firſt that 
openly denyed him, Fudea was the firft place 
where Goſpel-light did fhine, and from 
whence the world was enlightned, and yer 
the firſt place where errours ſprung up, and 
the light of the Goſpel darkned. A. 15. 1. 
Certain men came down from Fudea and taught the 
brethren, except ye be circumciſed after the man- 
ner of Moſes, yee cannot be ſaved. 

5- At the paſtly looke and mntrodden footfteps 
of [ome particular diſpen [ations and aFtings attend- 
ing the worke of the generation. In all generati- 
ons almuft there have been in managing the 
worke of the generation ſome particular aftings 
which outwardly have had'ſo foule an ape, 
that if nor beheld with an eye ſeeing God his 
will and defign therein, might juftly breed * 
oFence and diſlike in the behoJders. Wich how 
oftentive a countenance did that a look, and 
new may we think in reaſon might it tend 
to the hardning the Egyptians, that Iſrael 
going out of XFigypt , pretending to _— 

30d, 
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Lhe 


God, (bould by;a cheat, (as ſetting Gods 


_ will alide, mans reaſon:wouid account ir } 


plunder ine-fEgy ptians of all their jewels and 
riches;;a thing which-it done: without Gods 
ſpeciall command, had been Contrary £0 mo- 
rality.' 

And whether: or-no wade not © Gads com- 
mand authbriz:d' Joſpuah' ehereunto , could 
that aQ/of-bis.io-encring Cantes, and na of, - 
ly taking theie Land trom/thems, bur alſo 
pucting ajl the Inhabitants old and young co 
the { worg, b en termed any other then an a& 
of iutumane and barbarous cruelty 2? . - 

+ Yea farther, let reaſon be jadge of chat aft 
of Faels -ir1 murdering Sera at @ time when 
his Mafter- wasin league with hes:husba 

and when as he two (as a man flying for life) 


© committed himſcife to her for. ſhader, and 


what will ic, call! the ſame. but treacherous 
dealing, an at'ot parthomthets and _—_ 
injuſtice. - : : 

\ What need I maltiply:} 2 = eoſon, not ſee 


ing Gods will, be judge of Febwes a&ion:, in 


putting -the'King his Maftee to death, and cx- 


_ tirpating the Royal Family, and will icnoc 


brand the ſame with the odious names of dit- 
loyalty,uſorparion & treachery to his Prince? 
which yet was an at commanded by God, 
God having {© ordered ic, that in all ages 
there ſhould ftand in the work of the generation 
ſom: 
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jome ſuch facing and ſtaring aRions as thould 
nor onely amuſe men, but alſo offcad the eyes 
of the obſtinarc, weak,ori ignorani:beholders. 

2. Take breed of being diſcouraged.-As-offen- 
:e5 on one hand hath put maliy a man by che 
worke of his generation, {o. have diſcourage- 
ments on the other: hand puc ſome. by, :and 
weakened the hands. of others (in the worke. 
Now there are fevera!l chings.,at; che whict 
men-arc diſcouraged, whereof L ſhall. partice- 
larize few, as . - 

1. Ac thelittleneſſe end lowneſſe of beginnings. 
"ris Gods way 1n the carrying on of his great 
mw glorious works of-wonder, eyer tO begin 
very low, and ric. bigh-by degrees. 1 {ba{l-in- 
't.nceonely in cwo things,Þoth appertaining 
i: Ch its Kingdome , and the rather hecauje 
( as hathybeen thewed ) ear. j8 che great worke 
{this age. 

1: The kingdom ak Chrif 1 in his Ghurch- 
cs, it is a moſt glorious work,yet bw intbe be- 
Lining. The builcing of che ſecond Temple, 
which (Cas hath been (aid) was the, type ot 
chis; hid a ft @ day of ſtall things, which look- 
crs on were ready to deſpite Zache4i 10. Who 
hath deſpiſed tbe day of ſmall things # betore a 
day of great things. Fiſt, a foundation ſtone 
15 laid,:; and ther: Zerubbabel the builder hath 
his hands holden forty yeares, before he can 
ly atop-ſtone, or bring the work to pertec- 
tlON. 
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tion. The planting of Churches in the Primi- 
tive times, what a low beginning had it : one 
Paul and a few poore Fiſhermen aQing in this 
worke, and chat againſt all che world. 

This je lively ſet forth in char Parable; 
Matth. 13. 31. The Kingdome of beaven is like 
unte 4 graine of muſtard-ſeede-- It begins as a 

_ grain of muftard-lced, which is the leaft of all 
ſeeds, and of this but one grain, not many ; 
yet in the end it grows a Tree that the fowles of 
the beaven come to lodge int the branches of it. 

2. The kingdom of Chrift over the world, 
the glory ofthis work is fuch, that when ic 
ſhall be, the whole earch ſhall be full of the 
glory of ir z yet bow little and lew ſpall this 
wor ke be in the beginning. It is at firft « tone cut 
out of the mountames without bands, little and 
weak, yet aſter a great mountaine filling the whole 
earth, Dan. 2. 34, 35- Ic is firſt a little one ,Qaf- 
ter that a thouſand, La. 60. wut. A little oae (ball 

become dtbouſand== Ir firſt begins in Sion, 7. 
e, in the Churches, amongſt a company of 
pcore deſpiſed worſhippers of Chrift ( where- 
of Sion was a pe) P/al. 2. 6. Tet bave I ſet 
my King upon my boly bill of Sion. Afterwards 
ie ſpreads it {elf over all the world, Verſ.$, 9. 
Aske of me, and I will give thee the beathen for 
thine inberitaace, and the littermoſt parts of the 

earth for thy poſſeſſim. Thou ſbalt rule them with a 

rod of tron, thou ſhah breake them in pieces like a 

potters veſſell, Davids 


> 
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Davids Kingdome ( the moſt lively type of 
Chrifts Kingdom over the world ) how low 
and ſeemingly unlikely ever to riſe, was it in 
the beginning. One Davis, a poore mans ſon, 
a keeper of ſheep to be a King, and yet his 
Kingdom at preſent-in the hands of anocher, 
a powerful K. Saxl, one choſen and annoyn- 
ted by God, to whom the whole nation had 
ſabje&ed themſelves, and under whom they 
had obtained glorious victories. Who would 
ever have chonght this Kingdome could have 
riſen, and yet ic did? | 

Chciſts riding into Feru/alem as King(which 
I take it did ſhadow out borh theſe ) is was 
upon an Aﬀe, one of che moſt deſpicable of 
all the creatures ; and yet not upon a'grown 
Atſe neirher , an Aſle in bis tull fircngrh, but 
upon a Colt, the foale of an Aﬀe, the weakeſt 
and moſt deſpicable, of che moſt deſpicable, 
Matth- 21. 5, 


Thus it is Gods way in great works (e- 


ſpecially in generation worke ) to begin low, 
and riſe by ſteps: Now we ſhall ftinde that low 
beginnings in the worke of the generation, have 
ſometimes been a diſcouragement to perfons 
ating therein. So in Ezra's time, when the 
foundation of the ſecond Temple was laid, 


the low and little beginnings did ſo diſcourage the 


ancient men who had ſeen the glory of the 
former houſe, that it is ſaid they wept with « 
loxd woyce, Chap.3. 12. H . 2A 
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a 2. Atthe power fulneſſe and ſucces fulncſſe of op- 


poſition againſt the worke. As generation-work. 
hath never wanted powerful oppoſition,ſo ſome- 
tirnes opp»ſition tor a white hath been ſucceſsful 
againft che ſame. Whar powerfull oppoſttion thall 
be made againft the worke ot God in the laft 
times, viz. the ſcrting up Chriftas King in 
Sign, or his Churches you have foretvld,P al. 
2. where we have oppsſers of a higher, norte, 
Kings, Rulers : oppoſers of a lower ranke, beathen 
eople. Yer all, Prince and Beggar can joyn hand 
in hand to oppoſe Chriſts Kingdom. 

And how ſucceſſeful! that oppoſition made by 
the adverſarics of Fedah was ro the worke of 
the generation in the dayes of Ezra, whereby 
a fiop was pur to the worke for many yeares 
ropether is there recorded; And which is to 
be noted, the very eppoſition made by Judah's 
Enemies co the wore, was that which did cx- 
ceedingly diſcourage and weaken the hand« of 
chem that wrought therein. Ezra 4. 4. Then 
the people of the [.:1d weakned the bands of the 
pcr>ie of Fudab, and troubled them in the building. 

3- At Great on-s holding off ,and with-drawing 
i ir {6.7175 from the worke. Generation work hath 
feldore frind the tricnetnip of great ones; 
Haovs any of the Cliefe Ruiters or Fharijees belt2= 
wed #12 1171 2 

fa N-Derizl”s time, the onely men that 

ould not pu: their necks to the worke of 

that 
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that age were che N-ble-men. Ct hap. '3- 5. Their 
Nobles-put not their necke to the worke of their 
Lord. Now what a diſcouragement it is to the 


meaner ſort to tee the preat ones ſtand of, or 
with-draw , who Enows nor ? 

It is cbfervable, which I would nor here 
paſſe over,thar in tha: age in which the Fewes 
{hall be brought in, Gods firſt glorious af- 
pearing ſhall be amo ngita micdle fort of peo- 
ple. Zoch. 12. 7. The Lord ſhall ſave the tents of 
Judah firit-- 3 i. e, God (hall ftirft begin to dit- 
cover his giorious power, and make bare his 
arme of falvation, nor amongtt the pooreſt 
of all, who have no tents, no place of habira- 
ucn, bur are Vagramts ara beggars ; nor the 
richef?, who have their fumpiuons Pal:ces, 
and royal houſes ; bu: a middle ſort ofeo- 
ple, living in a plain, but an hononrable and 
comely way, ſuch as the way of living in 
Tents of old was; 2nd chereatun hereof is gi» 
ven, that the glory of the Houle of David, and the 
inhabitants of Jeruſale m , doe not magnifie them - 
{-tves againſt Judah, i. e, that men of Prince ly 
1:4 noble bloud, dwelling in Courcs, or 

2 ptuous Palaces. or dep:vding upon ſuch 

w \aces, may not ( as hath been the manner 
trom the beginning ) magnike chemle]ves " 
fainft others, becauſe in a canks or ranks be= 
low them. It this {hall be the way of Guds 
di ſpenſaiions toxards that oge, be not diſcourn» 

| H. 2 Led, 
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ged, in caſe we now who are tallen inco che 
ſame, ſee many great ozes withdrawing their 
hands from the worke. 

4. Ac the perfidious and treacherous dealing of 
ſome particular per ſons employd in the worke.. Ic is 
no new thing in generation worke as to meet 
with eppoſition abroad, ſo treachery neerec 
home. Davidin his worke had a treacherous 
ſonne Abſolom, a treacherous Counſellor A- 
ehitopbel. Nebemiab in the carrying on of his 
worke had a treacherous Shemaiahb , yea treache- 
70s Nobles aQting with him, as Chap.6.10.17. 
Chrift in his orke had a treacherous Fudas tor 
one of his followers. | 

And what a diſcouragement,treachery in ſome: 
is to others, that one inſtance of Abſoloms 

Ireacge'y is proof enough , which did ſo finke |, 
the Heart of David himfelfe, and the hearts 
of all his mighty men of valour, yea of the 
whole Country, thac they fled weeping with a 
loud voyce from Abſolom, 2 Sam. 15. 23. 30. 

5. At the meeting with diſappointments. Di{- 
appointments of expeQations prove ofc times 
diſcouragements, at befi diſquierments to tho(c 
that meet with them in-their worke. A diſap- 
porntment did ſo diſhearten bold ſpirited Jere- 
mze,that he cook upa haſty reſolution to quit 
his hands of Gods work , Chap. 20. 9, 8, 9- 
Yea Paul himfelfe (though a man fo warch- 
full, a&tive, ard having ſuch command me 

is 
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his Spiric, as none more ) was ſo diſquieted | 


by a diſappointment ( and one would thinke ic 
a ſmall one roo, only miſſing of Titws ) char 
he loft a very taire opportunity of doing 
Chriſt ſervice at Troas, 2 Cor, 2. 12, 13. 


6. At unkindneſſes received from thoſe whoſe . 


good and welfare we bave ever cloſely pur ſued in 
the worke. It isa remarkeable example, and 
pertinent to the thing in hand, that of Moſes, 
Exod. 17. who having ( as an inftrument un- 
der God ) brought Tfrael our of Xgypr, carri- 
ed them through the Red Seaz yea made it his 


buſinefle from firſt ro laſt above any thing of. 


his own to ſeek their good and welfare,mect- 
ing with ſo unkinde a return ( forall his ten- 
der care of them ) as that no ſooner did they 
want a little water, but preſencly they fall to 
chide with ; and upbraid him, as men ready 
coftone him, ver. 2,3, 4- Heis fo diſcouraged 
hereby, as chat this very diſcouragement puſt= 
eth him into that finne againſt the worke of 
his generation , for which and no orher he is 
thuc out of Canaan, as compare ver. 7. with 
Numb. 20. 12,12 

7. Ac mulliplyed ſentences of death put upon 
the work; This chough it will cake in ſome of 
the foregoing diſcouragements, which are but as 
ſo many ſentences of death put upon the work : 
Yer becauſe it may be exrended farther, [ 
ſhall here allow it a particular place by ic 
{elfe. | H 3 _ 


WET Mot a4). 4. 


{|| 102 A Word to this Gemeration, 


The more grace and mercy is wrapped up 
in any of Gods di{pen{ations rowards his peo- 
ple, the more and greater ſentences of death 
are uſually put upon that worke which thoſe 
diſpenſations call for , and by which this mercy 
is to be uſhered in, The diſpenſation of God 
towards Tfrael, in bringing them our of X- 
gypt, was a di/penjation tull of mercy, and no- 
thing more verified in the ſtory of ir then this 
that mulciply«d ſentences of death did attend 
the work. Before deliverance comes, they are 
in bard bondage ; when deliverance was neer, 
their bondage grows hipber, and their tale of 
bricks is coubled. No ſooner are thry come 
out of ZEgypr, but they are inſtantly ar deaths 
doore , being ſurrounded ( as it were ) wirh 
d& ſtrufion ; a Sea before them , Reckes impal- 
ſable of cither hide, an hoaſt of armed men be- 
hinde tacnn,couming purpoſely to deſtroy them, 
No founer 7s this danger over, but wanting 
bread, the whole Congregation is ready to fa- 
mſn wita hunger; and this no fooner paſt, 

* bur chey wan! water, and ae all ac the puint 
of periſhiag tor chit: and by that rime this 
was over, Amalek a warlike Nation engageth 
them ( who had never ſeen VWarre ) in the 0- 
pen wiidernefſe. God had great mercy, mer- 
cy upon mercy for Ifras], and here were 
gpreac ſer:tences of death, ſentence of death upo! 
ſentence of death avtending them, as they were 
In the way to it, Now 
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decd the very undoing of this people, was, 
that inſtead of belecving , when a ſentence of, 
death was over them , they were diſcouraged 
chereby , and iircight way began to murmure, 
which murmuring of theirs in the end, coſt 
chem deare, as the ſtory will tell us. | 
Bur the privcipall ching in my aime is this, 
which is worth our obſervation, viz. That it 
was a meer diſcouragement accaſioned by a ſentence 
of death put upon the worke of the generation, 
through the evill report brought heme by thoſe ſpies 
fent to view the land of Canaan, which was the fa- 
tall Kocke whereupon the whole Nation of ſix bun- 
dred ihouſand men, and upwards ( Calcb and Jo- 
ſhuab excepted ) did ſuffer ſbipwrack, as will ap- 
pear by comparing Numb. 13. 32. with Chap. 
14.1, 2. 28,29, 30. A letſon for thoſe to - 
taink of, who giving way to their diſcourage - 
ments, when a ſentence of death is upon Chriſts 
cauſe, dor flinch trom the worke of Chrift in 
thele dayes, F 
3. Take heed- of envy againſt ſuch whom God 
employs in the worke of the generation, Envy a= 
gainft infirumenrs employ<d by God in genes 
ration worke was a part of Tſraels ligne, tor 
which they fell in the. wildernefſe; as Pſa. 
106. 16. They envied Moſes in the Campe , wg 
Aaron the Saint of God, Meer envie again 
Chriſt drew tix Prieits and people ui Chriſty 
H 4 tis 
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time to rej3<& him, and fin againft the worke 
of the generation, Matth. 27. 18. Mark. 15. 
IO. . 

Envie of perſons employd in the worke hath 
oft times raiſed oppoſition to the worke ir 
{clfe of the generation : That worke), which.if 
done by ſome ſhould have found approbati- 
on, is therefore difpleafing, becauſe done by 
** others. As ſaid a Popiſh Cardir ail in Lu- 
© thers time : A reformation indeed i needfull, 
*© and to be wiſhed, but that Luther a raſcal! Frier 
© (bould be the man ſhould doe it , this is intellera- 
ble. | 
|  4- Take heed of procraſtinating that worke 
which. is the buſineſſe of - the preſent generation, 
under a pretence that the time of doing of it is not 
yet come, neither are things ripe for it, This 
was the f2a}t of thoſe in Haggais time ( for 
which thiy are ſharply reproved for it ) who 
Gid put cf the worke of the building of Gods 
houte, under pretence the tzme was not come, 
Hap. 1. 2. This people ſay the time is not 
comc, the time that che Lords houtc ſhould 

\Þe buil:. 

5. Take heed of limiting God to Ordinarier. 
My meaning 1s, in caſe ordinary means for the 
carrying on of the worke be wanting, and 

' cannot be had, rake heed you do nor do bind 
upCoJ totheſe, as thereup-n to deſert the 
worke. In (eneration worke God in: all ages 
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hath allowed himlclfe a latitude in working, 
not tying himſelfe to Ordinaries, Now when 
God walks in a way of extraordinaries, it is 
not onely lawtfall, but a duty i cafe ordinaries 
taile to believe tor extraordinaries. 

It was an; extraordinary thing to believe that 
the bare ftriking of a Rock ſhould ferch out 
water thence, 'enovgh to ſupply a million of 
pcople ready to die for thirſt: Yet becauſe Afo- 
ſjesand Aaron in an age wherein God walked 
in a way of extraordinaries, did not believe for 
this, their unbeliefe is ſeverely puniſhed, Num. 
20.10, 11, 12. 

2. Take heed of neglefing the nicke of oppor- 
tunity that God puts into thy bands to dee the work, 
of thy generation in. There is a day, anda nick 
of opportunity which God lets ſome perſons 
have co ſerve their generations in ; which if let 
ſlip, they are gone ( as ro Gods uling of them 
any more ;} and that paft recovery. 

Eftber had a nick of opportunity , which had 
ſice flipped, though deliverance ſhould bave 
ariſen to Gods people another way, yet (hee 
ard her Fathers houſe had been defixoycd. 
There was a nick of opportunity that Tſrac! had 
to enter Candan upon the return of the Spies, 
which had chey embraced the doore ſtood 
open for chem,bur they negleRing it (chough 
It were jn a balty fit, and a thing which prc- 
lent]y too they recanted, wiſhing they had 
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bever done it ) che doore is (hut, and aow it 
is coo late © repent it, for their carkicc 
malt fall in che wildernes. Take heed of low 
fing the nick of opportunity wherein thuu mailt 
at tur God, let afcerwards when perhaps at 
thou wouldft, God will not own thee 1n his 
Worke. 

7. Tzke heed of forecaſting events , but do thy 
worke. atid leave events 16 God. Jonas by fore- 
caſting events, that God was gracious, and 
would ticretore tpare Nineveb, and then he 
ſhould be eſteemed a falſe Propher, runs from 
che work of his generation, Jon. 4. 2. 

8. Take herd of ſetling thy fſelfe upon feen- 
ing Godly and righteous principles , when theſe 
clajb with the worke of the generation. Many mco 
louke no farther then this, in caſe they have 
a principl: which ſecmes juſt and pious, rhicy 
thinke tÞac will beare them out what ever 
they doc. But had not Caiaphas to, when he 
was Lord-Chiete Juſtice in countelling and 
contriving the molt notorious bloudy de- 
figne thatever ſaw lighc? What more righte- 
ous and jeemingly podly principle chen this, chat 
ene man ſhould dye te ſave the lives of a whole Ne- 
#ren ? yet this prizciple {o juſt, 10 pious ro an cye 
of reafon was the Foſter-father of thac molt 
curled nefarious at ( | mcane as a&cd by 
them Yof putting Cirift ca dearh. : 

Ag hereto add? an inftince or two more 

| ' borrowed 


Concerning # the Workof the Swing. 107 


borrowed ofa a worthy ſervant M- Owens Sermon 
« | of Chrift in theſe our dayes, Preached before 
. che Pariiamenc 
-» | becaule firly applicable co the ggy 1. 16551. 
it | *ibing ia band. What more being the Pub- 
& | © righteous promenge ;e then chis, lique Thankeſgi- 
is } © char ic be] 20Ngs TO che chiefe Ying for our War- 
*Ruler ofa N ation, to fee to Pfr deliverance. 
by B © theprofic and glory of that Nation? Yer 
e- | © Pharaoh (ctling himſclte upon this rigbteous 
d | Epranciple , onely evill as it did crofle the iy 
ie | © work of that generation, to the end his Realm = 
n | © might receive go decriment by letting Jſrael | 
*©poe, whoſe continuance in that bondage 
> | © was ſo much for their advantage, he and his 
fe | © perith in their prixciples , being led by theſe 
n | *coat againſt che worke of their generation, 
'e | © So what more prudent and juſt principle then 
y | *chis, chac ic is nor meer ro let a potent ene- 
c | © myinto the bowels of a Nation ? yer Sibon 
c | '* King of the Amerites upon chis principle op= 
d | ©poling Tſrael, at the rime in which God was 
- "leading them into Canaan, he and all his 
- «people. periſh by ic. Take : eed of doing all 
© | that thou conceics thou haſt a principle, will 
- | bearethce our In doIngs 
E 9. Take heed of lencing an Eare unto fuch 
t friendly re{pedifull offers , which carry in the bow- 
/ | els of them ( though puilded over with outward re« 
(pe and friendſhip ) a crafty d.figne againſt the 
worke of the generation, As generation m_ 
al 
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hath never wanted a party who have by open 
force oppoſed the ſame ; ſo likewiſe there hath 
moſtly been a party attending of ir who by 
ſecret fraud and pretences of friendſhip have 
ſought. co undermine ic , which latter have 
ofttimes proſpered jn their defignes (through 
the over-much credulirty of perſons employd 
in generation-worke ) when and where the firſt 
have failcd. 

, Was it not a very faire offer of Moab, (when 
otherwiſe they could nor have their wills 
upon Tjrael, then ) ro come and in a friendly 
way to caſ[l and invite rhe people to their 
houfee, ard to grant to them ( though ftran- 
gers and men of different Principles ) liberty to 
worſhip with them ? What a large ſbew of re- 
fp:@ and curteſie was here? And yec no other 
bur a meer crafty defigne to draw Iſrael to (in, , 
by which (when no other way they could doe 
ic ) they drew the wratb of God upon Tſrael, 
Numb. 25. 

So was it not a very faire Petition of Ads- 
jab, 1 Kings 2.16 , 17. to aske Abjſbag the 
Shunanmite co wifez a thing one would think 
no man could have blamed ; yet Solomon ſpits 
out a crafty d:figne laid in this ſmooth Petiti- 
on, which was co get the Kingdome,and con- 
ſequently to put by the great worke of chat 
generation, viz. the building of the Temp!2, which 
Sol.mor: was appointed unto. R 
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So likewiſe what a friendly motion and ſrem- 
h | ingly full of duriful rejpe& and obedience was 
y | chatof Shemajab co Nebemiab , Chap. 6. 10. 
7 | wherein no other thing is pretended bur the - '” 
ic || diſcovery of a dangerous plot in the harch- $ 
h | ing, and tender re(pe&t to rhe ſafeguard of j | 
4 || his perſon, and yet this no other bur a crafty q 
& | defipne, to draw N-bemiab to fin , and to bring - 
a flurre upon him, in mannaging the work of 
his generation, ver. 13. 

To fay no more, what could be in out- 
ward appearance a more friendly offer then 
that of Judebs adverſaries, Ezra 4. 2.co come 
and freely proffer their helpe, and to Jayne 
with Zudah in the carrying on that great 
worke of Templc-building , which was the 
worke of that age 2 yea and to do this at ſuch 
a time when the worke was deſpiſed, and had 
Jicn dead many yeares, the inſtruments em- 
ployd in ic few and weake, fo that laying all 
things tugether, one would judge that there 
could be nothing in their hearts more then 
good will to the morke, and delire the fame 
ſhould profper ; when as yer chere was no 
thing in all chis faire thew bat a crafty defigne 
lying at the botrome of i: co obſtruR this 

work of God; a8verſ. 4, 5,6. 

10. Take beed of making reaſon of State the 
rule of publique attings. Jerouboams reaſon of. 
State made Febu pertorme by halves the "—_ 
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7 of his generation ; deftroying the houſe and 
c of Baal, bur winking at the Calves in 

Den and Bethel. This rea ſor: of Stafe was that 
which led a grave wiſe Connſell into a moſt 
curſed practice , viz. the wring the Son of 
God to our John 11. 47. tothe54, There. [| 
fules of pure ratfon of State, are oitimes dan- |] 
gerous, moſt times contrary to the worke of Il! 
the generation. 
11. Take heed of ſetting »p bumane Lawe: fl! 
above the worke of the generation. My meaning | 
| 

| 

| 


is, in caſe theſe two come in-competicion 
rather to chooſe negle@ in rhe work of the ge- 
neration, then in any way tO be offenfive to 
hamane Lawes. 

If the commands of Ged himſel(e, and che 
ſpeciali as of his worſhip are to give place 
(as har b<cn before proved ) to the worhbe of 
the generation, chen iurely without any want 
of thar due refp:& that is and ought to be 
given to mins Law, it may be ſaid, and alfo 
without otieace that humane Lawes ere much 
more t© {toop and fall downe to it; che au- 
thority of God b<ing above that of man. 

In Efth-rs trme tacre was a Law in the Ring» 
dome ct Avajuerus , and the foundgtion of it 
was £0 other bur the priviledge and hone: ur 
of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, that whoſor ver 
man or woman ſhould come in unto tae King 
in te inner Ro, except ſuch to whom 
en 
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the King ſhould hold out the gokden Scop- wo | 
tr, hee ſhould be put to death , Chap. 4.-tt. 
Which Law in it ſejte was rot evill, avic was 
mecrly P -litick, reſp<&ing only the howour, . 
State, and priviledge of the King : Yer whets 

the Caufe and people of Ged lay at ſuch # -- 


plunge, that without intrenching upon this 
Law, Gods cauſe in that age maſt have fell to 


the ground ; Efther though ancalled by che 


King , yea more having no other command 
irom God ( as formerly hath been fhewen 
but onely the viſible Call of a diſpen|ation, pull 
eth upon the Pikes of the Law, andruns ce 
hazard of the perilt of death, and how won» 
derfully God did ſtand by her, and preferve 
her in fo doing, the iflue of this her dange- 
rous attempt recorded in th: Hiftory' may 
ſufficiently informe us. 

12. And Laſtly. Take heed. of communion 
with ſuch who are not real]-hearted to the cauſe of 
G1d, and the worke of the generation. When Iſ- 
r0e! went up out of Fgypta mix:d multitude 
of F'oyptians and others that were not Tfrae- 
lites went ap with them, Exod.a2 38. Whicir 
mixed multitude did afcer wa; ..s prove a ſnare 
to them, eveit}in the very wzrke of the genera=' 
ton, by drawing the Congreyation ro mur- 
mur againſt the Lord, Numb 11. 4. 4nd the mixt 


altitude that was amongſt them Fell a luſting , and-. 


the Children of Iſrael alſo wept avain, and ſaid,who 
all give us fleſh to eate ? & EWhac 
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I relate that which every one 
knowes, how godly 4a loft himfſelfe by his' 
league with Benbadad King of Syria,and good: 
Feboſbepbet by his compliance with Abab and 
Abazich, And although ic.be crue that the 
examples of che Kings of Fudab are nor in all 
things patternes for Scates and Kingdomes 
in Goſpel-dayes to walk by ; yet the reaſon. 

upan which the Seer reproves Aſa becauſe he 
relied apon the King of Aſſyria, and not on 
the Lord, falls as firongly upon profeſſing 
States under che Goſpel, as ir did- on him: 

who ſhall I hope be kept both from his fin, 
and fo from his reproofe 5; Which he ſhall 
continue to pray for, who isa friend to Si- 
ons proſperity, and alſo Englands welfare and 
imcereſt, which is and will be found foly de- 
pending on it. Toey (ball proſper that love thee, 
Pal. 122, 6. Amen. 
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| x £4 that & itn Whore fo thy tot to live 
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- men in the Generation. | ibjd. 
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things thom art in a capacity to do in thy ge- 
|  Neration, which the diſpenſations of God 
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withdrawne bimſelfe. | P. 75 
6. Obſerve what piece of Generation-worke 
that is, which putting ca(e thow wert to dye, 
would make moſt for thy comfort if done, and 
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3- Convert private cares Which onely concerne 
thine owne particular condition, into cares for 
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"2 D9 
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tereſt... 24 of p..30 
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1. Take beed of being offended, * 
1. At the new light of the generation, p.85 
2, At thoſe ftumbling blocks which are _ | 


Deemed 


THE —__ 


laid in the workof the generation. p. $7 
2 At ibe declared diſſents, the private di ſcon- 
tents or murmurings of a religious party a- 
 £4inſt the work of the generation. . . p. gr | 
4- At 1be after-miſcarriages and errors.of thoſe 
who bave been the onely adtve inſtruments 
and lights at firſt in the worke of the genera- 
tion. P. 92 
5-..4t the raſtly looks and untrodden F298 of 
ſome particular diſpenſations and a@ings at- 
_ tending the work of the generation. ...P. 93 
; Takes beed of being diſcouraged,.. «1; 
T1. At the littleneſs and teponeſs of begin 


4 wrÞb 


2. At the powerfullzeſs and ſucceſs , | 


Oppoſition againſt the, worke........: «i, 1p. 98 
.. At great ones boldng eff ond mithdrawing 
their bands from the work... +....1..:.- ibid. 


4- At the perfiduows at treacherous dealing of 
feve particular perſons errployed in the work. 
a7 00 
. Mt the meeting with di fappointments. "ibid. 
6. At unkindneſſes received from thoſe who? 
good and welfare we bave ever cloſely pur j#- 
ed in tbe worke. P. 101 
7. At multiplied ſentences o f death put upon the 
wor þ. 1019, 
. Take beed of envy againſt ſuch whom God cn- 
loyeth in the work. | P.102 
4+. Take heed of procroftinating that war k woico « 
the 


J 


"THE TABLE. 


the buſineſſe of the preſent generation, under a 
pretence that the time of doing itgis not yet'come, 
neither are things ripe Jor it. '*p.104. 
5+ Take beed of limiting God to ordinaries, ibid. 
6. Take beed of neglefing the nick, of opportunity 
that God puts into thy hands to do the work, of 


£ 


thy generation in. _ "105 

7. Take heed of fore-caſting events. Þ-106» 

8. Take beed of ſetling thy ſelfe upon ſeeming 
godly and righteous principles when theſe claſb 
with the worke of the generation, _ - ibid. 

9. Take beed of lending at/eare unto ſuch friendly 
re ſpeIfull offers, which carry im the Bowels of 
them'( though gilded over with outward reſpet# 
and friendſhip ) a crafty deſigne againſt the work 


of the generation. * ''* 'Þ. 107- 
10- Take beed of making reaſon of Statethe rule 
of publick, aFings. ua BR 
11. Takebeed of ſeifing up' bumane Lawes above 
the work af the generation. en |. 


12. And laſtly, Take heed of conjuntfion'with ſuch 
who are not reall-hearted to the cauſe of God, 
and the worke of the generation, © P-111 
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The PREY Part. 


V Vhereiais ſhewed, what) ] 


the Deſigns of God ibioad 3 in the 


W orld,may in all likelihood be, 
at this prefent day , and in che - 
dayes approaching. 


Being an Expoſition of the $- | 2 
Vi AL $, Rev.16. ao 


And other Apocalyprical Myſteries. 


By F. Tilingbaſt The meaneſt and unwors Þ L ' | 
 thieſtof Chrifts Labourers. | 


Reva Fear Godgand give glory jo bim,for 8be £ 
hour of bis judgement is come. + 

Chap.1213, T bereſore rejozee yt beavens, and F* | | 
® ze that dwell in them; We to the Inbabirers of the w 
Earth, andof the Sea, fer the Devil is come down Þ WW 
to you,bhaving great wrath, becauſe be knoweth thas *. 
® be bath but a ſbort time. M$ 7 

— Chap.11,18. And the Nation! were angry, Fey: off 
: tby wrath is come , and the time of the dead thet they + 

2 ſbould be judged, and that thew ſhouldeſt give reward 
: hwnto thy ſervants the Prophets and te-the Saints, 4 Occ - 
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= Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To all thofe who love, and patiently 
wait for the Appearing. and  _ 
 Kingdome of onr Lord | . 


Feſus Chrift, 
Grace and Peace be multiplied. . 


Doul celoveds in 0ur Lord, | 

JS.Y is reported of the Pri- 
= mitive Saints, that thef@ 
= words, the KINGDOME 6 | 
i or CHRIST , the KING- f 
DOME OF CHRIST, were ſo frequeys 0 
in their mouths, that their malicious 
Adverſaries (willing to' miſtake the SN 
limplicity of theit meanifg and inten» - 
tion) did maake' the words ahatter of 

$ A 3 : Fat, 


Cinnking. cannot hold 
bur muſt cry out, HOSANNA T0 
. THE SON OF DAVID, HOSANNA 

IN THE HIGHEST, may through 
the ſubti!ty of the OldSerpent have any 
ſuch ab»ſe put upon it , or no, I wave 
at preſent. But this I am ſure of, the 
firit ages had not the Kingdome of 
Chriſt ſo much in their mouths , but af- 
ter ages had it as {title; their hearts 
were not ſo warme to it, but the gene- 
rations ſince have beenas cold. And 
indeed it was zeceſſary it ſhould fo be; 
for the Beaſt. Antichriſt being ro riſe in 
the world, who after bis riſe muſt con- 
tinue; to reigne two and forty months , | 
Rev.13.5.itwas necdiul theretore,to ti 
end he might be revealed , that there 


ſhould 
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ſhould be(as the Apoſtle tels us 2 Theſ; 
2-3-) 6 falling away, which falling away 
above all things was zeceſſary , chat it 
ſhould bee in .the Traths of Chrifts 
Kingadome , no Truths being 1o_diame- 
trically oppoſite to Antichriſt as thele; 
others ſhake off his leaves, theſe pluck 
him up by the roots. If therefore the 
policy of the Dragon had not found. * 
out a way tO brand theſe Truths, and by 
making 'them odious, to hold them 
. downe, his Kingdome muſt have faler 
many ages fince , for'he- ſhould have 
' | had no Beaſt to refigne: his Power 
? Seat,and great Authority.to, It 
"| Hhimgreatly in hand therefore by ſome 
| | mecancs tocloud theſe, which by contt- 
" | nuing to ſhine, would have nippedAnti- 
; |  <hriſtin the budz and this the wiſdome 
| of God permitting, to accompliſh | 
| thereby inthe enda more glorious de-. 
ligne, weljinlſ@ he cfeciually did. -:\ 
Hence within the faurth Cenpuoy. (at 
| theendof whichthe Beaſt aroſe} the 
utbs of Chriſts Kingdom. (before ge- 
.  "_= nerally | 
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"erally received) be to > be concen 
_ ed, andto go under the odious nameof 


fas: not in the Reve- 
Latzons any mention made of —_ | 
Kingdome , nor any zeiſe of ſuch a | 
thing: in the world mn foadeeg _ | 
| Sf but the great cty © 
reve ms Earth is The Beaſt, tbe 
Beaft, wha is like uhto the Beaft 2 yeathe 
whole world wondreth after ihe Beaſt, 


Rev.r 3.334+ / 
But now in the latter daye as the 


Beaft begins to goe own, ſo do the pre- 
cious truths of "Chriſt Kingdome a- 
| end ro reUeue, and have 2 reſur- 


-" Hence we finde that as the worldby 


degrees gets rid of the Beaſt, 'fo is the 
er5 in it All lader and louder of Chris 


Krengdome, | 
amongſt the wlouy-in the 


Furſt, 
world, who wo ſooner havegot ſo muci1 
25 to ftard and face the Beatt, 
which before trod them down, 8c trac 
BY os 


os 3 | P 
i 54 
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led upon = cls” bur SR they # 
nds world ring , with the Þ 
zoife of Chriſts Keng \ Rev. 5 > 3, 
3,4 4nd 1 an tewihethabyuetes i þ 
V:Hory over the Beaft, and over Images 
and over his-mark,and over the number of 
his name | fland on the Seaof g laſſe having 
the harps of God. Ad they fing the Song 
of gr the ſervant of the Lord, and the 
Sour of the Lamb, ſaying,Great and mar- 
vellows are thy works, Lord God Almighty, 
juſt and true are thy wajes thou King of 
Saints, Whoſhall xot fear thee, O Lovd, 
and glorifie thy name , for- thes onely art 
boly > for all Natrons ſhall come and wor» 
ſhip before thee , for thy judgements are 
manifeſt, _ 
Secondly, After this the Beaff ha- 
ving received a more fatal blow , the cry 
of Chrifts Kingdome , that was ' before 


among ſome Saints onely, is now more 


general,” and runs among the multitudes, 
yea the great ones too ( of whom call 
this day we heare little) as Reve'ng.6: 
eAnd 1 heard as it were the. oice of # 
great 


nt re 
F Thirdly _ aſtly - yet _ this, 
upon the} ſoarding of ow ſeuexth Angel - 
(__ Chriſt comes to take his King- 
) it is then openly proclaemed with a 
'reat Voyee, Revn i. 15. The Kingdomes 
of this world are become the King domes of 
our Lortl, and of bis Chriſt, and be ſhall 
Fergne for, ever. And as an Echo to. this 
woice the hearts of Gods. faithful ones 
reply, verle.17. We give thee thanks, 0 
Lord God Almighty," which art, and wert, . 
and art, to. come » becauſe. thou baſt ta- | 
ken to thee this great pange and baſe 
nelgned. oe 
- Thus the poiſe and ce in the world to- 
wards the latter end of Antic iſts reign, 
is \ery. different $0. that. which was .in 
the ve of his reigne, thenthe cry was, 
The Beaſhy The Beaft ; 3..naw.the Ola cry is 
up againes. The: © tain of Cbrift T be 
: TER: Chu. 
Yet 
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| Yet notwithftanden the oof Chrifts 

Pon per ſhall at this day beſo load, 

not'the ears of all,. no not of the 

Saints themſelves be open to heave it z* but 

ſome of them ( as well as others) ſhalt 

: be fo deeply wedded tothe fweetneſle 'of 

Aniuchriftian worldly intereſts that to 
maintaine: theſe ) they ſhall rather 
choole to fit by the waters of Babylon, 1% 
then with the loſſc of them to fant "1H 
with the Lamb upon Mount S10n; elle | 
what zeed 'would there be of any ſuch 

Proclamation to be made, as we read, 

is immediately before Romes yuine, 

Rev.18.4. Con ome out of her my people, 

\} | that ye be nu partakers of her finnes , 

' - and that yeerecetue nnt of her plagues. 

And theſe who thus ſhall abe , are not 
' tobe reckoned among thoſe who in this 
great buſineſle followed xot” the Lamb at 
all , but among thoſe who followed the 
Lam: ſome part "of 'the way towards 
Mount Sion ,- but upon ſome twrne, Or 
in with ſome w:rldly pleafing 
a———_ by. the way » did quit his 


cCOM- __ 


” ne 


eGmpany , betore they came thirher. 

For this cauſe the bawared forty. and 
feare thouſand, which ſtand with the 
Lamb upon Mount Siov, Rev.14,1,2, 


db , that they | 
wet; nor in thu, that they followed the 
Lamb which others did zot; but the 
afference is made to he in theſe two 


had not defiled chemſehves with women, 
. 8,e, were not eſpouled to any worldly 


turall to the heartsof men, as the 4e- 


ſpoken of Chap.17. And this tobe 


going words doe give it , which by a 
parallel Phraſe ſetting forth the ſame 
thing, calls them the Redeemed from the 
Eanb, :.e. from earthly intereſts , as 
outward glory, honourgiches,&&c. + 

| 2 They 
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Bs 3,4. aredferenced fromothers, not in_ 


were Saints ,, and others: - 


we They were YV:rgin-Sarts , which 


intereſt , the deſire of which is as na- - 
fire of women; and particularly , they. 

. had never bad any thing to doe with 
the intereſt of that Vhorith woman, 


the meaning of the Phraſe the fore- 
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Dedzcatory. 


'2 They were ſuch who folow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes, Verſe 4. If 
a _ will ry ſirange untrod= 

n paths', making his high-way over 
the rocks of the Kings, and Princes of 
this world, they will follow him there, 
If in unpleafing paths, turning about 
in « manner upon' them, themſelves, 
and treading underfoot their. beloved 
intereſts, deare and neare relations, ta- 
king from them their outward glory 
and ornaments , yet they will make a 
turne with him, and follow him there; 
for they are ſuch as 'will follow the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes. Now 


although there may be many beſides 


theſe at this day, who may come un- 


der the more general Charager of 


Saint-ſhip,”' and followers of the 
Lambe, z.e, for ſome time , yer ſhall 
they be found ſhort of theſe parti- 
cular CharaQers, z:z.of being Yirgin- 
Saents, an-eſppuſed to worldly intereſts, 
arid followers of the Lambe not onely here, 
and there, but whutberſoever be goes. 
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The Epiſtle _ 
Hence we have it ſpecially noted of 
theſe, that they ſing 45-1; bu 4 new 
Song, before the Throne » which no man 
could learne , but onely the One handred 
forty foure thouſand which were redeemed 
from the earth. Nerle 3, Why doth«he 
Holy Ghoſt ſay , As it were a new Song, 
- and-not rather a zew Song 2 The rea- 
fon I gake to be this, becauſe the Soxg 
for the matter of it in general; is the 
old Song i.e. the ſame Song ſtill, that all 
the Children of Sion ſung. together 
upon their firſt comming / out of Ba- 
bylon. But now the Lambe their Lea- ' 
der, having upon his march rowards 
Mount Sion , taken ſome ſtrange, 
rough, untrodden _, unexpeaeed paths, 
which they upon their comming. out, - 
did not ſo much as dream of , many:of 
thoſe who upon his firſt march ſet 
forth with him, ,with as loud a cry as 
the reſt, begin now fome to draw 
backwards againe to Babylon, ſome 
" tolag behinde their Colours; and now. 
they can [ing with the reſt: no langer , 4. ee 


they . 
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ances and workings, praiſe hing > 
_ mfie his name for them; ethos 
all this, even at this time when many 
fall off offended , the One bundred forty . 
foure thouſand redeemed from the Earth, 
they march on, with the Lambe, ing» 
ing fi, owning, apptoving his works, 
reſolving to keep him company whi- 
therſoever he goes. Now: in, this re- 
ipe& the Holy Ghoſt doth: not cerme - 
It a zew Song , but as It were @ new Song, . 
beeanſe it, puzzles moſt - of the old 
Singers, {ceming altogether new , and - 
' another tothem, though yet indeed 
it 15 the ſame , the. change being more 
in them then in. the. Sozg, and the 
ne bundred forty faure thouſand can fing 


mu o . | | 

- Hence likewiſe rhis One hundred 
ſorty foure thouſand axe 1poken of as be- 
ingaſde# and picked party, called there- 
fore, Verle 4. The redeemed from among 
men, bemg the firſt frults unto God, and - 
ta the Bambe 1.6. they.are (if ay ſo 


” 


 * 


fay) forthe chotſenefſe of their ſpirirs - 
gbove others in adhering to the Lambe 
their Leader, the very cream of men, 
fuch as the Lambe accounts his firſt 
fruits, z. e. makes more ſtore of then 
| rs, who yet may bee of his 
orne; and a part 'of his Harveſt 


2 


- And as that _ 007, _— 
pertinent, we may oblerve, that as 
commirrg 'our of Egypt » was in Old 
Teſtament times one eminent type of 
the Saints deliverance from Spiritual 
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worthy to be noted, 25 touching. bo 
theſe Types , that that Geaeratzon 
> -which by tiring ſet the worke frft - 
_ - — o@ foot, did- afterwards prove the 
'- greateſt ( ] may ſay the oncly) =_ 
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Deatcatory. 


f HY 


ders of it. For as touching the firſt, - 


W HO «bazkered after the Fleſh pors 


of Egypt but that Gezeratpn., W HO. 


though come out, yet had been 
brought up ' there - W HO moved 
the returning backe againe >: but" that 
Generation that came thence: WHO 
made light of the great thrngs God 
did in the Wilderneſſe > but - that 
very Generation , who from the « firſt 
had ſeexe bis mighty Wonders in E- 
f, 
as touching the Secoxd, W HO 


are they that cry out, The time 


aot come, the time that the Lords houſe 
ſhould be bailt 2 Hag. 1.2. But that 
very Generatiow Who came -out of 
Babylon with great hearts at firſt to 
doe the workez but were  after- 


wards engaged in particular con». 


cernments, and private intereſts, #uild- 

ing ſeiled houſes for themſelves, Verle 4. 

| hereby letting the work of thetr Ge- 

neration lye waſte. 

And truly itis that which I have 
| b 


verily - 
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IT 


= "The Epiſik 
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verily thought with my ſelte, and 
that ſome rime,. namely, That zt would 
| befall minihis Age, comming out of An- 
"  tichriftian Babylon, even as it diditbem 
comming out of Egypt and Babylon of 
Old, i.e. we (ſhould fee thoſe wery perſons 
who leading us out of Babylon at firſt, 
didcry, Chrifts Kingdome, (brifis King- 
dome , cither by hankering after the 
Egyptian Fleſh-pots of honour, pro- 
fit, &c. (which once having taſted 
they cannot lole the rellyhof) wholly 70 
gait ther fulk principles and efjetens, 
6 and fo ſet their faces backe againe to 
_ returne into Egypt ; orit not ſo, yet 
at leaſtwiſe ( as the commers out of 
3 Babyleadid , who were ſomewhat the 
Ef . better of the two) finding difficulty 
| } in going On, make a fkazd on the way, 
there bauildzng ſeiled bouſes for them- 
&. | ſetves, 7, e. advancing their owne par- 
WF ticular intereſts inſtead of helping 
 J forward the worke of Chriſts King- 
=_— - come. J | 
FF  Whatſhalllany jurcherealarge up- 
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Deavratery, 
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.,on this uncouth Theam, harp any 
longer on this unpleaſiag Rring 2 It 
was without doubt an ill owez tO Bur- 
aches ' when he choſe. cararke to goe 
with tim to the worke, who hail be- 
fare deſerted x, that br ſhould doe bat 
line in it, And indeed the Event pro- 
vedit z for as dy that aR he bf abe 
_ hearts of the Ehnurth, who recommended 
Paul and S445 to the graceof God, but 
take no notice of Baraabas and. Hanks, 
Soalto is it obfervable , that fromebes 
very lay, be who was fo atbrve before , wt 
heawre zo move of bem. True he had this 
to plead, Marke was 4 good man, but 
Pax whoie cyes were more open , faw, 
that zocritbfianding bis yet 
having exce at 4 prmch delerted Chridts 
cauſe, he was not a man likely after- 
watds to thrive with, in carrying it ans 
and Therefore wiſe, wary Paul, if there 
be no other way to clear his hands of 
him , for the workes ſake, rather then 
he will cunne the hazard , he will bid 
farewell even to his old beloved 
: b a ' preachs 
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preaching, ſuffering companion) Bay- 
nabas himfelfe, 
And now as fer you ( dearly Be- 


loved) to whoml dedicate theſe Linesz” 


I onely ſay, The Book it ſelte is yours, 


and whatloever of the minde of Chritt / 


is diſcovered in it is yours. I ſhal there- + 


%". 0 — 
\” \ 
Jy 


fore cloſe up this my Epiſtle with the 
words of the Holy Ghoſt : /ſa.2.12,13. 
&CC:For the day of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall be 
wpon every.one that us proud and lofty, and 
upon every one that us lifted up , and be 
ſhall be brought low, eAnd upon all the 
Cedars of Lebanow, that ave high and 


' biftedup, and upon all the Oaks of Baſhan. 


4nd upos all the high Mountaines, and 
pox: all the bils that are hfted up. CAnd 
upon every high Tower , and upon every 
fenced Wall, And upon all the ſhips of 
Tarſhiſh, and apor all pleaſaut Pires, 
And the lofiineſſe of man ſhall be towed 


downe, and the haughtine(ſe of men ſhall te 


. Ynade lowgand the Lord alone ſhall be exalted 
ia this day. And the Idols he ſhall utterly 


abolſh.EZ&. 17. 24+ Then all the Trees of 
ae” * 
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the field ſhall know that it ts the Lord that. 
bath brought downe the high Tree 5 and 
bath exalted the low Tree , bath aried ap 
the green Tree , and made the ary Tree to 
 floariſh.Ifa.9. 3. The zeale of the Lord of 
Hoſis will perform thus. 


So beleeves he, 
who 1s, 


eA poor unprofitable 


Servant in be + 
Maſters Work, 
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'T was notin my thoughts when 
F \ i 'o N I = you my former Peece, 
ID A * % wars woved to = = 
£2 Can enNcoangy erent of ſome, 
DO wb het ventared far in the 
worke of their Generation, and partly for the 
provecation of others, that 7 ſhonld bave ap- 
peared againe wpon the publicke Stage , whence 
ſew that climbe up , come downe any better then 
laſerc, if not from men, yet through that cor- 
Tuption that lodgeth is their owne bearts > But 
being by more then one or twe, upon the coming 
forth thereof, deſired to ſpeake my thoughts 
more clearly and particularly as teuching the 
Defigne , or Defignes of God in the Age 
webvein : And te that end, ſome propoſing 
this Prophcftz off the Yials , 4 a ſubje# moſt 
_ : -  -- 
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To the Reader. 


{utable for ſuch « diſcovery , which opened , they 
conceived would further unfold the Worke of 
this Generation; and being added as au 

pendix to the other, might be of aſe: 4(- 
tbougb cenftdering bow great. the. Tacke Was, + 
bow myſtical that Prophefie in perticular , 
upon which tbe thoxghts of good men were ſo 
various , and bow nnsbilfſull 1 wy ſelfe was in 
the general knowledge of the Propbets, which 
was « thing mo? neceſſary te ſuch an underte- 
king , I did for a while lay «fide wholly the 
thoughts of ſaizsfying their defires 3 yet find- 


ing defires renewed, after T bad given them 


over, 1 knew not but that it might be ſome call - 


ante me , ſeeingmotbing but my owne diſcourage= 
ments tying in the way to binder : Whereupont 
1 reſolved to make « trial, and as the Ld 
fhowld come in with light, ſo to proceed, - or 
give over; being encouraged bereunto from 
that of Daniel, Cbap,12.4, That the Book 
was to be ſealed up bur to the time of the 
end, when-by the running to and fro 
of many (which implies « kinde of dut)) 
knowledge ſhoyld be + increafed; aud 
alſo conſidering that a- ſpecial blefing ( ſurely 
to quicken oar dull hearts to this Worke) is 
ennexed to the Broke of tzz: Revelations, 
both at the beginning «end ending , whereas 
ne Books beſedet it tn Scripture bath the /ike , 
Cbop.1-3« Bleſſed is he that readeth, and 
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The Epiſile 


phefie, and keep thoſe things which are 
written therein}, Chap. 22.7. Blefied is he 
thac keeperh the ſayings ot the Propheſie 
of this Booke. Theſe things were at firſt 
ſome. encouragement ts me, and are ſtil vc 
freſpment to my ſpirit as towebing what I have 
done ; for though 1 will not ſay, 1 bape in. alf 
things found the truth, (which yet I perſwade my 
ſelfe s through grace in ſome things bere done) 
yet doe / judge a liberty left for me, ai well 
as others, to croud into the number of that 
wmanty, who runne to and fro ts finde it ; 
and alſo doe beleeve it ta ihing may be done 
without prejudice to a mans grace , comfort, or 
communion With God , yea, as a belp to all theſe, 
ſeeing that a ſpeciall bleſſing from Heaven 
is pronounced 10 ſuch 'as read, heare, and keep 
riſe things, 

And as 10 the Treatiſe it {elfe, I may give this 
account of it, That When 1 began , my thoughts 
were rot upcz a ſecond Part, bat onely to bave 
edded this, as abriefe Appendix to my firſk, But 
after F bad taken @ - ſerious view of tbe Pro» 
pLecs axd the Revelations, comparing one 
with tbe other, I [aw ſo many precious ears of 
Corue the [cattered every where , that an eager 
d:fire of gleaning, made me forget my firſt re- 
ſolutions , and tha little Peece ( which bad in 
my thoughts, laid out but for 880 or three ſheets 

#4 ; -- 
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|, bwndred ſuch as my ſelfe , yet have 1 nut durſt 
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To the Reader. 


at moſt) upon the ſudden to ſwell into a ſecond 
Part, more large then the former. And truly in 
doing of it, T bave been ſo far from moulding 
things according to any pre=conceived opinion 
(which7 finde a thing moſt apt to deceive ) as that 
C ſetting afide ſome general perſwafions, which I 
bad before as rnching Chriſts coming ) 7 have. 
upon: deliberate conſideration ſeen real cauſe to | 
ſorſake ſore things formerly taken up by me; 
and to alter thoſe generall conceptions, which 
before I had of the Vials, almoſt in every 
thing. 

And notwithſtanding 1 bad ſome thoughts at 
firſt poſitively to lay downe my owne oprnion in 
things referring to the Vials , witheat men= 
tioning 'tbe opinion of others , yet did I after- 
wards judge it convenient for the ſatisfatiion of 
ſuch who delight to turne over Exvoſitors, not only 
10 lay downe my owne, but alſo briefly to inſert 
tboſe reaſons, which pondered in my thoughts, made 
me ſee aneceſsity to forſcke the old beatenipatbs, 
and ſecke anew; Wherein I can ſpeake it truly, 
T have not defired to be ſingular (thingh oft ne- 
ceſtitcted ſo to- be) nor forſaken any man, fo 
far as by right reaſon T have heen able in my moſt 
ſericus thoughts , to bring bis epinion and the 
Truth together 5 and where 1 could net, though 
1 bighly reverence the men, as ineftimaslz of 
move worth for grace and abilities both, then a 


to 
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30 follow them , becauſe 1 have akeyit up as my 
reſolution in tbi day, (which through the grace 
of God ſrifting , I fball bold unto) bony ok 
any man or men lrving , thougb 1 bonour their 


bolizeſſe, and love tbeir parts, any farther then 


I can ſee the truth, and them to follow that , nor 
for ary reſpect whatſoever to forſake any man, 
ſo far as be appears to me to goe with thet ; and 


_ in this reſolution (as totbe preſent worke) 7 am 


confirmed , by conſidering that the knowledge of 


| thoſe Propheſies which relate to the lt times, 


is 16 be attained, net ſo wuch by ſettling upon 
old received Principler, as by running to 
and fro to ſeek new Light , and further Difſ- 
covered. 

If any enquire of me as touching ths rea- 
fons, wby 1 have forborne to mention tbe names of 
ſuch Authors, as T have bad occaſion in this diſe 
conrfe to deale with ; my anſwer is, becauſe 1 
would not afpeare as an oppoſer of men, though for 
tbe love of truth 1 am an oppoſer of falſe Princi- 
ples, which may be in the beſt man; and alſo be- 
cauſe I would not gjve juſt cauſe, by bringing the 
names of good mex upon the ſtage, to any who yet 
are living, or tht friends, or lovers of ſuch as are 
deceaſed to be offended. I migbt adde anather reg- 
fen ( with wiſhes it were otherwiſe ) becauſe many 


| Profeſſors In our dayes are grow? fo wanton, that 
- the very naming a good man, and ſhewing bim to 
be ina miſt ake,is enough to make bis nave of little = 


eſteeme, 
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efteemee, if not odious with ſame of them. nd 
ref ehbaugh I bave ſuppreſſed names, beve 7 al- 
weyes laid the weight of their reaſons in the dat 
lence ; not wilfagly concealing, mr extenuating 
by my laying it doame, the ſtr engtb of any one Aro 
gument, that whilf I was compoſing rhss dif- 
courſe F. could meet with making again} me; 
which for any ta doe, I have atwayes Judged a 
maniſef} figne of” one , who rather ſeekes to 
make others thinke bim a YiQar, then wo finde the 
truth. 


Having given thee ({ {briftias Reader ) this 
brieſe account af the riſe of th!s emerprile, and my 
progrefſ mit, 1 have only two or three things to 


Firſf, in caſe then art one who art a young be» * 
gramer, whoſe face js but newly fet towards rruth, 
to {eb it, let me commend to thee this one rule 
azrng ff many ( which thoſe whe Waite for the 
Spirit Sell Hearne ) it Being ther which 1he Au. 
thor ( being ſuch a one & thy (elſe ) finding bim- 
felfe wearied, and quite thed out in ſeching after 
truth, whilf be hath addiiFed bimiſeſfe ts follow 
mow the opinion of this man, mw of that 5 being 
able aff this white to (errte upon nAbing, vath ig 
the end been forced (as in other things, fo in this ) 
#0 dave recourſe unto ; which ic, to take ſhe ng 
bed Scripture and read it over, and by fome di 


IE marke made in the Bible, to {ever 
Ibo; e Scripenres, pro s, which-mn the Prophets and ſe 
where 


i 1 


- 


- The Epiſtle 
where treat of the laſt times, from other Scrip= 
tures whoſe ſubjeds are different ; which done, 
tbou ſbaltthenbe able,6y the belp of thy mark to turn 


1 

1 

| thy Bible over, andin a few boures to cenſider 
»B | all that from one endof the Scripture to another, 


— —— 


CY 


bath ſpeciall relation to the laſt times ( or by make- 
ing a different marke t0 any ſubjelt into which 
thou defireſt light ) whence baving firſt by com- 
 Paring the whole together founded thy ſelfe upon 
ſuch Principles as. are contradiftory to no part, 
tbox ſbalt then be able to paſſe a right judgement | 
upon the different minds and ſayings of Writers, 
knowing When and where to chuſe and refuſe, as 
they agree with, or differ from the ſubſtance of 
t hat truth which in Scripture bath ſpecial relation 
either to ſuch. a Time, or ſuch a Subjeft, and 
as where this is carefully and underſtandingly 
done, there will be little need of the multitude of 
Autbors ; ſo wbere it ts omitted, there will be lit- 
tle elſe ſave confuſion to bim that ſhall turne them 
over. Arndihis let me ſay further in doing of it, 
the maiſt promiſe thy [eife ( through the belpe of 
the good Sperit ) more full ſatisfaGion then I will 
promiſe thee, from what 7 bave written,or from any 
Back extant that ever 1 met with beſides the Bi= 
ble, and willingly I would bave been here at the 
paines to have peinted out to tbee thoſe Scriptures 
whoje ſub je@ is tbe laſt times, but that T judge that 
te read over thy Bible diligently thy ſelfegand mark. 
them out, wil doe thee much more good. | 
; | | | Secout- 


z 
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To the Reader. 
Secondly, In caſe thou art one- Whoſe delight 
nd ſ'udy runs this way, to pry into the myſteries of. 
the laſt times, if he might teach, who indeed hath 
more need to learne, I would ſay, make frops ſome- 
times,and look rownd about thee, leſt Whilſt thoxs art 
þ | r9ming on, ſuppoſing thou {eeft thy way before thee, 

 bou doſt unawares out run 1hy Leader ; which if 


a ;hou doſt, thou wilt ſtraightway be woodded, and 
; | #ildered, and goe to Work with thy reaſon only, 
it | { whicd w:Unever make good work) to bew the 
29 thou (bouldft gee in ; and furtber, never feare . 
t0 make a turne ont of the common road ( thougb 
: ſtanders by cry, you are out of the way ) if ſo bee 
thou perceiveſt wrath to have taken that path bee 
| fore thee, A 
y T birdly, If thou art one who art offentled at the 
f v8/ible diſpenſations of this age, and upon th at ac- 
ws coient no friend to ſtudies of thas nature , T1 only ſay, 
: perhaps thy readineſſe to be offended at what is A 
doney and doing at this day in the world, ariſetb | 
f bence from a not obſerving the ſignes of the 
7 times, (t#dy therefore theſe things alittle ; and 
; migre, take a wiſe mans counſell, AR. 5.36, re» 
" | Ffraine from cenſuring and oppoſing, for if the 
. worke now deing in the world 5 of men, it wil 
iſſuredly come to nought 3 but if of God, . happily... 
, | - whilſt zee oppoſe, yee ſhall be found to fight 4- 
F Zainft God, : ; | 
*1 Forrthly and laſtly, whatſoever thou art, receive 


not what is wriiten witoeut triafl, nor throw it a- 
way 


, 
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mg ( zyons boſs trial ) with «7 uſb ; the ons i 
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be to thy Ligbt, for be that's Teſolved to open bu 
eyes but balfe way, muſtexpett tn ſee men like trees. 
And as things ere not written with © ſpirit of an> 
fallabiltty, ſo as thet elf muſt be received ; fo nei- 
ther ( I bope ) is any thing put in with ſo mach 
1g caſt ont _ Tuſb; but 
TatSer {ay Scriptures toperber, wergy things wed), 
«xd then judpe 3. woke. Bereans dad, aud are 
called noble for ſo doing ; whereas theſe whe take 
things upon meev truft, and thoſe who throw them 
<Way- P5ibout 633 trial, are neither of them 
noble. | | 
- Onlyin caſe of trial,doe wot for ane fongle Scrip- 
* ture, which may ſceme t9 thee to contraditt 
pars, rejeci the Whole; bat ratber lay Scripture 
Zo Scripturetif] the whode of Scriptures is drought 
ro ſore harmony, by which time poſ2ibly thou maiſb 
ſee reaſon to be of my mind; if not, better bar- 
mony being found, 7 ſhal ( T ſo bope at leaſt } with 
thankes for light, willingly relinquiſh my owne, 
and come to thine, 
Axd further, in caſe ſome things upon q#li= 
ent ſearch doe evidemly appeare io be mi- 
Tok, doe net therefore becanſe of ſome weeds 
throw away all the corne ; he that will cate 
#0 corne but what grew up without weeds ſt 
cate none as all ; be that thinkes to have _=_ 
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. from ſuch imperfeft creatures as we are,with- 


ont error, 'erres himsſelf whilſt be ſo thinks. 
.And laſt ty, In caſe thou ſeeing reaſon for ig. 


#otions, which wil belittle benefit to thee, or 
confort to me, that I bave labowred only to fill 
mens heads; but now and then ſuck wor 
them in thy Meditations, perhaps thou maiſt 
finde ſome ſmeetnefſe in them, they have not 
been all dry bones to the Author in compoſing ; 


who therefore in bis compoſure hath ſtudicd 


plaineneſſe, and brevity { ſo farre ac will howd 
with weake capacities ) that things might hee 
fitted the mare ( without being tireſome or te» 
diows ) for thy meditations. Let none wonder 


1 have written out fo many Scriptares at Ce + 


large, they were o we iy writing, [. 
thonghs they might be ſo to thee in reading, 
and it bath been ſometimes 4 queition with 
me, whether a defett in this, and a bare quo+ 
ration of Chapter and Verſe, hath not made 
the writings of ſome more dry to the Reader, 
then otherwiſe they would have beon, 

I have mo more ( Chriſtian Reader ) ſaveto 
begge thy prayer: for me, in deing which, let 
me obtaine thus much ; that in caſe the Lord 
wake an) thing either in this, or my. former 
part uſefull to thee, and affetting to thy heart, 
that in the midſt of thy iojes thou wouldſ# not 
forget ts ſend a groane or two to Heaven in the 


doſt receive things, receive them wat as bare . 


behalfe 2 


ig 
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The Epiſtle, Fc. 


bebalfe of the poore uwworthy Author (who 
would not, bad be not mmch need thereof, lo 


lickly makg this requeſt, and having need, | 


is glad be can doe it ) that tbe Lord Would 
make, and keep bim very bumble, that the 
improvement of a talent of gifts, may not at all 
be prejudicial unto grace ; withall, that he 
way not at laſt having preſſed others to the 
work of their Generation, be himſelfe found 
' egligent, and 4s an 1% i pay inſtrument 
$e laid by therein, which he can never lake 
down into his owne heart, but he ſeeth reall . 
cauſe to feare, from which yet he hopeth 
{ For? helping togerher with prayers for 
im) he ſha! be kept, who is 


Oae that eſtzemes it a moſt glorious 
priviledge to be of the number of 
thoſe who follow the Lambe 
whitherſoever he goes. 
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EX POSITION 


Of the Prophecies of the To 


W | Soon 


From the 11, I2, and 14 Chapters of 
the Revelations. 
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TO HIS 


HIGHNESSE;, 
Lord Proteqor 


The Common-wealth of England, 


Scotland, and Ireland. 


MY LORD; 


PA | 15 an Apocryphal ſaying,but 
= yeta true one, Truth 3s great- 
(\L ef of all - thoſe who have 0+- 
ben in Subjetion unto them , are 
themſelves to become Subjet to it. 
Weyield up our outward manto men 
and they can command no more, but 
truth commands our inward. 

This glorioxs trath dwels not in the 
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wiſcdome of the wiſe, nor in the godline fs 
of the godly, nor 1n any creature compulſs- 
ons, thoeverlo torcible, which have 
no Tule but their owne ;- but in rhe 
bleſſed word alone,where truth hath pit- 
ched its Tabernacle, and the way to 
be acquainted with 1t, 15 through the 
help of the Spirit of truth, unſealing 
the Bopk.opening our underſtandings 
tg underſtand the Scriptures. | 
The krowleage of this truth the great 
Revealer of tecrets hath thought good 
to impart to h1s people, not al/ at ence, 
but by deerces + and fo the ſeverall ages 
of the Church have had their ſeverall 
manitefrations of truth 3 a peece of 
truth coming forth in one age, a peece 


more in the ape following, a peece 


more. in the age following that :, God 
thus by degrees enlightning his PEO- 
ple, as they are able to bearitz who, 
ſhould the Sun riſe upon them all at 
once, would be dazled, not enlight- 
ned, 

As the workings of then yTery of ini- 
7#ity on the one hand, or yoas diſpen- 
ſations 


ds þ © ER 
Eats C vol 


Dedlica fory... | 


| ſations of providence on the other, have 
riſen higher. in. any age, ſo have alſa 
Gods diſpenſations of truth, tothe end 
his in everyage might from principles 
of truth beled up to renounce theone, 
and owne.and;embrace the other. 

Hence, thoſe things which later a- 
Yes look | upon. as low and poer thi 
not worth contending for, were? 
things in former ages, becauſthe —_ es 
of that age: and contrariwiſe., thoſe 
things which. former ages could not 
have. born with bad they been reveal- 
ed,may be the neceſſary diſcoveries of 
ages lince, becauſe the truths of theſe 
?77RCS, 

Hence likewiſe iris a —_—_ with, 
ho!ding the truth in unrighteonſneſſe, and 
a declaration to the world of acom-. 
pliance with Antichriſt, to confine,ct- 
ther by penal Lawes, threats, Or Pra+ 
ctices, the people of God i in this age, tO 
the truth or truths of the forzzer age. 
Yea thoſe that love the truth ought - 
not to. ſutter themſelves tor love or 
fear of men in this caſeto be confined. 
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Had the people of God in the age be- | 
fore us contented themſelves to have | 
preached the precious truths of Chriſt s 
Prieſtly Office, and out of obedience to |} 
the Wills and Commands of the then | 
ruling powers ſurceaſed any farther | 
enquiry, how had the bleſſed truths of | 

_ Chibaſt as Kine i» hi Churches, been dil- | 
covered? If Chriſt hath yet farther and 
bigher triths to make known, and the 
diſpenſers of truth ſhall ſuffer bonds 
to beJaid upon them, how ſhall /he wil/ 
of God at this day in the revelation of 
truth be performed? 

The wiſedome of a Chriſtian man 
who would ſerve God in his Genera- 
tion is ro enquire into the particu | 
truth of the age he livesin; for it is a | 
thing much more acceptable to a 
Friend, when he hath ſome great de- 
fgne in hand to ſerve him in that,then 
to ſerve himin another thing ; bur he 
that neither knowes his friends mind. 
nor his defigne, cannot {ſerve him in it. 

The treth of the agealtho the matter 
of it 1s to be looked for i the word, and 

no 
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no new thing contrary thereunto to be 
admitted, ( the word without any ad- 
ditions being complete in all know- 
ledge, able ro make the man of God 
pertect, throughtly furniſhed unto all 
good works; and if there appear tous 
to be a defect in this thing or that,the 
defe@ is in our underſtandings, not in 
the wordg) yet in regard the word 
hath no where told us that the revela- 
tion of this truth, belongs to this age, 


: the revelation of that, to that : weare 


therefore by ſome other Rules to make 
up a judgment, which amongſt the 
manifold truths of the word, 1s the 
truth of the age welivein. Now among 
many I could name, thoſe which I 
judge the {afe(t are 

1 eAn objervation of the time, and a 
comparing therewith the Prophecies 
relating to that time. 

2 The aiſpexſations of the age, Gods 
truth and his' workings going toge- 
ther. 

3 The general oppoſition that is made 
by men of the world, —_— Profeſſors, 

yea 


7 pile 
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yea. Saints themſelves, ( ſo far as they 
have eſpouſed a fi nfull ,or worldly 1n- 
tereſt ) agaiyſtthisor that truth: 'for 
1t is athing of untv erſall obſervatioo. 
that the mo{toppoled truth in any age 
hath ever been the rruth of that age. 
Neglect of Jooking into this truth 
of the Generation 15 that fatal Rock up+ 
on w!:1ch many worthy inſtruments 1n 
all ages have plir themſelves; 'and 
{hou}d fearch be made atter jnſ(tances 
ef this kinde, the names of not a few 


might be procuced, who did run well 


at firſt, and were lighrs and helps to 0- 
thers ; yet 3itcr all have concluded 
likethe bright Sun ſetting in a Cloud. 
___Thatthegrear truth of Chriſts King - 
co: over the world judging the Beaſt, &C. 
15 the truth of this Genetation, 15 iv 
manifeſtly cleare, (the former Rules: 
with others of a like nature being ſeri 4s 
eutly confidered \ as thatit would bz 
but an adding en ro'the Sun, here to 
21Ve demonſtration of it. 
Ji being {o ; 1 ſhal) rake the boldnes 
( craving ave a while not toknow 
T's Your 
_. 
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your power or greatnefle, nor any prj- 
vate or pertonall engagements, ({ wh 
vet I remember with thankfulne-) ha» 
ving begged it of the Lord, and it is 
111 my requeſt, that acither feare nor 
favour, might make me untaihtull in 
the diſpent; ation of truth according to 
my Talent) to be plaine with your 
Highnelle, not in my owne behalf,nor 
in the bchalfe of any party ar thts day 
in £7:/ir1 whom to oratifie in a caſe 
of this nature,. is a thing my ſoutede-' 
fires to abhor. for hetha1 vl: alethmen, 
cannot be the ſervant of Chriſt; but in 
the behalte of that cauſe, which my 
heart 1s inwardly perſivad <d is Jetus 
Chriſts,to whom I could not be taith- 
full, (hould I now be lene: th aving this 
hope. that that heart whirs once had in 
it ſuch a flazr2 0 } love to ao cauſe of Chriſt, 
and w3: fowealous of the worke of God '2 
the world, an1 1gainſt the Feaſt, 4 that 
thereby many were provoked , cans but 
yet have ſome \þ rkes of this holy fire alt 
init ; and that there is yet IN High- 


nefſe an eare to heare what the Holy Spir#i 
faith 


—» 


ſaith an the word, 1f fo be the ſound be 
certaln and diſtin&; tho but a Child 
blow the Trumpet. Or if not, yet that 
herein I ſhall diſcharge a duty, in my 
owne apprehenſion incumbent u 

me, and every of Gads people, ſo far as 
they havelight,namely to inform your 
Highneſs what Chriſt at this day ex- 


' peds from you,according to which he 


will account with you : andif what is 
written betruth,it is your duty to hear 
it; yea Where1s but an appearance ot 
truth, if you ſhall without diligent tri - 
all either neglect or rejed it, tho the 
grounds upon which you may Pper- 
haps ſo do, may ſerve to anſwer Con. 
ſcience a while, yetwill they not an- 
{wer the Lord another day ; who will 
account with you, not as withothers, 


but according to that Talent of Iight 


you have had, and is held forth unto 
you ; the profcihions you have made 
before many of his people,and the op- 
portunities you have. And therefore 
an Lord,as it is now no thme for thoſe 
who either loye the Lord Jeſus, or 
your 


; 
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your Highnelileto flatter you;or ſpeak 
their fears mincingly ; folet me here 
ſay , what not long fince/Itold your 
Highneſle 1n a more private way, that 
I do verily beleeve the thing 1s alrea- 
dy manifelt to the Lord, and the day 
is wet far off, jn which it ſhall be ro 
our Highneſle alſo., who are your 
moſt faithfult Friends, whether thoſe 
that now hang up their Harps, ( tho 
they may be but as one Micaiah to 
oofalle Prophets ) or thofethat are 
He their Songs, of which latter 
fort (I mean for the greater part of 
them) I may for thetruth of thething 
[ am ſure, without offence ſay, in the 
Apoſtles phraſe,onely adding a word, 
They ( who never yet loved you truly, 
now ) zealouſly affei# you,bnt not well,yea 
They wonid exclade you, that you might af- 
| fe themund ſerve their deſignes.T would. 
to God I could ſpeak otherwiſe, and 
that private cryes might have preven= 
ted this publick bearing witnefle, 
which, tho Thad no other Motive, yet 
ingenuity,did I not conſiderthatwhen 
it 
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ie tends to hinder in the Lords work.it Je 
1s. no longer avertue, but a viceto be 
mortihed,. would have dillwaded me 
fronm.. Thce-loveof che megneit Saint 
15 pr<t}ous {0 Ine, the Favour of your 
| Higha«fe much more; but jn theſe 
divided timer, oftering many tenagea- 
- tions Of tis nature, I have oft remEm- 
: -bredihe cale as jt tood SEO Ch1ilt 
and Peter, Mat, 16. 22, 
when Peter by his Ya VC 8 SE 
would have pur him by Þis Fathers 
work, Chiiſt grew offended even art 
Peters love, and did abandon tt. 

My Lord. if ever the myitery of int- 
quity wrought ſpiritual, ' 1t doth atrthis 
day; anc no wonder, for a feare and 
dread of the Witneſſes is fallen ___ 
the Bealt, whoſe blow that he may e 
ſcape, he would now Cit that will do 
it ) enteT into a high forme of Saintſhip; 
and indeed who looks for Antichriſt 
(ne him either as he isthe whole Bo- 

y. Or as he is this or that part ) tn his 
Promos m any other Garbe, then the 
of x glorious Saint,thou gh he may 

have 
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have ceadthe Book of the Revelations; 


-yet-is heftil} rolearnethe Myftery of 


- 


— 


the Beaſt there revealed. Now is the 
\man 'of {in ſtruggling for his King- 
dome, which he will uphold' as long 
as hecan; buttho the Dragon, Beaf?, 


- and Falſe Prophet joins heads and hands 


. 
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- together, yet ſhall they not be able to - 
keep it up long, no nothalte ſo many 
years, as ſome dream of Ages; for God 
hath oumbred Babylons Kingdom,and 
in a manner finfhed ut ; the Beaſeand 
the hore, orthe Bezſt andthe falſe Pro- 
phet, are already-weighed in the Bu/- 
lances, and found wanting; the King - 


" dome ſhall (as moſt certajnly, ſo) ſad- 
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fegnes of the times & What'ſign esofif 


denly be divided;broken,and given to 
another. | F 
And' as'/a cleer evidence hereof wee 


have the ſpgnes of the times grounded ,\.=*Þ 
upon the word, which Chriſt did re- * -;= 


ferre the Generation of the Phatiſces 
and Sadduces to, when they would. - 
know of him a ſigne, Maith. 16.3," 0 
yee hypocrites , can yee not diſcerne the 


T 

4 . 

i - 4_* »5 as : 
> 


SW ESA Boe PU St RAodo we eu. 


—— 


The Fpiſzle 


ODDS ———_— 


times had they ? A4»/w. Two evident 
ſfignes tounded upon Scripture. 1 The 

arture of the Scepter from jndah, in 
Herods then ſwaying it, who was an T- 
aumean. 2 The expiration of Daniels 70 
weeks, the limited time of the Metiiahs 
appearance? By either of theſe they 
might have concluded that truth they 
oppoled, and received him for their 
Meiliah whom they rejected : but this 
they did not, but muſt have farther 
frgnes yer, for which cauſe Chriſt calls 
them Hypocrites. a wicked, and an aaul. 
H YOM generation. 

My Lord, It me here ſay, the Lord 
in his word hath left ſignes of this tize, 
I am now ſpeaking of, nolefle cleare 
2nd demonſtrativerhen were the ſigns 
of that; and althol am of all the moſt 
unworthy to be acquainted with them 
or any thing of the mind of the Lord, 

_ yet 15 It niy per{wafion that ſome of 
them arediſcovered in the following 
diſcourſe; and he that ſhall without 
prejudice reade what in the cloſe i: 
written of the time, and comparei 
wit 
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with the things themſelves JE 
throughout the Book, may poſſibly be 
of my mind, at leaſt not cenſure mefor 
thinking ſo: And itnow (24 Lord ) 
25 perſons willing to be blinded, we 
ſhall ſhut our eyes to #59ſe ſegnes of the 
tims God hath left us1n the word,and 
aſke for other ſegnes to know his work 
by, and when we are called to do it, 
it 15 an evident token, even from our 
Saviours owne words, ' of an adulterows 
wl4 poSt:tife ng voneration;| had almoſt 
{aid, and it Thad, his words would have. 
born me out, of an þ ypocriticall heart. 
2y Lord, Let me not be made an of- 
fender for this plain dealing ; ifT am, 
ſo long as the Lord ſhall keep my feet 
in the way of my duty, 1t ſhall not 
trouble me, and I have hope that in 
this I have had hismercifull guidance, 
_ have not as yet itepped out of that 
vay : for it intheday when Chriſt is 
_ up to his Kingdome, the ſtones 
would not hol4 their peace ſhould not 
the Children cry Heſmns, then ſurely 
It 12a duty very incumbent uponthe 
a Saints 


__ 
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Saints at this day(there being nothing 
more obyjous then that Chriſt is well || 
onwards upon hts march to his King- i 
dome) not to be filent, but altho they | 
may be rebuked, yea dealt worſe by, | 
for ſo doing, yet to follow their King 
with acclamations, which 1s all that 
ſuch poor-Creatures as we are can doe 
for him. Nay if it be a duty to expect 
from God returns of our prayers, then 
Isit allo a duty to have nfretlice Even 
znto publick affaires, ſo far as the ma- 
raging of theſe may have a tendency 
to the furtherance or hinderance 0: 
thoſe good things, which we hope we 
have been graciouſly holpen by the 
Lord, and alfo had ſome favourable |þ 
{miles of his acceptance in ſecking his 
face for. Nay,if it be a duty to obſerve 
and follow God in the way of his vili- 


| blediſpenſations; or on the contrary 


a fintobe of a ſluggiſh temper,not re: 
garding the workes of the Lord, no 
confidering the operation of his hands; | 
then of neceſſity muſt there be a reflle- | 
Uion upon the publick atings of in- 
ſtruments, | 
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 ftrumeEts,citherin a way of owinng or 
diſowning, without which no obſer. 
vation can be made of Gods difpenſa- 
tions, or our duty in this reſpe&t. Nay 
laſtly, if it be a duty to mourn for the 
ſins of Ruters.to mourn when Chriſts 
cauſe hes bleeding, then certainly it 
cannot be evill to have inſpection in. 
to the one, and the other. 
Andnotwithſtanding itis a more pre- 
cious thing ina Chriſtian to be found 
watching his owne heart and wayes, then to 
be prying into the wayes and attings of 
others, tor which cauſe ſo far as this is 
neeleced, the common accuſation laid 
to\he charge of thoſe who contend 
for the Kingdome of Chriſt without, 
as if they did neglect the Kingdome of 
Chriſt within, 1s a thing moſt juſt : yet 
let it withal! be conſidered, that the 
doing of the one,layes no neceſlity up- 
on a man of a neglect of the other ; for 
if there be but any thing of truth in 
that opinion, it will be hard to ſay,God 
hath laid a neceſſity upon us to negle(F our - 
hearts, whilſt ( which yet is a thing he 
T2. wills 
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us todo) we are ſeeking after his truth : 
And if through that corruption that is 
within,any man ſhould ſo do,doth not 
this evill attend him as well in other 
{tudes as this, by conſequence there- 
fore from this principle, no truth mt be 
enquired into, But T have obſerved in 
this day a cloſe deſpgr of the Devil, dri- 
ven on under this viſard,& no wonder, 
for Satan himſelf is now transformed 
intoan Angel of light; and I can.the 
better ſpeak it, having felt, when time 
was, this temptation,and thereby lear- 
ned theſe rwo Leſſons. 
1 To aijcern ſomwhat of the de” ' 5 of 
Satan,viz.T hat he perceiving th 7k 
that God 1s about to do in theworld, 
_ and knowirsg full well how acceptable 
a thing 1t 1s to God (as well as advan- 
tagious to the work it ſet Yto have his 
Children following him in his great 
deſigns; and how provoking the thing 
will be 1t by any fleight he can bur 
make them like Peter croflethe Lord in 
his way, and thwart Gnd1n his work ; 
( God{asa manin like caſe would do) 
re{cnting 
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reſenting one error of this nature wor/e 
then forty of another kind)and'know- 

ing allo that to ſay to them in plain 
language neglect this, or oppoſe that, 

without ſome very (pecious and plori- 
cus Pretence, would be no boot; he 
theretore now comes forth as the moſt 
glorious Saint thatever came 1nto the 
world, and rels them, that they muſt 
look to their owne hearts, forthis 1s a 
blefled thing; and therefore they muſt 
beware of ſuch and ſuch things, for, if 
they once meddle with them, then fare- 
wel their hearts:and ro ſet a better face 
upon the buſines, whilſt he diſlwades 
theſe. he ſets on work ſom that are mar- 
ked jn their forcheads tor his children, 

giddily & furiouſly to broach.& tet on 
foot thoſe very things and deſigns, he 
diſlwades the other from, & then taith 


| he.now ſee whether this generation of 


men goe, and where you had been had 
YOu followed them. 

2 Thavelearned likewiſe to diſcerne 
ſomewhat of the depths of the heart, which 
would exerciſe the highesf pride, under 4 

aZ pretext 
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pretext of great holizeſſe and humility: for 
It being indeed a moſt bleſſed thing to 
attend to inward purity and mortifi- 
cation,wherein lies the glory of a Chri- 
{tja,now ſaith theheart, how ſtranegly 
do ſuch and ſuch contend for this out - 
ward thing,and the other ; well, I will 
follow none of them, but IT will attend 
to themortification of theinward mar, 
Iam ſure 1n that I ſhall be right. Now 
with this conceit the man goeth on ſe- 
cretly bleſſing, and lifting up himſelf; 
& he turns him and Jooks him round, 
and loall are out of the way but he. 
Pride as it quick)y grows upon ſuch a 
root, ſo 1s it moreabominable to God, 
by how much it 1s more ſpirituall,then 
| that which may yer diſcover it ſelfe 
more outwardly. Yet let me ſay, thus 
doth the Devi), and mans heart ar this 
day marvelouſly deceive many prett- 
ous Saints in this thing,who are apt to 
think, that they cannot minde theſe 
things, and as they ſhould ſtudy and 
look to their hearts too. Whereas in- 
deed it argues a Childiſh temper ina 
man 
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man to think that he cannot learn tle 
things ofhis heart,or ke: p the lame up 
for God,any longer then it is exerciled 
in thoſe truths which more iminediat- 
ly concern the heart and life, and have 
their foundation in Chriſtian experi- 
ence:as if thoſe truths which le out of 
the reach of my experience as a Chri- 
{t1an, and more 11mediately concern 
Gods cauſe and glory without, had not 
in themas natural a tendency ro give a 
ſoul a ſight of Cod, and as great an cf- 
ficacy to cauſe the heart to cleave to 
God, and walk humbly with him, as 
truths that lye within the reach of my 
experience. Nay I will here be bold to 
{ay, that that ſoule who faithfully fol. 
loweth God in thoſe things wherein 
his glory are more immediately con- 
cern'd, ſhall learn more of his heart as 
it were by the by, and have the ſame. 
better order'd.then ſhall that man, who 
neglecting this, makes that his conti- 
nuall ſtudy :tor it is not by our poring 
that we cometo know our hearts, nor 
by our ſtruggling to mend them, ſo 
a 4 much 
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much as indeed by laying them in that 
path, where Chriſt in this or that Cay 
more commonly goes , and waiting 
there to receive lite and ſtrength from 
him. 

And farther; my Lord )as for content - 
ing themſelves with their owne liberty 


. (which 1s the great thing objected to 


us, ourenjoyment whereof as yet, 1s 
indeed a mercy beyond what the peo- 
ple of God, far more deſerving in for- 
mer ages have had ) the people of God 
could at this day do it, were Jt not but 
that the ſufferings of Chriſts cauſe ( their 
prayers having been long going or, 
and their hopes raiſed ) are Now 7101 
unto them then any ufferings of their own. 
And 25 Danie! firjt, and Nehemiah after- 
waras, tho they for their own particu-' 
lars were well in the Court of the King 


of Perſia, yet cauld not be well becauſe 


It went not well with Gods cauſe at that 
day; ſonotwith ſtanding Gods people 
have their liberty, and in that reſpect as 
tothelr particulars are well, yet if they 
ſeethe work of the time af a ſtard, let 
It 
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itnot be grievous, or be imputed todil- 
content, 1n caſe they mourne as did Daniel, 
look ſad as did Nehentiab , groan and complain 
they are fick, And ſomtimes I have thought 
chat when Daniel did mourne and afflid& 
himſelfe before Gad, the ſecond ttme 3 
tull weeks, Chap. 10. 2. upon the account 
that the work of God in that age was put 
toaltand, bythe pow:r(as is by good men 
judged) of Caz zbyſes, Cyrus Son, reigning 
while his Father was abroad in the wars, 
that had Cai z/cs been a good man, ora 
man likely 9 have been prevailed with, 
Daniel undoubtedly would ( as did the 
Prophers Hetore him, frequently to the 
good Kings of 7irel) have made other ap- 
plications in thar cafe, (and accounted 
the doing thereof his duty) then barely 
to the Lord alone. Nay 1t is a mercy to 
Governours themſelves to have applica- 
tions in things of this nature made unto 
them ; for, os be to thoſe Governonrs, tO 
whom Gods <ople / aring, or being with- 
out hopes 1n making addretl-, when they 
foreſee (ufferings coming upon his cauſe, 
retire themſelyes,and ſpread the affliction 
of their ſouls before tne Lord alone. YE 
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Yet let me alſo fay, i It1s a thing moſt 
certain, and that which 1s a prejudice to 
the very cauſe in the hearts of many, and 
ought to be matter of grief to all, that 
Saints 1n moſt places at this day whilſt 
they are crying that their Fathers work 
might go on,do att too much like men, & 
fhew too much of their own ſpirits; yea 
are very confuled as tothe making out the 
things themſelves would have,and more- 
over, have many falling into their party, 
that :2jure the very cauſe they (ftand upin: 
but I earneſtly wiſh it might be conſider. 
ed, that altho the child when it cries can- 
not alwayes givea rational account of the 

cauſe of its ſodoing, yea poſſibly may of- 
tentimes diſcovermuch peeviſhneile and 
pallion 1n crying, yet doth it not ever cry 
without a cauſe; and the wiſdome of the 
Father is not ſo intent upon the weaknelſ- 
ſes of the child in crying,as to find outthe 
cauſe why it cries. 

And farther, ſhould not many & great 
weakneſſes appear in thofe who ſtand up 
for[Chriſts Kingdome, how ſhould his 
Kingdom come without obſeryation? no 

greater 
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| greater obſervation then of holineſle,if ſo 


be the appearance of that in them were tc 
beeminently viſible. 79þ came with much 
outward holines, and-he came with great 
obſervation. Yea whether when the {tri{ 
cole firſt betwixt the Brethren of the 7re/ 
þyterian & Congregationall way in England, 
did not many who yet had truth, & Chriſt 
didafterwards own before the world, ſtrive 
in many things like fooliſh peeviſh Chil- 
dren? and whether 1n the times of the A- 
poſtles,throughout the primitive ages, & 
almoſt ever ſince, havenot the croud of er. 
rors always run 1nto that fide where truth 
hath been? the reaſon 1s, becaufe the grand 
enemies defign is #o ſow his tares in his ene- 
nies field, his own where as yet his title 1s 
not queſtioned, nor ſhaken, he will not 
meddle with. 

Theſe things therefore (with others of 
a likenature)are not to beniade definitive 
Concluftons as to a cauſe, which oft<n- 
times God Permits for the triall of Rulcrs 
patience, his peoples faith, and the carry- 
ing on of his own cauſe ina cloud, which 
15 the way he goes in,in moſt of his works. 
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of wonder. Governours becauſe of theſe 
miicarriages may inflid civil penalties 1t 
they w1ll, yet let it be conlidered that the 
great King 1s now coming to his Throne, 
and there 1s not a Ruler 1n the world but 
hath his ſtanding onely pro tempore , to 
whom asall muſt give an account,ſo nut 
they ſhortly jarrender their Crowns, or they 
{hall be taken from themzand 1t any of the 
{ubjects ofthis mighty King, whilſt they 
ſee their King upon his march, & are fol- 
lowed with houtely intelligence that he 
15 neer, and ſuch and ſuch things mult be 
done 1n order to his entertainment by ſpea- 
king ſome words for their King that things 
may be1na readines,and by giying abroad 
what intelligence they have to that end, 
ſhall offend,and ſuffer any thing for it,ler 
it be remembred. that when the righteous 
King 1s fate upon his Throne, theſe things 
w1ll not be huſht up, bur it ſhall then be 
knowne, whether ſuch as ſhali ſo do, ex- 
ceeded their Commiſſion or not, did their 
own, or the Lord Chriſts will. 
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My Lord,that through multitude of words 


I may neither tire your patience,nor incur 


the 
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- | thecenſureof being one that loves to hear 
ji | himſelf ſpeake, I ſhall waye ſome things 
which otherwiſe I would yet have added, * 
| anddrawtoa conclufion, onely leaving = 
: | with your Highneſs 3 or 4 plain,ſober, & 
> | in my opinion neceſſary words. 
r 1 Let your Hiehneſſe oft remember and ſet 
before you the example of that good man 4ſa, 
who tho be werea man of z2#ch zeale tor 
{ God, and his worſhip, deſtroying the Al- 
| tarsofthe [trange Gods,and the high pla- 
4 ces, breaking down the [mages, cutting 
| down the Groves, &*c. a man of a texder 
| conſcience, the refore removed his Mother 
from being Qucen, becaule ſhe made an I- 
{ golina Grove; a man of much faithin the | 
field, by which taith of his he vanquiſhed \ | 
| the huge hoſt of Zerah the Ethiopian; yet 
having made ove eminent turne from God, 
( as one turae from God makes way 
tor another } he is afterwards 18 4 rage 
at repreofe, and caſts the Prophet into 
priſon that reproved him, and at the 
very {ame time Oppr c;eth "the people of 
the L L AND; and after all ( what vill 
Sinne bring even a Geod man to.?,) 
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When Gods hand is upon him for this, 
he ſeems as 2 #1ax ſtubborn, and ſeeks not 
tothe Lord, but to the Phyſitians;which 
that it may never be your Highneſle caſe, 
1s my priyer. 

2 Let your hand be no way lifted np againſi 
any of the Saints iz: this Nation. It was a 
.pofirtion laid downe by Dr. Goodwin(in a 
Sermon Preached, upon 7/al. 105. 14.15. 
before the Par}: that was, at the time 
when the Brethren of the Presbyterian way 
had the turnipg of rhe wheel) and as well 
proved, 27s. That the dealing well or 11] 
with the Saiots, is,and hath cver been,the 
great inrercit of States and Kingdomes, | 
that on which their welfare, or ruine de- | 
pends. All S»domz made not the hands of 
thoſe four Kirgs eAbrahe1m routed, Gen, | 
I4. {o wear, as their fin grin 2 One L of. 

Per{we not too hotly every r1chteons prin- 
ciple. It is an Obſervation of Dr. Owens, 
worthy never to bc forgotten (preached 
(when time w3s ) in a Sermon of his up- 
on Ezek.17.24. tothe aforeſaid powers ) 
concerning priticiples that men take vp, 
his words are theſe, p. 21, 22. The moit 
tremencous 
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tremendous judgement of God in this 
world is the hardning the hearrs of men. 
Now ſaith he. 1 look on Pharaob.of whom 
it is moſt ſignally ſpoken, thar God hard- 
ned his heart : how did the Lord accom- 
pliſh this? Pharaoh ſettles himſelf upon as 
riphrceous principles as ever any of the 
Sons of men could doe: One is,that it be- 
longs to the chief BYler of a Nation to 
ſee to the profit and glory of that Nati- 
On. WW har more righteous principle is 
there in the world ? Hence he concludes 
that if it be 11cumbent on him to ſee that 
the Realm receive nodetriment, he muſt 
not let the people goe by whom they re= 
ceived ſo many great advantages : God 
confirmes his heart in theſe principles, 
which are good in themſelves, bur ( faith } 

the Dy. ) abominable when taken up a- 

g2in{t che mind and providence of God 
hence he and his periſhed in their prin- 
ciples aRing againſt the appearance of 
God. 2 It is alſo ſaid of Sihon the King of ! 
the Amorites, that his heart was hardned : 
that he would not let rhe people goe 
through his Land, How I pray? even by - 
_ adhering: 
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adhering” to that wiſe principle, That it is | 
not meete tolet a potent enemy into the | | 
bowels ofa people;and this made way for 
his rune. Thus(faith he ir 1s with many ; 
they fix on principles, cood I in general, & 
1n their ſeaſon. Old bounds muſt not be 
broken up ; Order muſt nor be Giſturbed : 
Let God appeare never {0 eminentiy,' to 
mightily, they willikeep to their princi- | 
ple, what 1s this, but judiciall hardnetlie? ; 
And this is one reafon why the aCtings of 
God in ſuch a day as this, arc ſo unfuited 
. tothe expectations oi inen ; they lquare 
his works to the intereſts and P! inciples, 
which it will not anſwer. Hitherto Dr. 
Owen, 

4 Take heed of that ungod! l; principle ſprang 
p of late( the contrary to which ſome call 
a State-Hereſie, tholT am ſure the Princt- 
pleis a Scripture- Hereſi-) iz. That God- 
lineſſe in 4 17, wgiStratc or Civil Offices, is but a 

. fecondary qualification ;. natrrail accompliſh- 
ments and endowments being the primary: for 
which therefore a man is to be entrufted with 
this power. rather then the other. ] cannot but 
wonder how any who protfeſle the name 
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of Chriſt, much more who prolefle theme 
| {elves to have been faithfull to his cauſe, 
ſhould together therewith profeſle ſuch 
[i an unchriſtian, yea Machiavilian princt- 
T3 ple, which, ne 

| 1 Lies point-blanke againſt the promiſes 
made to the lift dayes, which aſſure x hat 
God will re!tore his peoples Judges as at 
the firſt, 7/2. 1.26. But were Judges-at the 
firſt, 47oſe:, Joſhra, $&&c. ſuch? 2That their 
Governours ſhould be of themſelves, Jer. 
30« 21.But may wecall ſuch of themſelves? 


ratively ) the maine qualifications of that di. 
vine pattern, by which the firſt Rulers that ever 
were ſo made by men amongſt Gods own people 
were made, Exod. 18. 21. 

3 Makes nul that Divine Maxime, Sam. 
23. 3-He that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, ru- 

' ling in the fear of God;for how can ſuch rule 

1n the fear of God, who have noftear of God 
before their eyes? which is one character 
of every naturall man, Roz. 3. 18. - 

4Layes an unavoidable neceſſity of 4 conti- 
rnued judgment upon a people; tor 1 


b | God, 


2 Leaves ot (as of little worth compa- 


it be a 
judgment to have Rulers that know not, 


The Fpiſte 
God,becauſe ſuch make the peopleto erre, 
1ſ2.3.12. ch.g.16. then if fuch for theirna- 
tural endowments areto be chofen, of ne- 
ceſfity muſt a judgment lyenpon that peo - 
ple,over, or among({t whom they are ler. 

5 Opens a door to all perſecution, by put- 
ting the Civil ſword 1ntothe hands of the 
feed of the Serpent ( for better cannot be 
ſaid of a meer moral man)which from the 
inning hath had a natural} enmity to 
the feed of the woman. My Lord, bear with 
the boldnes of it, ifT ſay, Thet in caſe your 
Highweſſe be fornd ſteering your courſe, &+ lay- 
ing out your power by this crooked rule, know 
aſſuredly, that Chriſt will ſuddenly take ( tho 
how I know not) your power from you, and 
give it to one that ſhall lay it out otherwiſe, 

T ſhall not multiply many more words, 
ſave to adde, that 1n cafe any exprefiion 
either in this or the following difcourſe, 
ſavour of the ſpirit of man (which my ſe}t 
allows not, have kept a watch againſt, yet 
may be guilty of) dointhat humbly crave 
your Highnes pardon ; but as for the mat- 
ter and ſubſtance of thoſe rhings I have 
written, I aſk none, my conſcience bearing 
me 
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me witneſle that I have aſfferted nothifng, 
but what according to my preſent perſwa- } 
ſtons.Cnot grounded upon this or that per- } 
ticular Text ( which is a deceiving way) 1 
but by comparing the whole of Prophe. ! 
ctes together ) isthe truth of Chriſt, yea ' 
the truth of the time; tho yet (through | 
inercy)I have drunk inno fuch'conceit of ? 
my own knowledge, as tho it were more | 
then in part; nor do impoſe upon your. 
Highnes conſcience, or the conſciences of | 
any, a beliefe of my principles any farther 
then Scripture and right reafon doth ap- 
prove them; yet would havenone on the 
other ſtde condemne them ( as this age is 
apt to do)upon the account of this or that 
ſingle Text, till he hath compared the 
whole of Prophecies together, indoing 
which he may perhaps ſee my reaſon of 
ſtating things as I have done, which upon 
every occahon I could not bring forth, & 
therewtfth a full anſwer to his own doubt. 
And farther,I have not in this work k#ow- 
ingly ſtretched any one Text, beyond w'T 
have judged its due bounds, or forced an 
interpretation to reach any party ablow: 
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nor have { on che ocher tide withheld any peece 


\ of che rruth(ſo judged by me)lying in any Text; 


nor minccd avy Interpretation to ſpare any par- 
ty ablow: As | would be loath to ftrike any my 
ſelf, for my blows can do me no good, and them 
liztle hy:t; fo would I not have a hand in keep- 


. Ing off ruat blow thac truth will firike, whoſoe- 
ver it fall upon. 


And aitho a diſcourſe of this nature would 
berrec have come a graver pen then mine, and 
poilv!7 trem ſuch a one been ſooner hearkned to 
{ pride, raſhneis, and headineſs, having been the 
concnuall accutation laid againſt young men, and 
not always groundles )yer ſeeing the aged filent, 
and perceiving thr5ugh che light the Lord of bis 
grace hath lacely givca me to ſee, by a clear ope- 
ning ſundry Prophecies, wc nor long fince were 
wyficries to megthe cauſe of Chrift in ſore travel, 
either through an ignorance of what Gods De- 
figns are at this day, or ſomewhat worſe in choſe 
that ſhouid manage ic, I conceived my ſelf ( tho 
others might better do ir,yert at this time) called 
to ſpeak, and to ſpeak plainly. Eliby tho a young 
man went, and that with ſuccefle, over the Head 
of iuch a temptarion in a leffe caſe. That a like 
ſuccefic and bleſſing from above may accompany 
this, is his prayer, who is, 


Tour Highneſſe bumble Servant, Mownfull for 
| To, bold with Tou, for Sions ſake. 
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To the ſeverall Chnrches of 
Chriſt within this Common-wealth. 
T ogether with all thoſe that have fel-. 
lowthip with the Father, and his Son Jetus 
Carilt. "2 
The Church of Chriſt at Northwal- 
ſham 1a Norfolke, walking 1n fellow- 
; ſhip with the Churches of Chriſt in 
this Countrey, ſendeth Greeting. 
| Dearly Belcued in the Lord ; 
7. the I ord the Mighty God, hath done 
VA great things and uxſearchable, mrar- 
WAVY velows things without number for his 
We great Name, and peoples ſake within 
the ſpace of a ſew years, ſo certainly there ſhall 
108 be an end of wonders until bis peoples jul 
redemptiov be accompliſied. And although the 
wicked of the earth regard not the works of the 
Lord, neither conſider what he hath already 
done,or ſhall do hereafter. yet they are obſerved, 
and diligently ſought out of the Saints that 
have pleaſure therein, 
| And they fhall ſpeak ofthe might of his ter- 
rible a&s, and ſhall declare his greatneſſe, iy 
ſhall abundantly utter the memory of his good= 
b 3 neſſe, 
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neſſe, and. ſing of his righteouſneſje, they ſhall 


ſpeak of the glory of bis Kingdom, and tajke of 


his power,aud make knowne to the ſons of men, 
bis mighty ads, aud the glorious Majeſiy of 
his Kingdame. 

When we conſider what a company of peore, 
weak, £5 wrprofetable treatpres we are, having 
ſuch dead, dark and un{utatable bearts & ſpi- 


rits to the extraordinary appearances and diſ- 


penſations of God towards ws, we might think 
it moſt meet that we(above all others ) ſhould 


fit down in filegce and ſhame, at ſuch a tinge as 


this but while we arc muſing ofi be former ways 
and dealings of God with his people, & of thoſe 
gloriows things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs; 
our bearts do burn withia us,axd having ttig 
opportunity, we Cannot but [; peake, and declare 
a few things which are wpox our ſpirits. | 
| As toxching our dear, and worthy Brother 
(the Author) it may be expeFed ſomething by 
as ſhould t> ſpokex, but his deſire as concerning 
himPelf, hath laid fslence upon as ; yet this we 
ſay; as we concerve him to be one who hath 
recezved much light from the Lord,and efteens 
it a choyce &* ſpecial wercy to be tanght of God 
the things of Chriſts Kingdome, ſo we are bis 
4 witneſ- 
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; witneſſes, FR holily, andjaſily, and unblame- 


ably he hath, aud doth behave himſelf among ſt 
us, ( and many others ) that beleeve. 

As for the Treatiſe it ſelfe, it needs not mans. 
commendation,becauie truth commenas it ſelf: 
Tet this we ſay, it hath been a great refreſhment 
to our ſpirits, and we hope will be to the ſpirits 
of Gods people elſwhcre. | 

It is the Authors deſire that things may not 
be received on your parts without trialk, yet in 
caſe any who fear the Lord, be in this matter 0- 
therwiſe minded, it is our deſire they would not 
r1fhbly condemne that, which was neither rafhly 
undert ken gor publiſhed. But to come to what 
we have further to ay. 

It is an undeniable truth, confirmed by long 
experience,that the Devil bath ever had a great 
defizn 1g4inſt the Kingdom of Chriſt, that holy. 
Cit yard hath fe 0 far prevailed as by bis inſtru- 
ments to tread it under foot for a long time, ths 
not able to deſtroy it.S9 that thoſe that bave ap= 
peared,and witzeſſed for Chriſt, have been for- 
ced to do it in ſackeloth.in a weryguean; and low 
condition. yet however they do will do it, 


tho in ſackcloth. 4nd this hath hin ſuch a tron«= 
ble,and torment tothe Beaſt andthe dwellers ow 
b 4 . the 
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the earth, that like men ,or rather Devils, fill 0; of 
rage and fury again? them. they mike Way a- 
garnſt them, overcome them. pull off even their 
ſackcloth, ſtrip them, kill them. And whether 
this hath! been air2atiy done, or is yet t8 doe, 1s 
the great Queſti27 which thisTre atiſe will give 
ſome light 14 mio, and alittle time will more fully 
determine. 
Ana that tho 


e fiat arwel/ upon the earth, 
how ye 3. oyxce,end muke merry 
when they ſee Chrijis 17 7tn/ fer(wbo tormented 
them by witnciſinc)'ye dead. is not to b e thought 
ſtrange. Fut that the Lora ſhould be jo te nder, 
and minadinul of thoſe that appear and witne/ſe 
r bint, as after a little while to give life unto 
f and not oncly to ſet them upon their feet, 
b to raiſe them uÞ to mn high, and glorious 
condition, eh» that in the [t2h! of their enemies 
(greatly fe aring,and trembling to beholait ) is 

very affeGing., and com fortable to our hearts to 
Jaw.” 
And, Dear Brethren having bad ſome ſerious 


Os 


thouzbtib. -the ſpirits, and wayes of Gods 
profeſſare | at 't:is tiene we cannot appre- 


bend tbat the L OD bath yet pirformed his 
whole work upon Mount Sion, but that he 


bath 


within this Common: wealth. 


hath yet much to do, yea though the Lord bath 
- a lonctime purging his people,and hath cus 

"Two patts, and left onely a third, yet there 
7s bf: much filth, and droſſe in that, that ſurely 
he will bring the third part through the fire, 

ind will r:fine them. as (ilver is refined, and 
will iry them & Gold is tryed. 4nd what con 
dition fr L ord hath yet to bring his people in- 
to to take away their droſſe i in 1s beſt known to 
him: elfe. And may not the people of the Lord, 

even after he hath done much for them and in 
t heme yet polluted with ſeverall abominations ) 
expe ſome honre of temptation to be tryed, &* 
prrged in, which may alſo be at band. 

And ſceing we are ſpeakine, and ſpeaking to 
brethren that know how to bear with our weak- 
ne/jesthoweh we be poor R—— createres, 
we ſhall take liberty and boidneſſe to ſpeak a few 
things to you 3s plainly as we can, it being now 
hieh tie to deale faithfully, and plainly with 
one another, and to tell you more particularly 


what we feare. Wu" 
Ana indeed, Brethren, we oa a 
ſad experience of the coldneſſe, miſſneſ/e 


af our own hearts that the Charge of ChriSt a- 
gainit Epheſus will not fall npon #5 cnelybut 
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wpemother of the Churches. $.ints of t brift, 


that they have left their firſt love. 

IWe are afraid. becanſ we are /o earthly mind. 
ea onr ſetves that ſome of you may be tempt- 
ed alto to ſecke other things before the 
Kingdome of God, and to. tage too much 
thought what you ſhalleat,& what you ſha!! put 

6x, what profits, preferments, and incourage” 
ments you ſhall bye in the world(which are the 
things the men of the wor!d ſeek after ) for the 
obtaining of which you may be prone tojeck to 
Pleaſe.and jerve men, rather then Chriſt. 
We are afraid, beraxſe we have ſo little our 
ſelves,thata tpir of ſelf-denyall ſhould be 
wanting among you. and that you ſhou' not 
have hearts to yejoyce when ChriSt doth en- 
creaſe, if you ſlould decreaſe, and jo le open to 
that great (and COMB ON evil) of ne ele ine tt 
teaft Chriſts intereſt, to uphold and maint ine 
your owne. 

We are afraid becauſe of the cdrow/ines of our 
Jeſt a ſpirit of lumber ſhould 
d yor h-come mindle(/ e, anda 
\ par ſon of what you fermer:y 
were, 4nd 107 08ght tobe) of the Tozce, and 
works, nd comins of Chrijt. 
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He are afraid, becauſe we our ſelves are not 
's gin, chaſi, and fe tthfull to the perſon and 
intereſt of the Lord Chriſt, l:{t your hearts 
ſhouſd be enſnared, and polluted by any, 
though the leaſt compliance with, or [1- 
king of the great whore 1/4t hath deceived 
and defiled ſo many with ber abominations. 

Wwe are afraid, becauſe we have neeledted it 
ſo much. and jo bug, leSt you ſhould forger 


to liudy, and enquire into the great and 


marvelous things that God is doing, for 


 exaltation of his own name and Son. An4 


what the Saints ought to dos for God at ſuch a 
time 4 this. Uniize to th: Children of Iila- 
char, zhich were rent thit bad underſtand- 
ing of the times to knowWhat Tſrael ought 
fo doc. 

 e are afrald becauſe we are ſo carnal, and 
walke ſo much by jenſe our ſolyes, that there 
ſhould uot be ſuch a living by faith a- 
monegſt you, as the wort. and diſpenſati- 
ons of God require, e/peczally when we bear 
ſo many of thoſe, who formerly hoped,and qui- 
*tly waited for the Redemption of Gods cho. 
ſen, now (being fearfull, and unbeleeving)) 


ſpeak, like Mary, How ſha!l this thing be, 
fee. 


» 


__ 
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{eeing we know not how it {boa!d be brought to pa! ſe. 


Ie areatraid likewi/e, becauis our owe bands. 


are jo bevy, and we unable, of our j: (v2 1.to keep them 
ſteady, leof your hands of Prayer {huuid beler 
downe at this time, and Amalcck jbould prevaile 
againſt {rae}, 

And if the ſe things ſhould be found amongſt you (of 
which we m: ſt confe Te eur ſolves to be very (uilty ) 
hew ought you, and we to fear, ayd tremble, and lye 
Icw b: fore the Lond, being very Wiworthy of, and une 
thank jul jor all thoſe great, and terrible things which 
bis kand bath wreupht jor us. 

And if we bav? not bad, mor yet bave bearts boly, 
and beav- nly, and ipirituall enough to waike beſore 
bim with, wncer by former, and preſent ciipen{ations 
1owerds ws. k:w [ball we be able ic ftind before ihe 
Son 6f man, when be ſball appear in far greater power, 
and glory, And to folow bim in hole ftrange, and wn- 
trodden paths that ke bath yet to lead bis people in, and 
thorow. 

Sarely it is now 1ime for ws C bavi 1g been bitber- 
to ſs much wanting init ) to contider our hears and 
waye?, and the/c wazes that the Lerd calls us to waite 
upen bim in, 

Strely it is now time for us, whe Lav? left owr 
firſt love to the Lord Feſus ( for which we have cauſe 
to be eſhamed befere the Lord ) not onely to remem- 
ber from whence we are fallen, and to doe our 
ficit works, to I;me him as much as we bave Cone for * 


merly, but havirg t-t:4 more of his goodnefſe, and 


ſeen 
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(een more of bis glory ( and beping to bebold much 
more of it ) to love him more then ever wedid, 
and ob that we bad bearts to doe it at this time ! 

Surely it is now time for thoſe Saints, that have 
had, and have their hearts efpouſed to carna!! and 
worldly intereſts, as cutward glory, bonour, richer, &C. 
to look up to the Lord, and to get their hearts 
diſ-ingaged, and ter looſe from the world, and _ 
the things of the world, and to be for ever bereaf- 
ter witbckut ſo much as a thought of ſeeking great 
things for themſelves, as becometb Saints. 

Surely it is now time for the Spouſe, andall the 
profeſſed friends of Chriſt to call off, and abandon 
all acquaintance, and compliance with Anti- 
chrit?, and to keepe them [elves ſo pure, and to ap-. 
$ prove ibemſeiver ſo true to Chriſt, that if the De « 

_ vill ſbould tempt them ( as he did their Lord ) by 
proferring them all the Kingdomes of the world, and 
the glory of them, 'yet never to fall downe, and any 
way worſbip that Beaſt It argued © very chaft, and 
faichfull hearr, in thaywortt; 3dan, Mcifter John 
Knox, wnts 72/us Chriſt, tha: when Edward the 
ſixth, King of Ergland, ef::ed bim a Biſbopricke, 
be rejuſed it. as having Aiiquid commune cum 
Anrichrifto, oemething of 4nticLriftieniſme init. 

Surely it i5 now time for vs not onely to beleceve 
in Chrift (' which many thinte is all they needto do) 
but alſo ro owne him in this houre of his pati- 
ence ( wherein be lookes to be exned by bis Saints ) 
left he frowne upon us in the day of his great 
Power, 
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power, ard glory, which draweth neere. 4nd | 
Bretbren let us mdie it our chife, even our onely de- | 


figne, and cownt it our greateſt priviledge ( though | 


wee ſball be men wwidred at jor it ) to follow, and |} 


ſerve the Lord Chriſt in faithſulineſſe, and like La- 


cher, in the cau{e of Chriſt be content ( thowgh eur | 
low,and carnal hearts may tremble at the very thoughts } 
of it ) to undergo the batred,ond violence of the whole | 


world. 


Neither l:t us b2 to0 much troubled, nor of- I 
fended ar choſe changes, alterations, and dejo- | 


lations, which doe, and may, ard, as Chriſt ' 


hath ſaid, will atrend che going on, and advance- © 


ment of his Kingdome in the world; which was | 


that which ſome, may be, well- meaning people objeQ- | 
ed to Luther, that that dcFrine could not be of God, | 
that was attended with ſuch troubles, and de ſclations, | 
who replyed 1{ns, Ego nit fumnltus iftos vider em. | 
Chriftum in mundo «fe non crederem. Unleſſe F 
T ſhould ſee thoſe troubles and turmlts, Tfhould not be- | 
leeve Chriſt to be in ive world. So Brethren if wee 
ſhould bear of Iarres, and Commotions, and wpon the | 
earth giftreſſe of Nations, with perplexity, mens hearts | 
failing them for feare, and for looking «fter thoſe | 
things which are coming on the earth, let ws not be | 


terrified, nor offended, but { as 0ur Saviour hath bid- 
den us ) looke up, and lift up our beedy, for our redemp- 

tien draweth nigh. 
And becauſe it is high time, awake, Awake oh 
Saints, lift up your heacts, and cry mightily nn- 
eo 
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wo the Lord, ard never hold your peace day nor 

nighr, and give him no reft ( for i#t wid not be 

$ Hg ):ill hecftablith and make Jcrutalem a praiſe 

[3 in cheEarth, Stand therefore with your loynes gird- 

ed about.end your lights burning. And yee your {elves Y 

"3 like men that waite for their Lord, who cometb- ( as 

3 be hath ſaid ) as a Thiefe in the night, who may be 

| +®p9n you beſore you are aware, in an bore that you 
3 thinke not of. And however you may ve hardly uſed, 

and beaten of your Fellow-ſervants, and Brethren too, 

 mwho ſay their Lord delayeth bis coming : Tet be not 

tY mwearied, nor faint in your minds becauſe of theſe 

- 3 things, but be ye patient, Brethren, unto the coming 

3 ofthe Lord. B-boid the Husband-man waiteth for tbe 

- precicus fruit of the Earth, endhbath long patience for 

, 8 Zzt, untill be receive tbe early, and latter raine : Be 

, 8 ye alſopatient, ſtabliſh your bearts, for the coming of 

.& the Lord draweib nigh. | 

 } Grudge not ene againſt anstber, Bretbren, leſf ye 

- 3 be cond:mned, behold the Fudge ftindeth before the 

>| door?, For be cometh, he cometh to Judge the earth, 

> 3 He ſhall indge the world with righteonſneſſe, and the 

73 pecple with his truth. 

And you that are of a fearfull heart, be ftrang, and 

2 | fearenst, behold your God will come with vengeance, 

- | even God with a recompence, be will come, and ſave 

- | you, and will performe all bis good word towards you, 

and give you an expetted end. 

Caſt not away therefore your confidence, which 
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bath great recompence of reward. For yee have need 
of patience, that after yee have done the will of 
God, yee might receive the promiſe For yer a 
lictle while, and he that ſhall come, will come, 
and will nos tari y.Now the juſt thall Jive by faith, 
bur if any man draw back, my toule thall bave 
no pleaſure in him. 

That you, and we, continuing in all well-doing, 
and ſuffering, may be found unto praiſe, aud boneur, 
ard glory at the appearing of Feſus Chriſt, is the prav- 
er of 


Your poore, unprofitable Bre- 
thren, and cempanions,in the 
cribulation, and Kingdome, 
and patience of Jeſus Chrik. 


. | 
DA 


Signed in the name, and by the appointment 
of the Church. 


R ichard Breviter, Laftor. 


